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PREFACE. 



JL ERH APS there is no book in the English language 
that has been so generally read and admired as the 
Spectator. It was so popular at the time of its pub- 
lication, that twenty thousand papers were sometimes 
sold in a day. Nor has its reputation ever been on 
the decline. Notwithstanding the number of similar 
works, it still retains its place at the head of periodical 
writings, like the moon among the stars. Few years 
have passed without producing one or two editions of 
it ; and so extensive has been the sale, that it forms 
one of the books of every person who has any preten- 
^ons to a library. Nor is the excellence of the Spec- 
tator inferior to its reputation. It was the joint pro- 
duction of several of the most distinguished geniuses 
of the age ; of men who possessed at once taste, learn- 
ings and religion, and who were influenced by an ho- 
norable desire of correcting the errors and improving 
the manners of society. 

The plan of the Spectator was o^ginal, ingenious^ 

and well executed. It enabled the authors to convey 

instruction in a form which could never give offence ; 

but which, on the contrary, was fitted to attract the 

giddy, to charm the man of pleasure, as well as to 

.^ edify the serious and thoughtful. The variety of its 

S. subjects is astoni»hing ; the fopperies of dress are 

";. elegantly ridiculed ; the improprieties m the manners 

^ of common life are humorou^ily expose4 J the '^ 
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]»les of criticism are taught and beautifully illustrated ; 
the most sublime truths and important duties are ex« 
plained and enforced in a language which the vulgai*' 
must understand, and the man of taste admire. 

As we must all acknowledge the great pleasure and 
instruction which we have received from the Specta- 
tor, we must also be gratified with some account of 
the lives of the authors, and such anecdotes concern* 
ing the publication of the work as have been pre- 
served to our times. The Spectator commenced oft 
the 1 St of March, 1711, under the direction of Steele, 
who was the editor. The principal contributors, be- 
sides Steele, were, Addison, Budgdl, and Hughes ; 
\ui thef were also occasionally assisted by Pamell, ' 
Tickell, Grove, Ince, Martyn, Byt*om, Parker, Hen- ^; 
ley, and others. To enhance the value of this edi- > 
tion, such particulars as are known and appear in- 
teresting respecting the principal writers, are here 
subjoined, and the names of the authors themselves 
are placed before their respective papers. 
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LIVES OF THE AUTHORS. 



SIB KICHAKD STEELE- 



. S a writer of periodical essays, the name of Steele 

f""- is entitled to the first place. Papers on a plan some- 
what similar to the Spectator, had indeed been at- 
tempted with considerable success in Italy, by Casa in 
Ills Book of Manners ; by Castigli(Hie, in his Cour- 
tier ; and in France, by La Bruyere, in his Manners 
c»f the Age 2 " but before the Tatler and Spectator, 
" if the writers for the theatre are excepted (sayt 
** Johnson)^ England had no masters of common lif<^« 
.. ** Nd writers had yet undertaken to reform either tiie 
'i " savageaess of neglect, or the impertinence of civi- 
^ Uty J to teach when to sx>eak, or to be sileilt ; how to 
«« refuse, or how to comply. The Tatler and Spec- 
<« tator reduced, like Casa, the unsettled practic^of 
« daily intercourse to propriety and politeness ; and, 
*« like La Bruyere, exhibited the characters and man^ 
" nersof the age." 

It is allowed by all, th^ Steele had the merit of be- 
ginning and carrying on the Tatler, the first periodi-^- 
ca3 work in England <rf which the subjects were litera- 
ture, morality, 4^ familiar life. Before his time we 
bad many periodical pubUcations on political and - 
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ligioQS controver^< * ae must undoubtedly be con* 
considered as the £ither of such daily or weekly es- 
says as teach the minuter decencies and inferior du« 
tiesf and regulate the practice of elegant conversa- 
tion. When we peruse^ therefore, the numerous and 
valuable publications of the same kind which have is- %. 
sued from the press within these eighty years, we 
ought never to forget that it was Steele who sug- 
gested the idea to the English nation. If he himself 
borrowed it from foreign writers, of which we are by 
BO means certain, we must allow that he had the 
merit of highly improving a plan which before was 
ivyj^rfectly sketched. But the merit of Steele is 
WiKf. tonfined to the mere planning of the periodical 
works which he published ; much praise is also due ;*?, 
lo him for the papers which he actually contribute^* ^jJ' 
for they abound ito wit, ingenuity, and good sense. 

Steele was bom in Dublin, of English parents^ 
about the year 1676, His father was a csunsellor at 
law, and private secretary to James Duke of Ormond. 
While very young he was carried to London, and 
educated at the Charter-house school. Here he first 
met with Mr. Addison, with who;n he formed an ac- 
quaintance which age ripened into friendship. He ^ 
completed his education at Merton College, Oxford j 
when, being full of ardor for a military life, he left 
the University without taking a degree. He was fof 
some dme a private gentleman in the horse-guards> 
where his vivacity, wit, and good-nature, rendered 
him the delight of the soldiery, and procured for him 
an ensign's commission. He now yielded to his 
youthful passions, and nn into the wildest ^cesa. 
His reflection did not however forsake him ; he wrote 
The Christian Hero to be a check to his passions. 
Upon the publication of this beaudBli little treatise, 
"He v^s shunned by his j^Myw>nipanions as a gloomyj 
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'0K>rose9 and disagreeable fe % '-ho had no just re- 
lish for the pleasures of youth ; but in the next year 
(1702) he retrieved his character, and attracted the at- 
tention of the polite world, by his comedy, entitled 
Grief-a-la-Mode. 

In 1 703 was received with great applause his co- 
medy called The Tender Husband ; in the composi- 
tion of which he is s^dd to have been assisted by his 
friend Mr. Addison. . In the year following he pro- 
duced another play ; which being un&roui^hly re- 
ceived, he was induced to give his humorous vein 
a new direction. On the 1 2th of April, 1709, he be- 
gan to publish the Tatler, to which Mr. Addison and 
Swift lent their assistance ; and that paper established 
- Steele's reputation, and increased his interest so 
much, that he was soon after appointed a commis^ 
*" sloner of the stamp-office. 

. The Tatler was finished on the 2d of January, 
1710-11, and the Spectator commenced on the 1 st of 
March following. The Tatler was begun and ended 
without Addison's knowledge ; but the Spectator ws» 
planned and carried on by bteele in concert with him. 
In the year 1713, when seven volumes of the Specta- 
y tor were published, and when there was probably no 
intention of adding an eighth, Steele commenced a 
new periodical publication called The Guardiariy to 
which many papers were contributed, not only by the 
several writers of the Spectator, but also by Pope aiid 
Dr. Berkeley, afterwards the celebrated Bishop of 
Clbyne. ^lus^rark was ccmducted upon the same 
general principles, and with the same elegance of 
taste^ as the former, " till some ulriucky sparkle from 
•< a Tory paper (says Johi^on) set Steele's politics on 
« fire, and wit at once blazed into faction." IJe then 
took a strong side against the ministry, resigfv^vtiia 
post in the stamp-office, together wUh^^n^f^x^ 
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the queen, saif^wrotettt^famous^paperioTheGuai:^ 
ian upon the deraolition of Dunkirk, which was pub- 
lished on the 7th of August, 1713. He was soon after 
returned a member for btockbridge m Hampshire $ 
and is said to have gained his election by promising an 
japple stuck full of guineas to the man whose wife 
should first be brought to bed afler that day nine 
months. He did not long enjoy his seat in the House 
of Commons ; for having been prevailed on, by the 
importunity of others, to write some violent papei^ 
respecting the Protestant succesdon, he was expelled 
the House. He then recommenced the Spectator in 
a series of papers ; of which Addison furnished the 
fourth part, and which were afterwards collected int© 
the eighth volume of that work, the most valuat^e^. 
certainly of the whole. ;. 

Upon the accession of George I. hts was rewarded ; 
for his attachment to the family of Hanover ; he was ^ 
knighted, chosen a member of Parliament, appmnted 
a surveyor of the royal stables at |iampton*court, and 
governor of the royal company of comedians. He 
wrote inmiy periodical and political papers ; and be- 
sides ^e dramas already mentioned, the-comedy of 
The Conscious Lovers, for which he I'eceived a purse V 
of five htuidred pounds from his Majesty. But not- 
withstaiiding all his resources, want of economy^ 
which was indeed his only vice> kept him in constant 
poverty. He died at his seat near Caermarthen^ in 
Wales, on the i st September, 1729. i ju ^ 



r 



JOSEPH ADDISON. 

Ji>ssFH Ai^njsoN was the son of Df . Lancelot Ad- 
dison> rector of Miistoo, near Ambrosebuxyi in Wilt- 
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shire, and afterwards dean of Salisbury. He was bom 
at Milston, on the 1st of May, 1673 ; and on the very 
day of his birth was Idd out for dead t but heaven pre*^ 
served so valuable a life for the benefit of posterity. 
Having received the elements of his education al 
school, he went to the University of Oxford at the 
age of fifteen. In the course of a few years he wrote 
^ght Latin poems, distinguished for purity and clas- 
sical elegance, which gained him a character among 
all persons of taste. In the year 1696 he wrote a 
poem on one of King William^s campaigns, addressed 
to Sir John, afterwards Lord Somers, Lord Keeper 
of the Great Seal, which introduced him to that 
statesman's patronage, and laid the foundation of a 
^cere and lasting friendship. Having shewn an 
inclination to. travel, his patron obtained for him a 
pension of three hundred pounds a year. He visited 
Italy in 1699 ; and in the year following Mrrote a poet- 
ical epistle from that country to Lord Halifax, which 
has been much admired. The death of King William) 
in 1702, deprived him of his pension, and rendered ifc 
pecessary for him to return to England ; where ho 
90€fa after published an account of his travels. 

In the year 1704 an accident hap]>ened which gave 
him a new opportunity of displaying his genius, and 
opened the way to his future honors. The Lord 
Treasurer Godolphin happened one day to express 
his regret to Lord Halifax, that the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough's victory at Blenheim had not been celebrated 
as it deserved ; and at the same time to request that 
his Lordship, who was the known patron of the poets, 
would name one qualified to do justice to so noble a 
subject. Lord Halifax mentioned Mr. Addison ; but 
insisted that the Lord Treasurer should se»d a me'iB- 
sage to him in his own name ; which was done in so 
respectful a maimer, that Mr. Ad^son^ndei^k the 
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task. Lord Godolphin saw the poem when the au- 
thor had arrived at the admired simile of the aiig^e)^ 
and was so highly pleased, that he immediately ap- 
pointed him a commissioner of appeals. In ITOS 
Mr. Addison was made under secretary of state ; and 
in 1709 went over to Ireland as secretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant. 

In the year 1 7 1 3 his celebrated tragedy of Gato was 
first acted, which was received perhaps with more 
applause than any juece which was ever exhibited on, 
the English stage. It \fas repeated thirty-five night3 
in succession, amidst the resounding plaudits both of 
the Whigs and the Tories. Panegyrics were written, 
in honor of it by the greatest wits of the time ; and it 
was translated into several languages. 

At the death of Queen Anne he was made secre- 
tary to the Regency. In 1 7 1 6 he married the Count- 
es^Dowager of Warwick) to whose son, it is said, he 
bad formerly been tutor. In 1717 he was promoted 
to the office of secretary of state ; but his health, which 
was before this pericd declining, suffered so much 
from the fatigues of business, that he was soonx^bliged 
to solicit his dismbsion ; which te obtained with a 
pension of one thousand five hundred pounds a year. 
He did not long survive his resignation, but died ia 
1719, in the fifty -fourth year of his age. 

It is to be regretted that so few anecdotes have been 
preserved respecting Mr. Addison as a writer in the 
Spectator. We are told, that when Jacob Tonson 
came to him for the papers which he contributed! 
Bayle's Historical and Critical Dictionary always lay 
open before him. Sir Roger de Coverlcy was his 
favourite character. Sir Richard Steele upon one oc- 
casion made the old knight guilty of a great incon- 
sisteacy* : Mr. Addison warmly remonstraj^ed with 
• See No. 410. 
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iii'm, and wotild not leave his Mend till he promised 
^|t he would no more meddle with his £ivorite. To 
prevent any such improprieties for the future, he re- 
solved to put Sir. Roger out of the way ; or, as he him- 
self humorously expressed it, to kill the knight that 
nobody else might murder him. 

As a writer, as a man, and as a Christian, the merit 
of Mr. Addison cannot be too highly extolled. Hit 
style has been always esteemed a model of excellence 
by men of taste. His humor has a charm whkh can- 
not be described ; his philosophy is rational, and his 
morality is pure ; and what must highly enchance his 
writings to every good man, he studied to practise 
himself the virtues he recommended to others. His 
papers in the first seven volumes of the Spectator are 
Biarked by one of the letters in the name CLIO. 



EUSTACE BUDGELL. 

As avrritcr in the Spectator, Budgell may be rank- 
ed next to Addison and Steele. < He was the son of 
Dr. Gilbert Budgell, a clergyman ; and was bom about 
Hie year 1 685. He distinguished himself both at school 
laid at ^e University of Oxford by his rapid progress 
m classical learning. His father intending him for 
the bv, entered him in the Inner Temple j but he prc- 
S^red polite literature, and the society of jj^^mi of 
&ahion,to the study of the law. He associati&d much 
with Addison, who was his mother's cousin- germaii ; 
and when that gentleman was appointed secretary to 
the Earl of Wharton, Lord lieutenant of Ireland, he 
took Budgell along with him as one of his clerks^ So 
close was the friendship between these two relations, 
that they lodged together, spent much of thek - 
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together^ and presented to the world their literarjr pro- 
ductions in concert ^H 
In 1711 Mr. fiudgell succeeded to his father's Es- 
tate, which amounted nearly to L. 950 a-yedr. But 
notwithstanding this accession to his fortune, he con- 
tinued attentive to business. Mr. Addison obtsdned 
for him the office of under-secretary ; he was also made 
chief secretary to the Lords Justices of Ireland, depu- 
ty clerk of the council in that kingdom, and soon after 
elected a member of the Irish parliament, where he 
was a distinguished speaker. In these different offi- 
ces he conducted himself with much ability and dili- 
gence. When Mr. Addison became secretary of stated 
he obtained for him the office of accountant and comp- 
troller-general of Ireland, worth L. 400 a-year. But 
this honor was of short duration ; he happened to give , 
some umbrage to the Duke of Bolton, who succeeded 
to the office of Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and he was 
deprived of all his offices. To this misfortune was 
added the death of Mr. Addison, which gave a deci- 
sive blow to his political hopes ; and the delusive 
South Sea scheme brought his fortune to the brink of 
ruin. The loss of his offices affected his judgment $ 
and one disaster succeeded another so closely, that his 
mind never recovered its former tone. At length he 
formed the desperate resolution of putting an end to 
his life. Having filled his pockets with stones on the 
ith of May 1 737, he took a boat at London-bridge, and 
thM|gg|mself into the river. He had appeared qv^ 
i0hW)l^ hr some days before ; and the corane^ 
inquest broi^ht him in lunatio. 
-Mr. Budgell possessed great accomplishments. 
He had a quick apprehension, a fine imagination, and 
a tenacious memory ; a genteel address, a ready wit, 
and a graceful elocution. So attentive was he to his 
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I 
^uty, that during the four years in which he held the 
offices of under secretary to the ^.ord Lieutenant and 
secretary to the Lords Justises, he had never been ab- 
sent four days from his employment, nor above tei 
miles distant fromj^blin. 

In the Spectaii^lr. Budgell pflesenred a respect- 
able charactert^ He wrote all the papers in the first 
seven voluti«phich in the common editions are m^jL; 
ed with thwRter X, amounting to twenty-eigj^B 
number ; and the eighth volume was written chimF 
by Budgell and Addison. He wrote many excellent 
papers in the Guardian, which are marked with an as- 
terisk ; besides several papers in the Tatler, which are 
not distinguished. His style is elegant, and worthy of 
the intimate friend of Addison. His brother Gilbert 
Budgell wrote a pretty copy of verses in No. 591 in 
the eighth volume* 



JOHN HUGHES. ,; 

John Hughes is said to have written the two let- 
tersin No. 33. and 53. signed R. B.. and both the let- 
ters in No. 66, No. 91. the letters in No. 104, 14 1, and 
in 2 10. tie second letter in No. 220. and No. 23(>. all 
except the last letter. Besides these, he composed 
*^ihe ktter in No. 231. where the youMjeivsister men- 
"fioned in Almahide was Mrs. Bai^^^d No 237. 
He also wrote the last letter in No. 2?i|^^, 306. and 
the letter in No. 311, Nos. 375, 525, 537, 541. and 

Mr. Hughes was the son of ajjjS^i^i^f London, aw^ 
bom at Marlborough in VMitshlre in 1677. in c^^ 

Vol* ^* ^ r^oai^ 
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tier part of his life he cultivated poetry, drawings and 
music ; in eacj^ ^^nrhich he made great proficieacy. 
He only followed them, however, as agreeable amuse- 
ments, when confined by bad lieaith, to which he was 
often subject At the age of 2C|k^published a poem 
on the peace oH^yswick, whiclMras received with 
much applause. This was soon sucqttded by others ; 

aich possessed such merit as to inljkuce him not 
IT to the friendship of Addison, ^^b, Congrevet 
we^and other polite writers, but also to the patron- 
age of the great^t men m the kingdom. He was 
made secretary to the commissioners of the peace in 
1717 by means of Lord Chancellor Cowper, and con- 
tinued in the same office till his death. This event 
took place in the forty-second year of his age, a few 
hours after his tragedy intitled "-The Siege of Damas- 
cus" had been acted at Drury-Lane with universal ap- 
l^ause. He published two volumes of Poem§, and 
some Translations from the French ; besides the pe- 
riodical papers whicli he contributed to the Tatler, 
Spectator, and Guardian. 



THOMAS TICKELL. 
Thomas Tickell, though his papers have never 
been accurately discriminated, was certainly a large 
contributor t^|||ei>pectator, and as such is intitled to 
notice in J^^pR^e. He was the son of the Reverend 
Hichard ^iiRell> and bom in 1686 at Bridekirk in 
Cumberland. At w hat school he received the rudi- 
ments of educMion is not known ;. but in April 1 701* 
he became a meiiit)|r of Queen's College Oxford, was 
^'imitted to the degre#of M. A. in 1708, and two 
^ *f wards was chosen fellow of liis college. He 
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entered early into the world, where he gamed the 
fnendship of Addison by some of the finest encomias^ 
tic verses on Rosamond that ever were written on such 
an oa:asion. When the Tninisters of Queen Anne 
were negociating with France, Tickell published The 
Pro^fiect ^ Peace ; a poem of which the tendency was^ 
to reclaim the nation from the pride of conquest to 
the pleasures of tranquility ; and of which the merit 
was such as to command the praises as well of those 
who condemned as of those who approved the treaty 
of Uu«cht. At the arrival of King George 1 . he wrot© 
The Royal Progress^ which is inserted in the Specta- 
tor No. 620, and therefiwe universally known. 

The poetical incident of most importance in the life 
of Tickell was his publication of the First Book of the 
ISady translated in apparent opposition to Pope's Ho- 
mer. Pope was led by various circumstances to sup- 
pose Addison, between whom and himself there was 
then a great coldness, the author of that translation ; 
but the arguments on w^hich his suspicion was foun- 
ded, though admitted by Johnson and others, have been 
lately shown by Bishop Hurd, in his life of Warburton, 
to be far from conclusive. His Lordship has indeed 
left little room to suppose that Tickell was not the 
author of the translation which he avowed ; and it is 
of such undoubted merit as shows that the author was 
opt altogether unequal to the task which Pope so suc- 
cessfully performed. 

When Addison went into Ireland as secretary to 
the Lord Sunderland, he carried TickdB^^with him, 
and employed him in public business ; and when af- 
terwards he rose to be secretary of stute, he made his 
friend under-secretary. The friendship of these two 
illustrious men continued, indeed, without abatement ; 
for when AdcUswi died, he left TickeU the charge of 
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publishing his works, and solemnly recommended hiift 
to the patronage of Craggs, then secretary of state. 
About the year 1725, Tickell was made secretary to 
the Lords Justices of Ireland, a place of great honor ^ 
in which he continued till 1740, when he died on the 
23d of April at Bath, leaving behind him the charac« 
tfer of a man of gay conversation, at least a temperate 
lover of wine and company, and in his domesdc re]|lr 
tions without censure. 



HENRY GROVE. 

Henry Grove, the author of four papers in the 
eighth volume, Nos. 588, 601, 626, and 635, was born 
at Taunton in Somersetshire in 1683. Being bred 
among the dissenters, he did not attend either of the 
universities, but went through a course of philosophy 
and divinity, under one of the most eminent scholars 
among the Presbyterians. He became a preacher at 
22 years of age, and at 23 succeeded Mr. Warren in 
theacademyof Taunton in ginng lectures on ethics 
and pneumatology. Upon the death of Mr. James, 
his partner in the academy, in 1725, he took the stu- 
dents of divinity under his care. He published seve- 
ral treatises, all of which display a sound and rational 
understanding. He wrote some letters to Dr. ClarkS 
on the publication of his Celebrated Discourse on the 
Being and Atti ibutes of God, which were treated with 
much respect by that illustrious divine. His paper, 
No. 635. in the Spectator, was re-published by Dr. 
Gibson, Bishop of London. " Mr. Grove died in 
1737-8. 

J 
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JOHN HENLEY. 
John Hbnlet, better known by th» appellation of 
Oratar Henley^ was the audior of two letterS) the (Mi© 
ngned Peter de Quir> said the other Tom Tweer. 
See No. 396. He was the son of a clergyman, and 
bom in 1 682. He possessed some abilities, but was (i 
kind of ecclesiastical quack. He obtained a bene- 
fice in the country ; but being eager to display his 
oratorial talents in a more conspicuous place^ he set- 
tled in London, where he preached on theological sub- 
jects on Sundays and declaimed upon the sciences (Hi 
Wednesdays : each auditor paid one shilling. He 
used to publish in a newspaper every Saturday an ad- 
Tertisement containing an account of the subjects on 
which he meant to harrangue, on the Sunday following, 
at his oratory near Lincoln's-Ihn-Fields. He was ri- 
diculed by Foote in his Jluction of Ficturesy and by 
Pope in the Dunciad, and was certainly no respecta* 
ble character* 



HENRY MARTYN. 
Hekut Marttn is supposed tohavj^been thepeiv 
son alluded to in the character of bir Andrew Free* 
^rt. Being the chief person employed in writing the 
British Merchant, a treatise that was much valued by 
govemmenti he was rewarded ^ith the office of in* 
spector-general of imports and exports. He is said 
to have contributed his assistance in writing many pa* 
persin the Spectator ; but unfortunately they have not 
been dbtinguished. See No. 195, 20Q. 
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xviii SKETCHES OF THE 

ZACHARY PEARCE. 

Dr. Zachary Pearce was bom on the 8th Sep- 
tember 1690, in the parish of St, Giles in High-Hol- 
bom. His father had acquired a competent fortune 
as a distiller, and retired at the age of forty to an estate 
in the county of Middlesex which he fiad purchased. 
Mr. Pearce received the rudiments of his education 
in a private school at Great Ealing, and was removed 
to Westminster-school in 1704; where he highly 
distinguished himself, and was elected one of the 
I(ing's scholars. In 1710, when he was twenty years 
old, he was elected to Trinity College in Cambridge. 
In 1716 his new edition of Cwro de Orator e^ with 
notes and emendations, was first pjublished. This he 
was advised to dedicate to Lord Parker, afterwards 
earl of Macclesfield ; who was so well pleased with 
the performance, that he thenceforth became his friend 
and patron. When Lord Parker was made High 
Chancellor of Great Britain, Mr. Pearce was appoin- 
ted his chaplain. From that time preferments crow* 
ded upon him ; and he would have received many 
more if his ambition had been equal to his merit. He 
was made Bishop of Bangor in 1747-8, and removed 
to the see. of Rochester in 1756. When advanced 
to the age of 83, he happened to fatigue himself so 
much by confi^paing 700 persons at Greenwich, tift 
he never afterwards recovered his strength ; a paraly- 
tic complaiht seized him, and he almost lost the pow- 
er of swallowing. ' Being asked by one of his friends 
who constantly attended'him,.how he could live on so 
little nourishment ? I Ut^, ^d he, upon the recoUec- 
^on of an innocent and;" well spent life, which is my 
only sustenance. After languishing several months, 
he died on the 59th of June 1774, in tlie 84th year ef 
his age. - • / Digitized by Qpogle 



LIVES OF THE AUTHORS. xix 

Besides publishing valuable editions of Cicero de 
Oratorcj and de OfficUa^ and Longinus de SubUndtatey 
he was author of several sermons, and some contro- 
versial works. But what we are chiefly concerned in. 
at present is his papers in the Spectator. He wrote 
No. 572, a^humorous essay on quacks ; and No. 633, 
a dissertation on the eloquence of the pulpit. In the 
ludicrous paper the Editor confesses that he has 
made additions and retrenchments ; but the other is 
printed as it came to his hand without variation. 

Besides these writers, of whom we have now giveu 
a short account, we are informed that there were se- 
veral others who contributed their assistance. Dr. 
Pamell is said to have Written several papers, but 
these have not been distinguished. The favors of 
Mr. Ince, who was secretary to the comptrollers of 
the army accounts in 1740, are acknowledged 1^ 
Steele in No. 555. The Rev. Richard Parker, vicar 
of Embleton, wrote No. 474. Lord Chancellor Hard- 
•wicke wrote the letter on travelling, No. 364, when 
he was only nineteen years of age. The letter signed 
F. J. in No. 520, is said to have been the production of 
Mr. Francham of Norwich. The last letter, and the 
verses in No. 527, are by Pope: and the pastoral 
ballad in No. 603, was written by Mr. Byrom, a na- 
tive of Manchester, who afterwards published ^ sys** 
ftem of short-hand> and died in 1 763. 
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TO 
TOE SIGHT HOKORABLB 

JOHN, LORD SOMERS, 
BARON OF EYESHAM. 



I 



HT LORDi 



SHOULD not act the part of an impartial Specta- 
tor, if I dedicated the following papers to one who is 
not of the most consummate and most acknowledged 
merit. 

None but a person of a finished character can be 
the proper patron of a work, which endeavours to cul- 
tivate and polish human life, by promoting virtue and 
knowledge, and by recommending whatsoever may be 
either useful or omamental to society. 

I know that the homage I now pay you, is offering 
a kind of violence to one who is as solicitous to shun 
applause as he is assidious to deserve it. But, my 
Lord, this is perhaps the only particular in which your 
prudence will be always disappointed. 

While justice, candour, equanimity, zeal for the 
good of your country, and the most persuasive elo- 
quence in bringing over others to it, are valuable 
(Ustinctions, you are not to expect that the public will 
so for comply with your inclinaUons as to forbear ce- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



xxii DEDICATION. 

lebrating Sji^ch extraordinary qualities. It b in v^ia 
that you have endeavoured to conceal your share of 
merit in the many national services which you have 
effected. Do what you will> the present age will be 
tafl^ing of your virtues, though posterity alone will do 
them mstice. 

Other men pass through oppositions and contend- 
ing interests in the ways of amtntion ; but your great 
abilities have been invited to power, and importuned to 
accept of advancement. Nor is it strange that thi^ 
should happen to your Lordship, who could bring 
into the service of your Sovereign the arts and po- 
licies of ancient Greece and Rome, as well as the most 
exact knowledge of our constitution in particular, and 
of the interests t)f Europe in general; to which I 
must also add, a certain dignity in yourself, that (to 
say the least of it) has been always equal to those 
great honors which have been conferred upon you. 

It is very well known how much the Church owed 
to you in the most dangerous day it ever saw (a), thsJt 
of the arraignment of its prelates ; and how hr the ci- 
vil power, in the late and present reign, has been in* 
debted to your counsels and wisdom. 

But to enumerate the great advantages which the 
public has received from your administration, would 
be a more proper work for an history than foi: an ad« . 
dress of this nature. 

Your Lordship appears as great in your private life 
as in the most important offices which you have borne. 
I would therefore rather choose to speak of the plea- 
sure you afford all who are admitted into your conver- 
sation, of your elegant taste in all the polite parts of 
learning, of your great humanity and complacency of 
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maimers^ and of the surprising influence wfdch is pe- 
culiar to you, in making every one, who converses 
with your Lordship; prefer you to himself, ^without 
thinking the more meanly* of his own talents. But 
if I should take notice of all that might be observed in 
your Lordship, I should have nothing new to safSpon 
any other character of distinction, 

lan^ 

If T LORDi 

Your Lordship's most obedient) 
Most devoted humble servant^ 

THE SPECTATOR. 



* The connnon editions read kae mtctnhf, which is endentlj 
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SPECTATOR. 



Ho. h THURSDAY, March 1, 1710-11. 

BT ADDISOir. 

JVon fumum ex ful^ope, sed ex fumo dare hicem 
' Cogitate ut speciosa defdnc ndracula promat. 

Hot. Ars. Poet, v, 143L 
One with a flash begins, and ends in smoke ; ^ 

The other out of smoke brings glorious light. 
And (without raising expectation high) 
Surprises as with dazzling miracles. 



RoscoMMoir. 



I 



HAVE observed, that a reader seldom peruses a 
book with {deasure^ until he knows whether the writer 
of it be a black or a fair man, of a nuld or choleric dis* 
position, married or a bachelor^ with other particulars 
of the like nature, that conduce very much to the right 
understanding of an author. To gratify this curiosity, 
which is so natund to a reader, I de^gn this paper, and 
my next, as pre&tory discourses to my following writ- 
ings, and shall g^ve some account in them of the seve- 
ral persons that are engaged in this work. As the 
chief trouble of compiling, digesting, and correcting, 
will fall to my share, I must do myself the jusdce.t6 
open the work with my own history. 
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2 THE SPECTATOR. ^o. I. 

I was bom to a small hereditary estate, which, ac-* 
cording to the tradition of the village where it lies, was 
- bounded by the same hedges and ditches in William 
the Conqueror's time that it is at present, and has 
been delivered down from &ther to son, whole and en- 
tireMJjpithout the loss or acquisition of a single field or 
meadow, during the space of six hundred years ; there 
runs a story in the family, that when my mother was 
gone with child of me about three months, she dreamed 
that she was brought to bed of a judge : whether this 
might proceed from a law-suit, which was then de- 
pending in the family, or my father's being a justice 
of the peace, I cannot determine ; for I am not so vain 
as to think it presaged any dignity that I should ar- 
rive at in my future life, though that was the inter- 
pretation which the neighborhood put upon it. The 
gravity of my behavior at my very first appearance iii 
tl# world, and all the time that I sucked, seemed to 
favor my mother's dream ; for, as she has often told 
me, I threw away my rattle before I was two months 
old, and would not make use of my coral until they 
k^d taken away the bells from it. 

As for the rest of my infancy, tliere being nothing 
ifl it remarkable, I shall pass it over in silence. I find, 
that during my nonage, 1 had the reputation of a very 
^sullen youth, but was always a fevotite of my school- 
;master, who used to say, that my parta nvere solid, and 
'iDould wear well, I had not been long at the univer- 
sity, before I distingiiished myself by a most profound 
silence ; for, during the space of eight years, except- 
ing in the public exercises of the college, I scarce 
uttered the quantity of an hundred words ; and in- 
deed do not remember that I ever spoke three sen- 
tences together in my whole life. Whifet I was iu 
this learned body, I applied myself with so much dili^ 
^ence to my studies, that there arc very few ceiebratefl 
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bpokS) either in the learned or the modem tongues^ 
\^ich I am not acquainted with. 

Upon the death of my father, I was resolved to tra* 
vel into foreign countries, aild therefore left the uni- 
versity, with the character of an odd unaccountable fel- 
low, that had a great deal of learning, if I woul^'but 
shew it. An insatiable thirst after knowledge carried 
me into all the countries of Europe, in which there 
was any thing new or strange to be seen ; nay, to such 
a degree was my curiosity raised, that having read the 
controversies of some great men concemiqj^ the anti^ 
quities of Egypt, I made a voyage to Gv^0l§^vo, on 
purpose to take the measure of a pyramid : and as 
soon as I had set mysejf right in that particular, re- 
turned to my native country with great satisfaction. 

I have passed my latter years in tlus city, where I 
am frequently seen in most public places, though 
there are not above half a dozeif of my select frien^ 
that know me ; of whom my next piaper shall give^a, 
more particular account. There is no place of gene- 
ral resort, wherein I do not often make my appear-, 
ance ; sometimes I am seen thrusting my head into a 
round of politicians at Will's, and listening with great 
attention to the narratives that are made in those little 
drcular audiences. Sometimes I smoke a pipe at 
Child's, and whilst I seem attentive to nothing but the 
Postman^ over-hear the conversation of every table in 
the room. I appear on Sunday nights at St. James* 
coffee-hous^, and sometimes join^the little committee 
of politics in the inner room, as one who comes there 
to hear and improve. My face is likewise very V(^ 
known at the Grecian, the Cocoa-Tree, and in the 
theatres both of Drury-lane and Hay-Market. I have 
been taken for a merchant upon the cxchange^ for 
above these t^ years, and sometimes pass for a4^ 
JH tiie assembly of stock-jobbers at Jonathan's s in 
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short, wherever I see a cluster of people, I always mix 
with them, though I never open my lips but in my 
j^mm club. 

Thus I live in- the world rather as a Sti€cta0r of 
^mankind, than of one of the species, by Which means 
I h£n% made myself a speculative statesman, soldier, 
merchant, and artisan, without ever meddling with any 
practical part in life. I am very well versed in the 
theory of a husband or a father, and can discern the 
errors in the economy, business, and diversion of 
odiers, better than those who are engaged in thence; 
as standcraHy discover blots^ which are apt to escape 
those who are in the game. I never espoused any 
party with violence, and am resolved to observe an ex- 
act neutrality between the Whigs and Tories, unless 
1 shall be forced to declare myself by the hostilities 
of either side. In short, I have acted in all the parts 
of my life as a looker-on, which is the character 1 in- 
tend to preserve in this paper. 

I have given the reader just so much of my history 
and character, as to let him see I am not altogether 
unqualified for the business I have undertaken. A,s 
for other particulars in my life and adventures, I shall 
insert tliem in the following papers, as I shall see occa- 
sion. In the mean time, when I- consider how much 
I hai^ seen, read, Mid heard, I begin to blame itiy 
©wn taciturnity ; and since I have neither time nor In- 
clinatidn to communicate the fulness of my heart in 
speech-, I am resolved to do it in writing, and to print 
myTself out, if possible, before I die. I have been often 
told by my friehds, that it is pity so ihany useful dis- 
coveries which 1 have made should be in th6 posses- 
sion of a sileht man. For this reason, therefore, I shall 
publish a sheet-full of thoughts every morning, for 
the benefit of my contemporaries ; ahd if I can any- 
way contribute to the diversion orimD«>veijnent of the 
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coundy in which I live, I shall leave it, when I am 
summoned out of it, with the secvet satisfaction of 
thinking that I have not lived in vain. 

There are three very material points whkh I have 
not spoken to in this paper ; and which, for several 
important reasons, I must keep to myself, at leftstfor 
some time : I mean, an account of my name, my age, 
and my lodgings. I must confess, I would gratify 
my reader in any thing that is reasonable ; but as for 
these three particulars, though I am sensible they 
might tend very much to the embellishment of my 
paper, I cannot yet come to a resolution of commu^ 
nicating them to the public. They would indeed 
jdrsiw me out of that obscurity wiiich I have enjoyed 
.£>r many years, and expose pe in public places to §e-s 
veral salutes and civilities, which have been always 
:very disagreeable to me^ ; for the greatest pain I can 
•eaffer; is the being talked to, and being stared at. It 
isforjthis reason likewise, that I keep my complexion 
and dress as very great secrets ; though it is not im^ 
.possible, but X may naake diecovenes of bptl^ in tJtie 
progress of the work I have undertaken* 
> After having been thus particular upon myself I 
4hall, in to-morrow's paper, give an account of those 
gentlemen who are concerned \^th me in tlus wprk ; 
lor, as I have before intimated, a plan of it is laid and 
^Mmcerted, as all oth^r matters of importance are, in a 
,dub. However, as my friends hav^ engaged me to 
stand in the front> those who have, a mind to corres- 
pond with me^ may direct th^ir letters to the Sfiecta^ 
•tor^ at Mr. Buckley's in Little^Britain. For I must 
i^irther acquaint the reader, that, though our club 
meet only cm Tuesdays and .Thursdays, v?e have ap7x 
pointed a committee to sit every lught for the inspec- 
ti<m of all such papers as may contribute to the ad-' 
irwic^ment of the pu^jc weal. ^ 
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mo. a. 


FRIDAY, March 8. 

BT STKELE. 


• ■» 



£ipluret uno conclaman$ oremmmmm 

juv. Sat. r. V. i$r. 

Six more «l least join their eonsenting voice. 

1 U£ first of our society is a getitleln«n of W<M/^^ 
ter-sfaire, of ancient descent^ a baronet^ his name SLft 
Jtoger de Ccnferlry, His great-grandfather was InreiW- 
tor of that femous country-^ttioe Which is called after 
bim. All who know that shire sure very well ac^ 
<|U£dnted with the parts and merits of Sir Ihger. H^ 
is a gentleman that is rery singular in his behaviefy 
but his Angularities proceed from his good sense, and 
are contradictions to the manners of the worlds only 
as he thinks the worlds is in the wrongs Ifewevei|^ 
this humor createa him no enemies, for he does no^ 
thing with sourness or obstinacy ; and his bdng un- 
confined to models and forms, midies him but the 
readier and mor^ capal^e to |4es«e v^d d>lige all who 
know him. When he la in town, he lives in Sohoi 
square. It is said, he keeps himself a bachelor, b)r 
reason he waaorossediti lo«e t^ a perverse beau^ol 
wHow«f the next county to hiiln* Before tMs dm0% 
pointment, Sir Roger wa^ what you call a fine gentte^ 
tnan, had ofbn supped with my Lord Rochester ao4 
Sir George Etherege, fought a duel up^m his first 
cotmng to town, aitd kicMd buUy DaWson in a puUie 
coffee-house, for calling lum aymingster. But beiftg 
ill used by the above-mentioned widow, he Was v^ty 
"a^rious for a year and a half; uid, though his temper 
lieing^naturalty jovial, he at last got over it, he grew 
tarekss of li^msclf^apdaeverdresaed afterwards. Hb 
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oontinues to wear ^ coat and doublet of the same cut 
that were in fashion at tlie time of his repulse, wKch^ 
m his meny humors, he tells us, has been in and out 
twelve times since he first wore it. It is said, Sir 
Roger grew humble in his desires after h^ had forgot 
this cruel beauty, insomuch that it Is reported he has 
frequently offended in point of chastity with beggars 
and gypsies ; but this is looked upon, by his friends, 
tather as ipatter of raillery than truth. He is now in 
his fifty-sixth year, cheerfol, gay, and hearty ; keeps 
a good house both in town and country ; a great lover 
of mankind \ but there is such a mirthful east fai his be* 
haivior, that he is rather beloved than esteemed. His 
tenants grow rich, his servants look satisfied, all the 
ytmngwtmien profess love to him, and the young men 
are glad of his company ; when he comes into a house, 
lie caHs the servants by their names, and talks ^ the- 
way up stairs to a visit. I must not omit, that Sir Ri>- 
ger is a justice of the qyorumj that he fills the chair 
at a quarter-session with great abilities, and thrcfc 
nKAiths ago gained univereal applause, by exphdnin^ 
a passage in the game-act. 

The gentleman next in esteem and authority among^ 
us, is another bachelor, who is amerafeer of the Inner 
Temple ; a mMi ofgreat probity, wit, and understand^ 
Ikig; but he has chosen his place of residence nkther 
UMAey the direction ^f an old humoi^ome &ther, than 
iti pursuit of his own inclinations.^ He ^aa placed 
there to study the laws of the land, and is the most 
teamed of any of the house in those of the stage- 
Aristotle and Longinus are much better understood 
ly him than Littletcm or Coke. The &ther ^ends u^ 
eirery post qtiestions relating to marriage-articles, 
*l6atses, and tenures in the neighborhood ; all which 
teiestrons he agree* wilii an attorney to answer and 
AteweofiijtbetoniB. Heissttidgi|^e^psiete 
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tliemselves, when he should be mquiring into the de-^ 
bates among men which arise Trom them. He knows 
the argument of each of the orations of Demosthenes 
and Tullfj but not one case in the reports of our own 
Gourts. No ohQ ever took him fen* a fool, but noae^ 
except his intimate friends^ know he has a great deal 
of wit. This turii makes him at cmce both disinter- 
ested and ^redable ; as few of his thoughts are drawn 
from business, they are most of them fit for conversa- 
tion^ His taste of books is a little too just for the age 
he lives in ; he has read ail, but approves of very few. 
His familiarity with the customs, manners, actions, and ' 
writings of the ancients, msd^es him a very delicate 
observer of what occurs to him in the present world. 
He is an excellent critic, and the time of the play is his 
hour of busmess ; exactly at five he pausses through 
^ew-Inn, crosses through Russel-Court, and takes a 
turn at Will's till the play begins ; he has his sho^ 
rubbed, and his periwig powdered at the barber's, a^ 
you go into the Rose. ^ It is for the good of the s^ 
dience when he is at a play ; for the actors have 9ik am- 
bition to please him. 

The person of next con^eration is Sir Andr^ 
Freeftorty a merchant of great eminence in the city of 
London \ a person of indefatigal^e industry, strcmg 
ireason, and great experience. His notions of trade are 
noble and generous, and (as every rich man has usuaUy 
some sly way of jesting, which wQ\dd make no great 
figure were he not a rich man) he calls the sea the 
British Common.. He is acquainted with commerce 
in ail its parts, and will tell you that it is a stupid 2sA 
barbarous way to extend dominion by arms, for true 
power is to be got by arts and indultry. He will 
often argue, that if this part of our trade were well 
cultivated, we should gain from one nation ; and if anp- 
Sier, from another. I have heard hknnro?e;i that kr 
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Ugence makes more lasting acqmations than valor^ and 
that sloth has rukied more nations than the sword. He 
abounds in several frugal maxims, amdogst which the> 
greatest feivorit^ is, * A penny saved is a penny got.* 
A general trader of good sense is j^easanter company 
than a general scholar ; and Sir Andrevf having a na- 
tural unaffected eloquenc^, the perspicuity of his dis- 
course gives ^e»8ame pleasure #at wit would in ano- 
ther man. He has made his fortunes himself ; and 
says ,that England may he richer than any other king- 
doms, by as plain methods as he himself is richer 
than other men ; though ut the same time I can say 
tlas of him, that there is not a point in the compass 
hut blows home a ship in which he is an owner. 

Next to Sir Jndrew in the ciub-room sits Captain 
Senigy, a. gentleman of great / coui-age, good under- 
. standing, but invinciWe modesty. He is one of those 
that deserve very well, but are very auk ward at put- 
ting their talents within the observation of such as 
should take notiee of them. He was some years a cap- 
tainj and behaved himself with great gallantry in seve- 
ral engagements, and at several sieges ; but having a 
small estate of his own, and being next heir to Sir 
Meger^ he has quitted a way of life* in which no man 
can rise svdts^y-to his merit, who is not something 
^f a courtier, as well as a soldier. I have heard him 
o^n lament, that in a profession where merit is placed 
in so conspicuous a view, impudence should get the 
ihtter of modesty. When he has talked to this pur- - 
^fhscj I never heard him make a sour expression, but 
frankly confess that he left the world, because lie was 
^t fit for it. A strict honesty and an even regular be- 
havior, are in themselves obstacles to liim that must 
press through crowds, who «ideavor at the same 
ends with himself,, the favor of a commander. He 
«1, however, in Jus way of talk, excuse generals, fm- 
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not disposing according to mens' desert, or inquiring 
into it : for, says he, that great man who has a mind ta 
help me, has as many to break through to come at mc, 
as I have to copie at him : therefore, he will conclude, 
that the man who would make a figure, especially in a 
military way, must get over all false modesty, and as- 
sist his patron against the importunity of qjher pre- 
tenders, by a proper -assurance in his own vindica- 
tion. He says, it is a civil cowardice to be backward 
in asserting what you ought to expect, as it is a mili- 
jfary fear to be slow in attacking when it is your duty. 
With this candor does the jj^ntlf man speak of him- 
self and others. The same fraiikness runs through 
all his conversation. The militaiy part of his life has 
flirnished him with many adventures, in the relation 
•f which he is very agreeable to the company 4 iqr he 
is never over-bearing, though accustomed to com- .■ 
mand men in the utmost degree below him ; nor too 
obsequious, from an habit of obeying men highly 
above him. 

But, that our society may not appear a set of hu- 
morists, unacquainted with the gallantries and plea- 
sures of the age, we have among us the gallant JViil 
Money comb f a gentleman who, accbrding to his years^ * 
should be in the decline of his life, but having e\^p 
been very careful of his person^ and always had a 
very easy fortune, time has made but very little im- 
pression, either by wrinkles on his forehead, or traces 
in his brain. His person is well turned, of a gc^|^. 
height. He is very ready at that sort of discou^^^ 
with which men usually enteitain women. He has 
all his life dressed very well, and remembers habit* 
as others do men. He can smile wl^en one spes^s to 
him, and laughs easily. He knows the history of every 
mode, and can inform you from which^ the French 
king's wenches our wives and daughters Jiiad !^i| jg^* 
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ner of curling their hair, that way of pladiiig th<St 
hoods ; whose frailty was covered by such a soh of pet- 
ticoat, and whose vanity to shew her foot, made that 
part of the dress so short in such a year. In a word, 
all his conversation and knowledge have been m the 
female world : as other men of his age will take no- 
tice to yon what such a minister said upon such and 
such an occasion, he will tell you, when the Duke of 
Monmouth danced at court, such a woman was then 
smitten, another was taken with him at the head of 
his troop in the Park. In all these important rela- 
tions, he has ever about the same time received a kind 
glance or a blow of a fan from some celebrated beauty^ 
mother of the present Lord such-a-one. If you speak 
of a young commoner that said a lively thing^in the 
house, he starts up, ^ He has good blood in his veins^ 

* Tom Mirabel begot him, the rogue cheated me in 
' that affair ; that young fellow's mother used me more 

* like a dog than any woman I ever made advances to * 
This way of talking of his very much enlivens the 
conversation among us of a more sedate turn ; and^ 
I find there is not one of the company, but myseli^ 
who rarely speak at ail, but speaks of him as of that 
9art of man who is usually called a well-bred fine 
gentleman. To conclude his character, where wo- 
men are not concerned, he is an honest worthy man. 

I cannot tell whether I am to account him whom I 
■am next to speak of as one of our company ; for he 
vms us but seldom ; but when he does, it adds to 
c?ery man else a new enjoyment of himself. He is 
a clergyman, a^ery philosophic man, of general leam- 
reat sanctity of life, and the most exact good 
He has t^ misfortune to be of a very 
we&45onstitution ; and consequently cannot accept of 
such caf!e^£lfd bujpness as preferments m his function 
WetUd ^Bkfrkffto : he is therefore among divines 
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vhat a chamber-counseUor is among latryers. The 
prbbity of his mindi fOid the integrity of hislife, create 
him followers} as being eloquent or loud advances 
others. He seldom introduces the subject he speaks 
Upon ; but we are so &r gone in 3rears, that he (^>seryea 
vkeh he is among us, an earnestness to have him fall 
«n some divine topic, which he always treats with much 
autbority, as^one who has no hiterests in this worldv 
as one who is hastening to the object of all his wishes, 
and conceives hope from his decays and infirmities. 
These are my ordinary companbi^. R 



»•»< 



No. 3. SATURDAY, March 2. 

BY ADDISON. 

JEt guoi qmtqtte ferct itudio dewnctus ndharet, 
Aut qtdbus in rebus multum &uimu9 ante fnortUif 
Mque in qua ratione fiat contenta moffis mensp 
In totrndt eadem plerumgue videmur olrire* 

l,¥Cft.l.4. V. 959- 

——'What studies please, what most delight. 
And fill Bien9 thoughts, they dfieam them o'er at mght* 

CRsse04 

XN one of my late rambles, or rather ispeculatLo^St 
I looked into the great hall where the bank is kept;^ 
and was not a little pleased to see the directors^ sc^ 
cretaries, and clerks, with alt the other members o^ 
that wealthy corporation, ranged in their several sta.H 
tions, according to the parts they act in that just aiM!^ 
regular economy. This revived in my memoiy tti^i 
many discourses which I had both read and hea^c^ 
conccming the decay of public credit^ with the me^ 
thoda of restoring it) and which* in my qplnion, Insert 
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always been defective, because they have always been 
made with an eye to separate interests, and party prin- 
ciples. 

The thoughts of the day gave my mind employ- 
ment for the whole night, so that I fell insensibly into 
a kind of methodical dream, which disposed all my 
contemplations into a vision or allegory, or what else 
the reader shall please to call it. 

Methought I returned to the great hall, where I had 
been the morning before, but, to my surprise, instead 
of the company that I left there, I saw, towards the 
upper end of the hall, a beautiful virgin, seated on a 
throne of gold. Her name, as they told me, was 
Public Credit. The walls, instead of being adorned 
with pictures and maps, were hung with many acts 
of parliament, written ii\^ golden letters. At the up- 
per end of the hall was the Magna Charta, with the 
act of uniformity on tlie right hand, .and the act of 
toleration on the left. At the lower end of the hall 
was the act of settlement, -which was placed full in 
the eye of the virgin that sat upon the throne. Both 
the sides of the hall were covered with such acts of 
parliament as had been made for the establishment of 
public funds- The lady seemed to set. an unspeak- 
able value upon these several- pieces of furniture, in- 
somuch that she often refreshed her eye with them, 
sad often smiled with a secret pleasure, as she looked 
upon them ; but, at the same time, shewed a very par- 
ticular imeasiness, if she saw any thing approaching 
tiiat nftight hurt them. She appeared, indeed, in- 
finitely tinwrous in all her behavior : and, whether it 
VBU from the delicacy of her constitution, or that she 
vas troubled with vapors', as I was afterwards told by 
«ae who, I found, was none of her welUwishers, she- 
Cban^ed cdor, and startled at every thing she heard. 
Si|^ was likewise, as I afterwards found, a greater va- 

^ ^** ^ Digitized by Google 



U THE SPECTATOR. No. ST. 

letudinarian than anjr I had ever met with, ^ven ia 
her own sex, and subject to such momentary con* 
sumptions^ that UKthe twinkling of an eye she would 
&11 away from the most florid complexion^ and the 
most healthful state of body, and wither into a skele- 
ton. Her recoveries were often as sudden as her de- 
cays, insomuch that she would revive in a moment out 
t)f a wasting distemper, into a habit of the highest 
health and vigor. 

I had very soon an opportunity of observing these 
quick turns and changes in her constitution. There 
sat at her feet a couple of secretaries, who received 
every hour letters from all parts of the world, which 
Ifhe one or the other of them was perpetually reading 
t^ her ; and, according to the news she heard, to which 
she was exceeding attentive she changed color, and 
discovered many symptoms of health or sickness. 

Behind the throne was a prodigious heap of bags 
of money, which were piled upon one another so high, 
that thipy touched the ceiling. The floor, on her right 
hand, and on her left, was covered with vast sums of 
gold, that rose up in pyramids on either side of her ; 
but this I did not so much wonder at, when I heard) 
upon inquiry, that she had the same virtue in her 
touch, which the poets tell us a Lydian king was for- 
merly possessed of: loid that she could convert what- 
ever she pleased into that precious metal. 

After a little dizziness, and confused hurry of 
thought, which a man o&en meets with in a dream^ 
methought the hall was alarmed, the doors flew open, 
and there entered half a dozen of the most hideous 
phantoms that I had ever seen, even in a dream, be- 
fore that time. They came in two by two, though 
matched in the most dissociable manner, and mingled 
together in a kind of dance. It would be tedious to 
describe their hj4>its tmd persons ; for which reasc^ I 
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shall only inform my reader, that the first couple 
were Tyranny and Anarchy, the second were Bigotry 
and Atheism, the third the genius of a commonwealth, 
and a young man of about twenty-t\yo years of age, 
whose name I could not learn. He had a sword in 
his right hand, which in the dance he often brandished 
at the act of settlement ; and a citizen, who stood by 
me, whispered in my ear, that he saw a spunge in his 
left hand. The dance of so many jarring natures put 
me in mind of the sun, moon, and earth, in the Re- 
hearsal, that danced together for no other end but to 
eclipse one another. 

The reader will easily suppose, by what has been 
before said, that the lady on the throi* would have^ 
been almost frightened to distraction, had she seen but 
any one of these spectres ; what then must have been 
her condition when she saw them all in a body ? she 
£unted, and died away at the sight. 

JEt neque jam color eat misto candore rubori ; 
J\^ec vigor, & vires, & gtia modo visa placebant ; 
JVTc corpus remaiiet"^-'^ 

Ovid. Met. 1. 3. V. 491. 



-Her spirits faint. 



Her blooming cheeks assume a pallid teint, 
^nd scarce her form remsdns. 

There was as greata change in the hill of money- 
bags, and the heaps of money, the former shrinking 
and falling into so many empty bags, that I now found 
not above a tenth part of them had been filled witli 
jnoney. The rest that took up the same space, and 
made the same figure as the bags that were really 
filled with money, had been blown up with air, and 
called into my memoiy the bags full of wind, which 
Homer tells us his hero received as a present from 
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^olus. The great heaps of gold on either side the 
throne now appeared to be only heaps- of paper, op 
little piles of notched sticks, bound up together in 
bundles like Bath-faggots. 

Whilst I was lamenting this sudden desolation that 
had been made before me, the whole scene vanished : 
In the room of the frightful spectres, there now en- 
tered a second dance of apparitions, very agreeably- 
matched together, and made up of very amiable phan- 
toms. The first pair was Liberty with Monarchy at 
her right hand ; the second was Moderation, leading 
in Religion ; and the third a person whom I had ne- 
ver seeuj with the genius of Great-Britain. At theiir 
first entrance the Lady revived, the bags swelled to 
their former buik, the piles of faggots and heaps of 
paper chianged into pyramids of guineas : and, for my 
own part, I was so transported with joy, that I awaked, 
though, I mtist confess, I would fain have fallen asleep 
again to have closed my vision, if I could h^ve done tt. 



No. 4. MONDAY, March 5. 

BY STEELE. 

*— -EgTf^ii mortalcm dltique silentii ? 

Ilor. Sat. 6. 1. 2. v. 53 

One of uncommon silence and reserve. 



A. 



L.N author, when he first appears in the world, js 
very apt to believe it has notliing to tliink of but his 
performances. With a good share of this vanity in 
my heart) I made it my business these three days to 
listen after my own fame, and as I have sometimes 
met^with circumstances which did not displease xti^y 
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I have been encountered by others which gave me as 
much mortification. It is incredible to think how 
empty I have in this time observed some part of the 
species to be* what mere blanks they are when they 
first come abroad in the morning, how utterly they 
are at a stand till they are set a-gomg by some para- 
graph in a newspaper : such persons are very accept- 
able to a young author, for they desire no more in any 
thing but to be new, to be agreeable. If I found con- 
solation among such, I was as much disquieted by the 
incapacity of others. These are mortals who have a 
certsdn curiosity without power of reflection, and pe-* 
rused my papers like spectators rather than readers. 
But there is so little pleasure in inquiries that so 
nearly concern ourselves, (it beiBg the worst way in 
the world to fame, to be too anxious about it) tha^ 
upon the whole, I resolved, for the future, to go on in 
my ordinary way ; and without too much fear or hope 
about the business of reputation, to be very careful 
•f the design of my actions, but very negligent -of the 
consequences of them. 

It is an endless and frivolous pursiut to act by any 
•ther rule than, the care of satisfying our own minds>. 
in what we da One would think a dlent man, who 
concerned himself with no one breathing, should be 
very little liable to misrepresentaticMis ; and yet, I re- 
member, I \vas once taken up for a Jesuit, for no other 
reason but my profound taciturnity. It was from this 
misfortune, that to be out of harm's way, I have ever 
ance affected crowds. He who comes into assemblies 
only to gratify his curiosity, and not to make a figure^ 
enjoys the pleasures of retirement in a more exquisite 
degree than he possibly could in his closet ; the loyer, 
the ambitious^ and the miser, arc followed thither ^y 
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a worse crowd than any they can withdraw from. To 
be exempt from the passions with which others are 
tormented, is the only pleasing solitude. I can very 
justly say with the ancient sage, / am never less alone 
than when alone. As I am insignificant to the com* 
pany in jmblic places, and as it is visible I do not 
come thither as niost do, to shew myself, I gratify the 
vanity of ^11 who pretend to make an appearance, and 
have often as kind looks from well-dressed gentlemen 
and ladies, as a poet would bestow upon one of Ms 
audience. There are so many gratifications attend 
this public sort of obscurity, that some little distastes 
I daily receive have lost their anguish ; and I did the 
other day, without the least displeasure, overhear one 
say of me, * That strange fellow ;* and another an^ 
swer, ' I have known the fellow's face these twelve 

< years, and so must you ; but I believe you are the 

< first ever asked who he was.' There are, I must 
confess, many to whom my person is as well known as 
that of their nearest relations, 3?v^ho give themselves 
BO ferther trouble about calling me by my name ol? ,. 
quality, but speak of me very currently by Mr. What- 
do-ye-call-him. 

To make up for these trivial disadvantages, I have 
high satisfaction of beholding all nature with an un* 
prejudiced eye ; and having nothing to do with mens 
passions or interests, I can, with the greatest saga- 
city, consider their talents, manners, failings, and 
merits. 

It is remarkable, that those who want any one 
sense, possess the others with greater, force and viva> 
city. Thus my want of, or rather resignation of 
speech, gives me all the advantages of a dumb man. 
I have; methinks, a more than ordinary penetration in 
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seeing ; and flatter myself that I have looked into the 
highest and lowest of mankind, and make shrewd 
guesses, without being admitted to their conversationt 
at the inmost thoughts and reflections of all whom I 
behold. It is from hence that good or ill fortune has 
no manner of force towards .affecting my judgment. 
I see men flourishing in courts, and languishing in 
jails, without being prejudiced from their circum- 
stances to their favor or disadvantage ; but from their 
inward manner of bearing their condition, often pity 
tlie prosperous, and admire the unhappy. 

Those who converse with the dumb, know from 
the turn of their eyes, and the changes of their coun- 
tenance, their sentiments of the objects before them. 
I have indulged my silence to such an extravagance^ 
that the few who are intimate with me, answer my 
smiles with concurrent sentences, and argue to the 
very point I shaked my head at, witliout my speaking, 
IVill Honeycomb was very entertaining the other night 
at a play, to a gentleman who sat on his right hand^ 
while 1 was at his left. The gentleman believed Will 
was talking to himself, when upon my looking with 
great approbation at a young thing in a box before' us, 
he said, ' 1 am quite of another opinion. She has, I 

< will allow, a very pleasmg aspect, but methinks that 

* simplicity in her countenance is rather childish than 

< innecent.* When I observed her a second time, he 
said, * I grant her dress is very becoming; but per- 

* haps the merit of that choice is owing to her mother ; 

* for though (continued he) I allow a beauty to be as 

< much to be commended for the elegance of her dress 

< as a wit for that of his language ;, yet if she has stolen 

< the color of her ribbands from another, or had advice 

* about her trimmings, I shall not allow her the praise 

< of dress, any more than I would call a plagiary an 
^mnhor*' When I threw my eye towards the nesu 
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iiroman to her, Will spoke what I looked, according 
to his romantic imagination, in the foilowmg man- 
ner : 

' Behold, you who dare, that charming virgin ; bc- 
^ hold the beauty of her person chastised by the inno- 

* cence of her thoughts. Chastity, good nature, and 
^ affability, are the graces that play in her counte- 

< nance ; she knows she is handsome, but she knows 

< she is good. Conscious beauty adorned with con- 

* scious virtue 1 what a spirit is there in those eyes I 

< what a bloom in that person ! how is the whole wo- 

< man expressed in her appearance ! her air has the 

* beauty of motion, and her look the force of Ian- 
« guage.' 

It was prudence to turn away my eyes from this ob- 
ject, and therefore I turned them to' the thoughtless 
creatures who make up the lump of that sex, and 
move a knowing eye no more^than the portraitures of 
insignificant people by ordinaly painters, who are but 
pctures of pictures. 

Thus the working of my own mind is the general 
entertsdnmeflt of my life : I never enter into the com* 
merce of discourse with any but my pg^ticular friends, 
and not in public even with them. Such an habit has 
perhaps reused in me uncommon reflections ; but this 
effect I cannot communicate but by my writings. 
As my pleasures are almost wholly confined to those 
ef the sight> I take it for a peculiar happiness that 1 
have always had an easy and familiar admittarce to 
the fair sex. If I never praised or flattered, I never 
belied nor contradicted themu As these compose 
half the world, and are, by the just complaisance wi(J . 
gallantry of our nation, the more powerful part of our 
people, I shall dedicate a considerable share of these 
my speculations to their seryice, and shall lead the 
young through all the becoming duties of yirginityi 
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marriage, and widow-hbod. When it is a woman's 
day in my works, I shall endeavor at a style and air 
suitable' to their understanding. When I say tins, 1 
must be understood to mean, that I shall not lower but 
exalt the subjects I treat upon. Discourse for their 
entertainment, is not to be debased but refined. A 
man may appear learned without tzdking sentences, 
as in his^ ordinary gesture he discovers he can dance, 
though he does not cut capers. In a word, I shall 
take it for the greatest gloiy in my work, if, among 
reasonable women, this paper may furnish tea-table 
talk. In order to it, I shall treat on matters which 
relate to females, as they are concerned to approach 
or fiy from the other sex, or as they are tied to them 
by blood, interest, or affection. Upon this occasion 
I think it but reasonable to declare, that whatever 
skill I may have in speculation, I shall never betray 
what the eyes of lovers say to each other in my pre- 
sence. At the same time I shall not think myself 
obliged, by this promise, to conceal any false protesta- 
tions which I observe made by glances in public as- 
semblies ; but endeavor to make both sexes appear in 
their conduct what they are in their hearts. By this 
means, love, during the time of my speculations, 
shall be carried on with the same sincerity as any 
other affair of less consideration. As this is the great- 
est concern, men shall be froni henceforth liable to 
the greatest reproach for misbehavior in it. False- 
hood in love shall hereafter bear a blacker aspect 
than infidelity in friendship, or villany in business. 
For this great and good end, all breaches against 
that noble passion, the cement of society, shall be 
severely examined. But this, and all other matters 
loosely hinted at now, and in my former pages, shall 
have their proper pljice m my foUo^nng discourses ; 
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the present writing is only to admonish the world, 
that they shall not find me an idle but a busy Spec- 
tator. R 



No. 5. TUESDAY, March 6. 

BT ADDISON. 
Spectatum adnussi Hsurn teneatis ? > 

Hots. Ars. Poet. v. 5. 

Admitted to the sight, would you not laugh ? 

jtTLN opera may be allowed to be extravagantly la- 
vish in its decorations, as its only design is to gratify 
the senses, and keep up an indolent attention in the 
audience. Common sense, however, requires tliat 
there should be nothing in the scenes Mid machines 
which may appear childish and absurd. How would 
the wits of King Charles' time have laughed to have 
seen Nicolini exposed to a tempest in robes of ermine, 
and s^ing in an open boat upon a sea of pasteboard f 
What a field of raillery would they have been let into^ 
had they been entertained with painted dragons spit* 
ting wild-fire, enchanted chariots drawn by Flanders 
mares, and real cascades in artificial landscapes ? A 
little skill in criticism would inform us, that shadows 
and realities ought not to be mixed together in the 
^ same piece ; and that the scenes which are designed 
as the representations of nature, should be filled* with 
resemblances, and not with the things themselves If 
one would represent a wide champaign country filled 
with herds and flocks, it would be ridiculous to draw 
the country only upon the scenes, and to crowd se- 
veral parts of the stage with sheep and oxen. This 
is joining together inconsistencies, and making the^ 
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decorations partly resd, and partly imaginary. I would 
recommend what I have here said to the directors, as 
well as to the admirers of our modem opera. 

As I was walking in the streets about a fortnightr 
ago, I saw an ordinary fellow carrying a cage full of 
little feirds upon his shoulder ; and, as I was wonder- 
ing with myself what use he would put them to, he 
was met very luckily by an acquaintance^ who had the 
same curiosity. Upon his asking him what he had 
upon his shoulder, he told him, that he had been buy- 
ing sparrows for the opera. < Sparrows for the opera I* 
soys his friend, licking his lips, * what, are they to be 
< roasted ?* * No, ho,* says the other, * they are to en- 
* ter towards the end of the first act, and fly about the 
'stage.* ^*- 

This strange dialogue awakened my curiosity so far, 
that I immediately bought tiie opera, by which means 
I perceived that the sparrows were to act the part of 
singing birds in a delightful grove ; though, upon a 
i^arer inquiry, I found the sparrows put the same 
ttick upon the audience, that Sir Martin Mar-all prac- 
tised upon his nustress ; for though they flew in sights 
the music proceeded from a concert of flagel^ts and 
l»rd-calls which were planted behind the scenes. At 
the same time I made this discovery, I found by the 
discourse of the actors, that there were great designs 
on foot for the improvement of the opera ; that it had 
been proposed to bresJc down a part of the wall, and 
to surprise, the audience with a party of an hundred 
horse, and that there was actually a project of bring- 
ing the New-River into the house, to be employed in 
jetteaus and water-works. This project, as I have 
dnce heard, is postponed till the summer season ; 
when it is thought the coolness that proceeds from 
fountiuns *»nd cascades will be more acceptable and 
re&eshing to people lof quality. In the mean dm.e> 
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to find out a more agreeable entertainment for the 
winter-season, &e opera of Rinaldo is filled with thun- 
der and lightning, illuminations and fire-works ; which 
the audience may look upon without catching cold, 
and indeed without much danger of being burnt ; for 
there arc several engines filled with water, and ready 
to play at a minute's warning, in case any such acci- 
dent should happen. However, as I have a very great 
friendship for the owner of this theatre, I hope that 
he has been wise enough to insure this house before 
he would let this opera be acted in it. 

It is no wonder, that those scenes should be very 
surprising which were contrived by two poets of dif- 
ferent nations, and raised by two magicians of different 
sexes. Armida, as we are told in the argument, was 
an Amazonian enchantress, and poor Signior Cassani, 
as we learn from the persons represented, a Christian 
conjurer (mago Christiano.) I must confess I anx 
very much puzzled to find how an Amazon should be 
versed in the black art, or ho\v a good Christian, for 
such is the part of the magician, should deal with tbe 
devil. 

To consider the poet after the conjurers, I shall 
give you a taste of the Italian from the first lines of 
his preface. Eccotiy benigno lettore^ un fiarto di pochc 
.?ere, che se ben nato di notte, non e fiero^ aborto di teiie» 
dre, ina d fara conoacerc Jiglio d* Apollo con gtmlcke 
raggio di Pamasso, < Behold, gentle reader, the biith 

< of a few evenings, which, though it be the offspnng 

< of the night, is not the abortive of darkness, but will 
^ make itself known to be the son of Apolk), with ii 
^ certain ray of Parnassus.* He afterwards proceeds 
to call Mynheer Handel the Orpheus of our age, and 
to acquaint us, in the same sublimity of style, that he 
composed this opera in a fortnight. Such are the 
wits, to whose tastes we so ambitiously conform our- 
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selves. The truth of it is, the fine ^ jfrtkers among 
the modem Italians express theiiflRves in such a 
ftorid form of words, and such tedious circumlocutions, 
as are used by none but pedants in our own country ; 
aqd at the same time fill their writings with such poor 
imaginations and conceits, as our youths arc ashamed 
of4)efore they have been two years at the university. 
Some may be apt to think, that it is the difference of 
genius which produces this difference in the work» 
of the two nations ; but, to shew there is nothing m 
^s, if we look into the writings of the old Italians^ 
such as Cicero and Virgil, we shall find that the Eng- 
lish writers, in their way of thinking, and expressing 
themselves, resemble those authors much more than 
the modem Italians pretend to do. And as for th^ 
poet himself, fix>m whom the dreams of this opera 
are taken, I must entirely agree with Monsieur Boi- 
leau, that one verse in Virgil is woith all the clincant 
or tinsel of Tasso. 

But to return to the sparrows ; there have been so 
many flights of them let loose in this opera, that it i$ 
feared the house will never get rid of them ; and that 
in other plays they may make their entrance in very 
wrong and improper scenes, so as to be seen flying 
in a lady's bed-chamber, or perching upon a king's 
thrcme ; besides the inconveniencies which the heads 
of the audience may sometimes suffer from them. I 
am credibly informed, that there was once a design of 
dttdng into an opera the story of Whittin^on and his 
oaty and that in order to it, there had been got to- 
gether a great quantity of mice ; but Mr. Rich, the 
pioprietor of t^jeplay-house, very pmdently considered 
tet it would be impossible for the cat to kill them all, 
asd that consequently the princes of his stage might 
ll»«& much infested with mice, as the prince of the 
itt^ was before tlie cat's arrival upon it 5 for whiph 
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reason he woulduot permit it to be acted in his house. 
And, indeed, 1 ^not blame him ; for, as he s^d veiy 
well upon that occasion, I do not hear that any of the 
performers in our <^ra pretend to equal the famous 
Pied piper, who made all the mice of a great town in 
Germany follow his music, and by that m^ans cle^^ 
the place of those little noxious animals. 

Before I dismiss this paper, I must inform my 
reader, that I hear there is a treaty on foot with Lon- 
don and Wise (who will be appointed gardeners of the 
play-house) to furnish the opera of Rinaldo and Ar- 
i^ida widi an orange-grove ; and that the next time it 
is acted, the singing-Wrds will be personated by tom- 
tits : the undertakers being resolved to spare neither 
pains por money for the gratification of the au^ence. 



No. 6. WEDNESDAY, March 7. 

BY STEELE. 

Credebant hoc grande nefas, & morte fdandumf 
tSi juverdi vetulo non atmrrexen U 

Juv. Sat. 13.L iS. 

'Twas impious then (so much was age revet'd) 

tor youth to keep their seat, when an old man af^ear'd'. 



I 



KNOW no evil under the sun so great as the abuse 
of- the understanding, and yet there is no one vice 
more common. It has difiRased itself through both 
^exes, and all qualities of mankkid, and there is hardly 
that person to be found, who is not more concerned 
for ^e reputation of wit and sense, than honesty aoid 
virtue. But this unhappy affectation of being wise 
rather than honest, witty than good-natur'd, is the 
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source of most of the ill habits of Mfe. Such false 
impressions arc owing to the abandoned writings of 
men of wit) and the aukward imitation of the rest of 
mankind. 

For this reason Sir Roger was sayiilg last night, 
that he was of opinion none but men of fine parts de* 
^erve to be hanged. The reflections of such men 
are so delicate upon all occurrences which they are 
concerned in, that they should be exposed to moro 
than ordinary infamy and punishment,^ for offending 
against such quick admonitions as their own souls 
give them, and blunting the fine edge of their minds 
in such a manner, that they are no more shocked at 
vice and folly, than men of slower capacities. Ther^ 
is no greater monster in being, than a very ill man of 
great parts : he lives like a man in a palsy, with one 
side of him dead. While, perhaps, he enjoys the sa- 
dsfection of luxury, of wealth, of ambition, he has lost 
the taste of good-will, of friendship, of innocence. 
Scarecrow, the beggar in Lincoln's Inn-fields, who 
disabled himself in his right leg, and asks alms all day, 
to get himself a warm supper and a trull at night, is 
not half SQ despicable a wretch as such a man of sense. 
TThe beggar has no relish above sensations ; he finds 
rest more agreeable than motion : juid while he has 
a warm fire and his doxy, never reflects that he de- 
serves to be whipped. Every man who terminates 
his satisfiictions and enjoyments within the supply of 
hb own necessiUes and passions, is, says Sir Rog^tj in 
my eye, as poor a rogue as Scarecrow* But, con- 
tinued he, for the loss of public and private virtue, we 
are beholden to your men of parts forsooth ; it is with 
tibem no matter what is done, so it be done with an 
s^« But to me, who am so whimsical in a corrupt 
11^ as to act according to nature ^nd reason, a selfish 
toan, m the most shining circumstance ^^gppage;- 
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appears in the same conditkm with the fellow above- 
mentioned, but more contemptible, in proportion to 
what more he robs the public of, and enjoys above 
him. I lay it down therefore for a rule, that the 
whole man is to move together ; that every action of 
Any importance, is to have a prospect of public good ; 
and that the general tendency of our indifferent ac- 
tions ought to be agreeable to the dictates of reason, 
of religion, of good breeding : without this, a man, as 
I before have hinted, is hopping instead of walkingi^ 
lie is not in his entire and proper motion. 

While the honest knight was thus bewildering hiiti* 
self in good starts, I looked attentively upon him> 
which made him, I thought, collect his mind a little. 
What I aim at, says he, is to represent, that I am of 
opinion, to polish our understandings and neglect our 
manners, is of all things the most inexcusable. Reason, 
should govern passion, but, instead of that, you see,1lt 
is often subservient to it, and as unaccountable as <mc 
would think it, a wise man Lp not always a good man'; 
This degeneracy is not only the guilt of particular 
persons, but also at some times of a whole people ; 
and perh^s it may appear upon examination, that the 
most polite ages are the least xvirtuous. This may 
be attributed to the folly of admitting wit and learn- 
ing as merit in themselves, without considering the 
application of them. Bf this means it becomes arule^ 
not so much to regard what we do, as how we do it 
But this false beauty will not pass upon men of ho- 
nest minds and true taste. Sir Richard Blackmore 
says, with as much good sense as virtue, < It is a 

* mighty dishonor and shame to employ excellent fa- 

* cutties and abundance of wit, to humor and please 

* men in their vices and follies. The great enemy 

* ^ mankind, notwithstanding his wit and angelic fa- 
' tuftlefe is the most odious being in the whole crea- 
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tion.* He goes on soon after to say very generously^ 
that he undertook the writing of this poem * to res- 

< cue the muses out of the hands of ravishers, to re- 
^ < ^tore them to their sweet and chaste mansions, and 
' < to engage them in an employment suitable to their 

< dignity.' This certainly ought to be the purpose of 
every man who appears in public, and whoever does 
not proceed upon that foundation, injures his country 

> as fast as he succeeds in his studies. When modesty 
ceases to be the chief ornament of one sex, and in- 
tegrity of the other, society is upon a wrong basis, and 
ve shall be, ever after, without rules to guide our 
judgment, in what is really becoming and ornamental. 
Nature and reason direct one thing, pasidion and hu- 

t mor another : ta follow the dictates 4^^e two latter, 
is going into a road that is both endless and intricate ; 

» when we pursue the other, our passage is delightful, 
^^od what we aim at easily attsdnable. . 
' I da not doubt but England is at present as polite a 
nation as any in the world ; but any man who thinks 
can easily see, that the affectation of being gay and 
HI fashion, ha& very near eaten up our good sense and 
our religion. Is there any thing so just as that mode 
and gallantry should l>e built upon exerting ourselves. 
in what is proper and agreeable to the instituuons of 
justice and piety among us ? And yet, is there any 
thing more common than that we run in perfect con-. 
tradiction to them ? All which is supported by no other 
pretension, than that it is done with what we call a 
good grace. « 

Nothing ought to be held laudable or becoming,, 

' but virhat nature itself should prompt us to think so. 

i Respect to all kind of superiors is founded, methinks, 
upon instinct ; and yet. what is so ridiculous as age ? 
i make tins abrupt transition to the mention of this 
ifce more than any other, in order to introduce a lit^^; 
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ijtory, which I think a pretty instance that the most 
polite age is in danger of being the most vicious. 
< It happened at Athens, during a public represen- 
tation of some play, exhibited in honor of the com" 
monwealth, that an old gentleman came too late for 
a place suit^le to his age and quality. Many of the 
young gentlemen, who obseiTed the diflRculty and 
confusion he was in, made sig^s to him that they 
would accommodate him if he came where they 
sat The good man bustled through the crowd ac- 
cordingly ; but when he came to the seati? to which 
he was invited) the jest was to sit close, and expose 
him, as he stood out of countenance, to the whole au- 
dience. The frolic went round all thfe Athenian 
benches. But on thote occasions, there were also 
particular places assigned for foreigners : when the 
good man sculked towards the boxes appointed for 
the Lacedaemonians, that honest pe<^le, more ri^ 
tubus than polite, rose up all to a man, and, with the 
greatest respect, received him among them. The 
Athenians being suddenly touched with a sense of 
the Spartan virtue, and their own degeneracy, gave 
a thunder of applause ; and the old man cried out| 
< The Athenians understand whatis good) butthe La- 
« ced^eroopians practise it/' * R 
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No. 7. THURSDAY, March 8. 

BY ADDISON. 

Seirmia, tervores mofficos, miracula, aageu, 
J^octumot l&mures, portentaque Thesaala ri4e9 ? 

HoH. Ep. 2. 1. 2. V. 20S. 
. Viftioosy and magic spells, can you despise^ 
And laugh at witches, ghosts, and prodigies ? 

VJTOING yesterday to dine with an old acquaintance! 
I had the misfortune to find his whole family v^iy 
much dejected. Upon asking him the occasion of it, 
he told me, that his wife had dreamed a strange dream 
the night before, which they were afraid portended 
$ome misfortune to themselves, or to their children. 
At her coming into the room, I observed a settled 
inel^nchoiy in her countenance, which I shouki have 
been troubled for, had I not heard from whence it 
proceeded. We were no sooner sat down, but afte^ 
having looked upon me a little while, ^ My dear, (saytf 
she, turning to her husband) you may now see the 
! stranger that was in the candle last night' oocm 
after this, as they began to talk of &mily affairs, a lit- 
tle boy, at the lower end of the table, told her, that he 
was to go in to join-hand on Thursday. ' Thureday ! 
^ys she) no, child, if it please God, you shall not be» 

• g^ upon Cyidermas-day ; tell your writing-master, 

• that Friday will be soon enough.' 1 was reflectup^ 
with myself on the oddness of her &ncy, and wondci^ 
h)g that any body would establish it as a rule to lose a 
day in every week. In the midst of these my mu^gs, 
fthe desired me to reach her a little salt upon the point 
of my knife, which I did in sucK a trepidation and 
hurry of obectience, that 1 let it drop by the way ; at 
Which she immediately startled, and said it fell towards 
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her. Upon this I looked very blank ; and, t>b8erving 
the concern of the whole table, began to consider vaj^ 
self, with some confusion, as a person that had brought 
a disaster upon the family. The lady, however, re- 
covering herself, after a little space, said to her hus« 
band, with a sigh, < My dear, misfortunes never come 

* single.' My friend, I found, acted bu* an under-part 
at his table, and being a man of more good nature than 
Understanding, thinks himself obliged to fall in with 
all the passions and humors of his yoke-fellow : ' Do 
' you not remember, child, (says she) that the pigeon- 

* house fell the very afternoon that our careless wench 
^ spilt the salt upon the table ? * Yes, (says he) my 

* dear ; and the next post brought us an account of 

* the battle of Almanza/ The reader may guess at 
the figure I made, after having done all this mischief. 
I dispatched my dinner as. soon as I could, with my 
usual taciturnity ; when, to my utter confusion, the 
lady seeing me quitting my knife and fork, and laying 
fhem across one another upon my plate, desired mo 
that I would humor^her so far as to take them out o£ 
that figure, and place them side by side. What the 
absurdity was which I had committed I did not know, 
but I supposed there^was some traditionary supersti- 
tion' in it ; and, therefore, in obedience to the lady of 
the house> I disposed of my knife and fork in two 
parellel lines, which is the figure I shall always lay 
tlicm In for the future, though I do not know any 
reason for it.. 

It is not difficult for a man to see that a person has 
conceived an aversion to him. For my own part, I 
quickly found, by the lady's looks, that she regarded 
me as a very odd kind of a fellow, with an unfortunate 
aspect For whicli reason, I took my leave imme- 
diately after dinner, and withdrew to my own lodg- 
fegSv Upon my return home^ I fell into a profoimi. 
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contemplation on the evils that attend these super- 
stitious follies of mankind ; how they subject us to 
imaginary afflictions, and additional sorrows, that do 
not properly come within our lot. As if the natural 
calamities of life were not sufficient for it, we turn 
the most indifferent circumstances mto misfortunes, 
and suffer as much from trifling accidents^r as from 
real evils. I have known the shooting of a star spoil 
a night's rest ; and have se^i aman in love grow pale 
and lose his appetite, upon the plucking of a merry- 
thought. A screech-owl at midnight has alarmed a 
.family more than a band of robbers ; nay, the voice of 
a ciickethas struck more terror than the roaring of a 
lion. There is nothing so inconsiderable, which may 
not appear dreadful to an imagination that is filled 
with omens and prognostics. A rusty nail, or a 
crooked pin, shoot up mto prodigies. 

I remember I was once in a mixed assembly, that 
was full of noise and mhth, when, on a sudden, an old 
woman unluckily observed there^were thirteen of us 
m company. This remark struck a panic terror into 
several who were present, insomuch, that one or two 
of the ladies were going to leave the room ; but a 
friend of mine taking notice, that one of our female 
compamons was big with child, affirmed there were 
fourteen in the room, and that, instead of povtendifig 
one of the company should die, it plainly foretold one 
of them should be bom. Had not my friend found 
out this expedient to break the omen, I question not 
but half the women in the company would have HiUeii 
sick that very night. 

An old maid, that is troubled with the vapors, pro* 
duces infinite disturbances of this kind among her 
fiiends and neighbors. I know a maiden aunt of a 
great family who is one of those antiquated Sibyls, that 
fbrcbodes and prophecies from one end rf the year to 
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the other. She is always seeing apparitions, and hear- 
ing death-watches ; and was the other day almost 
frighted out of her wits by the great house-dog> that 
howled ill the stable, at a time when she lay ill of the 
tooth-ach. Such an extravagant cast of mind engaged 
multitudes of people not only in impertinent terror^, 
but in supernumery duties of life ; and aiises from 
that fear and ignoi'ance which are natural to the soul 
of man. The horror with which we entertain the 
thoughts of death, or, indeed, of any future evil, and 
the uncertainty of its approach, fill a melancholy mind 
with innumerable apprehensions and suspicions, and 
consequently dispose it to the observation of such 
groundless prodigies and predictions. For as it is the 
chief concern of wise men, to retrench the evils oi 
life, by the reasonings of philosophy ; it is the employ- 
ment of fools to multiply them by the sentiments o£ 
superstition. 

For my owrt part, I should be very much troubled 
were 1 endued with this divining quality, though it 
should inform me truly of every thing thkt can befei 
me. I would not anticipate the relish of any happi^ 
ness, nor feel the weight of any misery, befoi'e it ao 
tually ariives. 

I ki\ow but mie way of fortifying my soul agabst 
tii« sc gloomy presages and terrors of mind) and that is 
by secuuiig to myself the friendship and protection^ 
ihsLt BLitig who disposes of events, and goVems futu- 
rity* lie sees, at one view, the whole thread of my 
existence ; not only that part of it which I hjive already 
passed through, but that which runs forward into aU 
the depths of eternity. When I lay me down to sleep^ 
I recommend myself to his care j when I awake, I 
givjB myself up to his direction. Amidst all the evils 
that threate^i me, I will look up to him for help, and 
question not but he vrill either atcrt thetd; or turn 
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them to my advantage. Though I know neither the 
time nor the manner of the death I s«n to die, i am 
not at all solicitous about it ; because 1 am sure that 
he knows them both, and that he will not §sii to com- 
fort and support me under them. C 



No. 8. FRIDAY, March 9. 

BT ADDISON. 

^e Venus obicuro gradientes aere sepsii 
■ Et mtdio nebuU drcum deaJiuSty ataicfUf 
Cemere ne qui* eo s ' ' Viae. JEn. 1. v. 2tS» 

They inarch obscure^ for Venus Idndly shrouds 
With mists their persons, and invcdves in clouds. 

Dryssst-. 

JL SHALL here communicate to the world a couple 
tf letters, which, I believe, will give the reader as 
good an entertidnment as any that I am able to furnish 
Ism with, and, therefore, shall make no apology for 
them. 

TO THE SPECTATOR, tS^C, 
« SIR, 

( I am tme of the directors of the society for the 
«Mbrmation of manners ; and, therefore, think my- 
*i»!f a proper person for your correspondence. I 
^'have thoroughly examined the present state of rcli* 

* gion in Grreat-Britain, and am able to acquaint you 

* with the predominant vice of every market-town in 
♦tiie whole island. I can tell you the progress that 

* virtue has made in all our ciUes, boroughs, and cor- 
^porations j and know as well the evil practices that 
♦■are committed in Berwick or Exeter, as what is done 
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in my own family. *In a word, Sir, I have my cor- 
respondence in the remotest parts of the nation, who 
send me up punctual accounts, from time to time, 
of all the little irregularities that fall under their no- 
tice in their several districts and divisions. 

< lam no less acquainted with the particular quartei^s^ 
and regions of this great town, than with the different; 
parts and distributions of the wliole nation. I can, 
describe every parish by its impieties, and can tell 
you in which of our streets lewdness prevails, vi^ch 
gaming has taken the possession of, and where drunk- 
enness has got the better of them both. When I 
am disposed to raise a fine for the poor, I know tha 
lanes and alleys that are inhabited by common swear- 
ers. When 1 would encourage the hospital of Bride- 
well, and improve the hempen manu&cture, I am 
very well acquainted with all the haunts and resorts 
of female night-walkers. 

< After this short account of myself, I must let yoti 
know, that the design of this paper is to give you in- 
formation of a certain irregular assembly, which I 
think falls very properly under your observation, es* 
pedally ^ce the persons it is composed of are cri- 
minals too considerable for the animadversions of 
our society. I mean, Sir, the Midnight Mask, which 
has of late been very frequently held in cme of the 
nu>8t conspicuous parts of the town, aiid which I hear 
will be continued with additions and improvements. 
As all the persons who compose this lawless assem- 
bly are masked, we dare not attack any of them in 
our way, lest we should send a Woman of Quality 
to Bridewell, or a Peer of Great-Britain to the 
Counter : besides that, their numbers are so very 
great, that I am afraid they would be able to rout our 
whole fraternity, though we were accompanied with 
All our guard of constables. Both these reasou§> 
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< which secure them frotn our authority, make them 

* obnoidous to yours ; as both their disguise, and their 

< numbers, will give no particular person reason to 

* think himself affronted by you. 

* If we are rightly informed, the rules that are ob- 

* served by this new society, are wonderfully contrived 

* for the advancement of cuckoldom. The women 

* cither come by themselves, or are introduced by 

* friends, who are obliged to quit them upon their first 

< entrance, to the conversation of Miy body that ad- 

* dresses himself to them. There are several rooms 

* where the parties may retire, and, if they please, 
' shew their faces by consent. Whispers, squeezes, 

* nods, and embraces, are the innocent freedoms of 

< the place. In short, the whole design of this libi- 

* dinous assembly seems to terminate in assignations 

* aftd intrigues ; and I hope you will take effectual me- 

* thods by your public advice and admonitions, to pre- 

* vent such a promiscuous multitude of both sexes 
' from meeting together in so clandestine a manner. 

* I am, 

* Your humble servant, 

« and fellow-laborer, 

<T. B.' 

Not long after the perusal of this letter, I received 
another upon tlie same subject, , which, by the date 
and style of it, I take to be written by some young 
Templar. 

* SIR, Middle^Temfiley 1710-11. 

* When a man has been guilty of any vice or folly, 

* I think the best atonement he can make for it, is to 
' warn others not to fall into the like. In order to 

* this, 1 must acquaint you, that some time in February 

* last I went to the Tuesday's masquarade. Upon my 
' first going in 1 was attacked by half a dozen female 
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< Quakers, Vfho seemed ^ling to adopt me for a 

< brother; but, upon a nearer examination, I found 

* they were a sisterhood of coquettes, disguiseS in 

< that precise habit. I was soon after taken out to 
^ dance, and, as I fancied, by a woman of the first qua- 

* lity, for she was very tall, and moved gracefully. As 

* soon as the minuet was over, we ogled one another 

* through our masks ; and, as I am very well read in 

< Waller, I repeated to her the four following verses 

* out of his poem to Vandyke. 

The heedless lover does not know 
Whose eyes they are that wound him so ; 
But confounded with thy art, 
Inquires her name that has his heart. 

' I pronounced these words with such a languishing 
' air, that I had some reason to conclude I had made 

< a conquest. She told me that she hoped my face 
« was not a-kin to my tongue ; and looking upon her 
^ watoh, I accidently discovered the figure of a coro- 
^ net on the back part of it. I was so transported 
« with the thought of such an amour, that I plied her 
« from one room to another, with all the gallantiies I 
^ could invent ; and at length brought tilings to so 
' happy an issue, that she gave me a private meeting 
« the next day, without page or footman, coach or 

* equipage. My heart danced in rapture ; but I had. 

* not lived in this golden dr^am above three days, be- 

* fore I found good reason to wish that I had continued 

* true to my laundress. I have since heard, by a very 

* great accident, that this fine lady docs not live far 
' from Covent-Garden, and that I am not the first 
« cully whom she has passed herself upon for a count- 
^ ess. 

* Thus, Sir, you see how I have mistaken a cloud 
^^'^ Juno ; and if you can make any use of this ad- 
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* venture, forthe benefit of those who may possibly be 
« as vain young coxcombs as myself, I do most heartily 
' give you leave. I am, Sir, 

* Your most humble admirer, 

' B. L/ 
I design to visit the next masquarade myself, in 
the same habit I wore at Grand Cairo ; and till then 
shall suspend my judgment of this micbight enter- 
tainment. ^ 



No. 9. SATURDAY, March 10. 

BY ADDISON. 

^''■■^TigTis agit tabida cum tigride pacem 
Perpetuamf aavis interse convenit ursis. 

Juv. Sat. 15. V. 163. 
Tiger with tiger, bear with bear, you'll find 
Jbi leagues offensive and defensive join'd. 

Tate. 

IVl AN is said to be a sociable animal, and, as an in- 
stance of it, we may observe, that we take all occasions 
and pretences of forming ourselves into those little 
'^ nocturnal assemblies, which are commonly known \>y 
the nama of Clubs. When a set of men find them- 
selves agree in any particular, though never so trivial, 
they establish themselves into a kind of fraternity, 
and meet once or. twice a week upon the accoimt of 
such a fantastic resemblance. I know' a considerable 
market-town, in which there was a club of fat men, that 
did not come together, as you may well suppose, to 
entertain one another with sprightliness and wit, but 
to keep one another in countenance : the room where 
Ae club met was somcthmg of the largest, and had 
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two entrances, the one by a door of a moderate size, 
and the otlier by a pair of folding doors. If a candi- 
date for this corpulent club could make his entrance 
through the fii^t, he was looked upon as unqu£dified ; 
but if he stuck in the passage, and could not force his 
way through it, the folding doors were immediately 
thrown open for his reception, and he was saluted as 
a brother. I have heard that this club, though it con- 
sisted but of fifteen persons, weighed above three ton. 

In opposition to this society, there sprung up ano- 
ther composed of scare-crows and skeletons, who be- 
ing very meagre and envious, did all they could to 
thwart the designs of their bulky brethren, whom they 
represented as men of dangerous principles ; till, at 
length, they worked them out of the favor of the peo-* 
pie, and consequently out of the magistracy. These 
factions tore the corporation in pieces for several 
years, till at length they came to this accommodation ; 
that the two bailiffs of the town should be annually 
chosen out of the two clubs ; by which means the 
principal magistrates are at this day coupled like rab- 
bits, one fat and one lean. 

Every one has heard of the club, or rather the con- 
fedei'acy of the Kings. This grand alliance was formed 
a little after the return of King Charles II. and ad- 
mitted into it men of all qualities and professions, pro- 
vided they agreed in the simame of King, which, as 
they imagined, sufficiently declared the owners of it 
to be altogether untainted with republican or anti-mo- 
narchical principles. 

A Christian name has likewise been often used as 
a badge of distinction, and made the occasion of a 
club. That of the George's, which used to meet at 
the sign of the George, on St, Geoi^e's day, and swear 
before GeorgCy is Still fresh in every one's memory. 
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There are at present, in several parts of this citjr^ 
what they call ^Street-Clubs, in which the chief inha- 
bitants of the street converse together every night. I 
remember, upon my inquiring after lodgii^ in Or- 
mond-street, the landlord, to recommend that quarter 
of the town, told me, there was at that time a very 
good club in it ; he also told me, upon further dis* 
course with him, that two or three noisy country- 
squires, who were settled there the year before, iiad 
c(Hisiderably sunk the price of houie-rent ; and that 
the club, to prevent the like inconveniences fot the 
future, hadi thoughts of taking every house that be-, 
came vacant into their own hands, till they had found 
a tenant for it, of a sociable nature and good conver- 
sation. 

The Hum-drum club, of which I was formerly an 
unworthy member, was made up of very honest gen- 
tlemen, of peaceable dispositions, that used to sit to- 
i;ether, smoke their pipes, and say nothing till mid- 
mght. The Mum Club, as I am informed, is an instil 
tudpn of the same nature, and a« great an enemy to. 
Boise. 

After these two innoc^it societies, I cannot forbear 
mentioning a very mischievous one, that was erected 
in the reign of King Charles II. I mean the Club 
of Duellists, in which none was to be admitted that 
had not fought liis man. The President of it was said 
Id have killed half a dozen in single combat ; and as 
for the other members, they took their seats according 
to the number of their slain. There was likewise a 
side-table, for such as had only drawn blood, and 
shewn a laudable ambition of taking the first oppor- 
tunity to qualify themselves for the first table. This, 
club, c(Misisting only of men of honor, did not continue 
long, most of the members of it being put to ]^e 
tword, or hanged, a little after its insuiution. 

E ^ r- T 
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Our modern celebrated clubs are founded upon 
eatii)g and drinking, which are points wherein most 
men agree^ and in which the learaed and illiterate, the 
dull and the airy, the philosopher and the buffo(»i, can 
all of them bear a part. The Kit-Cat itself is said to 
have taken its orginal from a mutton-pye. The Beef* 
Steak and October clubs, are neither of them averse 
to eating and drinking, if we may form a judgment of 
them from their respective titles. 

When men are thus knit together, by a love of so- 
dety, not a spirit of faction, and do not meet to cen- 
sure or annoy those that are absent, but to enjoy one 
another ; when they are thus combined for their own 
improvement, or for the good of others, or at least to 
relax themselves from the business of the day, by an, 
innocent and cheerful conversation, there may be 
something very useful in these little institutions and 
establishments. 

I cannot forbear concluding this paper with a scheme 
of laws that I met with, upon a wall in a little ale- 
house : how I came Aither, I may inform 'my reader 
at a more convenient time. These laws were enacted 
by a knot of artisans and mechanics, who used to meet 
every night ;, and as there is something in them which 
gives us a pretty picture of low Ufe, 1 shall transcribe 
them word for word. 

^ RULES to be observed in the TwO'Jienny Clubj erect* 
ed in this filacey for the fireservation of friendship, 
and good neighborhood, 

I. Every member at his first coming in shall lay 
down his two-pence. 

II. Every member shall fill his pipe out of his own 
box. 

III. If any member absents himself, he shall for* 
feit a penny for the use of the club^ unless in case of 

'cknesa or imprisonment. ogtfied by Google 



No. 9. THE SPECTATOIt 4S 

IV. If any member swears or curses, his neighbor 
may give him a kick upon the shins. 

V. If any member tells stories in the club that are 
not true, he shaU forfeit for every third lie ah half- 
penny. N 

Vf . If any member strikes another wrongfully, he 
shall pay his club for him. 

VII. If any member brings his wife into the club, 
he shall pay for whatever she drinks or smokes. 
VIII. If any member's wife comes to fetch him 
home from the club, she shall speak to him without 
the door. 

IX. If any member calls another cuckold, heishall 
be turned out of the club. 

X. None shall be admitted into the club that is of 
the same trade with any member of it. 

XI. None of the club shall have his clothes or 
shoes made or mended, but by a bix>ther member. 

XII. No Nonjuror shall be capable of being a 
' member. • * , 

The morality of this little club is guarded by such 
tvholesome laws and penalties, that I question not but 
niy reader will be as well pleased with them, as he 
would have been with the Leges Convivalcs of Ben 
Johnson, the regulations of an old Roman club cited 
by Lipsius, or the rules of a Symposium in an ancient 
Greek author. C 
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No. 10. MONDAY, March 12. 

• BT ADDISON. 

JVbn aUter quam qui ad/verso rdx jUmine kmbtim 
MendgUi subigit : a brachia forte remintf 
Atque ilium in praceps prono rapit alveus amni, 

ViRG. Georg. 1. v. 201. 

So the boat's brawny crew the current stem. 
And, slow advancing, struggle with the stream : 
But if they slack their hands, or cease to strive. 
Then down the flood with headlong haste they drive. 

Bryden. 



I 



T is with much satisfaction that I hear this great 
city inquiring, day by day, after these my papers, and 
receiving my morning lectures with a becoming se- 
riousness and attention. My publisher tells me, that 
there are already three thousand of them distributed 
every day, so that if I allow twenty readers to every 
paper, which I look ufKm as a modest coixiputation, 1 
may reckon about three score thousand disciples in 
London and Westminster, who I hope will take care 
to distinguish themselves, from the thoughtless herd 
of their ignorant and inattentive brethren. Since I 
have i^sed to m3rself so great an audience, I shall 
spare no pains to make their instruction agreeable, 
and their diversion useful. For which reason I shall 
endeavor to enliven morality with wit, and to tempei: 
wit with morality, that my readers may, if possible, 
both ways find their account in the speculation of the 
day. And to the end that their virtue and discretion 
may not be short, transient, intermitting starts of 
thought, I have resolved to refresh their memories, 
from day to day, till I have recovered them out oC' 
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t,hat desperate state of vice and fdly into which the age 
is fallen. The tnind that lies fallow but a single day, ' 
sprouts up in follies th^t are only to be killed by a con- 
stant and assiduous culture. It was said of Socrates, 
that he brought philosophy down from heaven, to in- 
habit among men : and I shall be ambitious to have it 
said of me, that I have brought philosophy put of , 
closets and libraries, schbols and colleges, to dwell in 
clubs and assemblies, at tea-tables, and in coffee- 
houses. ^ 

I would, therefore, in a very particular manner, re- 
commend these my speculations to all well regulated 
families, that set apart an hour in every morning for 
tea, and bread and butter ; and would earnestly advise 
them for their good, to order this paper to be punc- 
tually served up, and to be looked upon as a part of the 
tea-equipage. 

Sir Francis Bacon observes, that a well-written 
book, compared with its rivals and antagonists, is like 
Moses' serpent, that immediately swallowed up and 
devoured those of the Egyptians. I shall not be so 
vadn as to think, that where the Sfiectator appears, 
the other public prmts will vanish ; but shall leave it 
to my reader's consideratic^, whether it is not much 
better to be let into the knowledge of one's self, than 
to hear what passes in Muscovy or Poland ; and to 
amuse ourselves with such writings as tend to the 
wearing out of ignorance, passion, and prejudice, than 
such as naturally conduce to inflame hatreds, and 
make enmides irreconcileable I 

In the next place, I would recommend this paper 
to the daily perusal of those gentlemen whom I can- 
not but consider as my good brotlters and allies, I 
mean the fraternity of spectators, who live in the 
world without having any thmg to do in it ; and either 
by the affluence of their fortunes, or the laziness of 
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their dispositions, have no other business Tvith the I 
rest of mankind, but to look upon them. Under this ■ 
class of men are comprehended all contemplative 
tradesmen, titular physicians, fellows of the Royal 
Society, templars that are not given to be con- 
tentions, and statesmen that are out of bu^ess ; In 
short, every one that considers the world as atheatrci 
and desires to form a right judgment of those who. 
are the actors on it. 

There is another set of men that I must likewise 
lay a claim to, whom I have lately called the blanks of 
society, and being altogether unfurnished with ideas, 
till the business and conversation of the day h^s sup-^ 
plied th^sm. I have often considered these poor souls 
with an eye of great commiseration, when I have heard 
them asking the first man they have met with, whe- 
ther there was any news stirring ? and, by that means, 
gathering together materials for thinking. These 
needy persons do not know what to talk of, till about 
twelve o'clock in the morning", for, by that time, 
they are pretty good judges of the weather, know 
which way the wind sits, and whetBer the Dutch mail 
be come in. As they lie at the m'erey of the first man 
they meet, and are grave or impertinent all the day 
long, according to the i^ons which they have im- 
bibed in the morning, I would earnestly entreat them 
not to stir out of their chambers till Uiey have read 
this paper, and do;^romise them that I will daily in- 
stil into them si^cK sound and whcdesome sentiments, 
as shall have a good effect on their conversation for 
the ensuing twelve hours. 

• But there are none to whom this paper will be 
more useful than to the female world. I have often 
thought there has not been sufficient pains taken in 
finding out proper employments »id diversions for 
the fair ones. Their antusements seem contrived for 
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them, rather as they are women> than as they are 
reasonable creatures ; and are more adapted to the 
sex than to the species. The toilet is their great / 
scene of business, and the right adjusting of their hiur 
the principal emplojrment of their lives. The sorting 
of a suit of ribbands is reckoned a very good morn- 
ing's work ; and if they make an excursion to a mer- 
cer's or a toy-shop, so great a fatigue makes them un- 
fit for any thing else all the day after. Their more 
serious occupations are sewing and embroidery, and 
their gi'eatest drudgery the preparation of jellies and 
sweetmeats. This, I say, is the state of ordinary wo- 
men ; though 1 know there are multitudes of those 
of a more elevated life and ccmversation, that move in 
an exalted sphere of knowledge and virtue, that join 
all the beauties of the mind to the ornaments of dress, 
aad inspire a kind of awe and respect, as well as love^ 
into their male-beholders. I hope to increase the 
number of these by publishing this daily paper, 
which I shs^l always endeavor to make an innocent, 
if not an improving entertainment, and by that means 
3t least divert the minds of my female readers from 
greater trifles. At the same time, as I would fain give 
some finishing touches to those who are already the 
most beautiful pieces in human nature, I shall endea- 
vat to point out all those imperfections that are the 
blemishes, as well as those virtues which are the em- 
bellishments of the sex. In the mean while I hope 
these my gentie readers, who have so much time on 
their hands, will not grudge throwing away a quarter 
of aahour in a day on this paper, since they may do it 
inthout any hindrance to business. 

I know several of my friends and well-wishers are 
in great pain forme, lest I should not be able to keep 
up the spirit of a paper which I oWige myself to fur- 
ttih every day : but to make them e^sy in this parti- 
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cular, I will promise them faithfully to give it over as 
soon as I grow dull. This I know will be matter of 
great raillery to the small wits ; who will frequently 
put me in mind of my promise, desire me to keep my 
word, assure me that it is high time to give over, 
with many other little pleasantries of the like nature, 
which men of a little smart genius cannot forbear 
throwing out against their best friends, when they 
have'such a handle given them of being witty. But 
let them remember that I do hereby enter my caveat 
against this piece of raillery. C 



No. H. TUESDAY, March 13. 

BY STEELE. 

Dot vemam corvis, vexat censura columbas. 

Juv. Sat. 2. 1. 63. 
The doves are censur'd, while, the crows are spar'd. 

ZjLRIETTA is visited by all persons of both sexes, 
who have any pretence to wit and gallantry. She is 
in that time of life which is neither affected with the 
follies of youth or infirmities of age ; and her conver- 
sation is so mixed with gaiety and prudence, that she 
is agreeable both to the young and to the old. Her 
behavior is very frank, without being in the least 
blameable ; and, as she is out of the track of any amo- 
rous or ambitious pursuits of her own, her visitants 
entertain her with accounts of themselves very freely, 
whether they concepi their passions or their interests. 
I made her a visit this afternoon, having been formerly 
introduced to the honor of her acquamtance, by my 
friend mil Honey ^by who has prevailed upon he^ . 
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to admit me sometimes into her assembly, as a civil 
inoffensive man. I found her accompanied with one 
person only, a common-place talker, who, upon my 
entrance, arose, and after a very slight civility sat 
down again ; then turning to Arietta, pursued his dis« 
course, which, I found, was upon the old topic of con- 
stancy in love. He went on with great facility in re- 
peating what he talks every day of his life ; and, with 
the ornaments of insignificant laughs and gestures, en- 
forced hb arguments by quotations out of plays and 
songs, which allude to the perjuries of the fair, and 
the general levity of women. Methought he strove 
to shine more than ordinarily in his talkative way, that 
he might insult my siletice, and distinguish himself be- 
fore a woman of Arietta's taste and understanding. 
She had often an inclination to interrupt him, but could 
find no opportunity till the larum ceased of itself; 
which it did not till he had repeated and murdered the 
celebrated story of the Ephesian matron. 

Adetta seemed to regard this piece of raillery as 
an outrage done to her sex ; as indeed I have always 
observed tliat women, whether out of a nicer regard 
to their honor, or what other reason 1 cannot tell, arc 
more sensibly touched with those general aspersions 
which are cast upon their sex, than men are by what 
issaid of theirs. 

When she had a little recovered herself from the 
serious anger she was in, she replied in the following 
manner : 

Sir, When I consider how perfectly new all you 
have said on this subject is, and that the story you 
have given us is not quite two thousand years old, I 
cannot but think it a piece of presumption to dispute 
with you ; but your quotations put me in mmd of the 
iable of the lion and the man. The man walking 
^Sth that noble animal, shewed him, in the ostenuti^ 

Vol. I. F CoooIp 
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of human superiority, a sign of a man killing a lioiu 
Upon which the lion said very justly, IVe lions art 
none of us fudntersy else we could shew a hundred men 
killed by Uons, for one lion killed by a man. You men 
are writers, and can represent us women as unbecom- 
ing as you please in your works, while we are unable 
to return the injury. You have twice or thrice ob- 
served in your <Uscourse, that hypocrisy is the very 
foundation of our education ; and, that sui ability to 
dissemble our affections, is a professed part of our 
breeding. These, and such other reflections, are 
sprinkled up and down the writings of all ages, by au- 
thors, who leave behind them memorials of their re- 
fientment agdnst the scorn of particular women, in 
invectives agsdnst the whole sex. Such a writer, I 
doubt not, was the celebrated Petronius, who invented 
the pleasant aggravations of the frailty of the Ephesian 
lady ; but when we consider this question between the 
sexes, which has been either a point of dispute or 
Kullery, ever since there were men or women, let us 
take facts from plain people, and from such as have 
not either ambition or capacity to embellish their nap- 
i:^tions with any beauties of imagination. I was the, 
other day amusing myself with Ligon's account of 
Barbadoes ; and in answer to your well-wrought tale, 
I will give you, as it dwells upon my memory, out of 
that honest traveller, in his fifty-fifth page, the history 
of Inkle and Yarico. 

Mr. Thomas Inkle, of London, aged twenty years, 
embarked in the Downs in the good ship called the 
Achilles, bound for the West-Indies, on the 1 6th of 
June, \ 6417, in order to improve his fortune by trade 
and merchandise. Our adventurer was the third son 
of an eminent citizen, who had taken particular care 
to instil into his mind an early love of gain, by mak- 
iTig him a perfect master of numbprs^ iind conse- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



No. 11. THE SPECTATOR. 51 

quently giving him a quick view of loss and advan- 
tage, and preventing the natural impulses of his pas- 
sions, by prepossession towards his interests. With a 
mind thus turned, young Inkle had a person every 
way agreeable, a ruddy vigor in his countenance, 
strength in his limbs, with ringlets of fair hair loosely 
flowing on his shoulders. It happened, in the course 
of the voyage, that the Achilles, in some distress, put 
into a creek on the main of America, in search of 
provisions. The youth, who is the hero of my story, 
among others, went ashore upon this occasion. From 
their first landing, they were observed by a party of 
Indians, who hid themselves in the woods for that 
purpose. The English, unadvisedly, marched a great 
distance from the shore into the country, and were 
intercepted by the natives, who slew the greatest num- 
ber of them. Our adventurer escaped among others, 
hf flying into a forest. Upon his coming into a re- 
mote and pathless part of the wood, he threw him- 
self, tired and breathless, on a little hillock, when an 
Indian maid rushed from a thicket behind him. Af- 
ter the first surprise, they appeared mutually agreeable 
to each other. If the European was highly charmed 
with the limbs, features, and wild graces of the naked 
American ; the American was no less taken with the 
dress, complexion, and shape of an European, covered 
fit)m head to foot. The Indian grew immediately 
enamoured of him, and conseouently solicitous for his 
preservation. She therefore flkiveyed him to a cave, 
where she gave him a delicious repast of fruits, and 
led him to a stream to slake his thirst. In the midst 
of these good offices, she would sometimes play with 
his hair, and delight in the opposition of its color to 
Uiat of her fingers : then open his bosom, then laugh 
at him for covering it. She was, it seems, a person 
of ^tinction, for she every day came to him in a dif- 
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ferent dress, of the most beautiful shells, bugles^ and 
beads. She Akewise brought him a great many 
spoils, which her other lovers had presented to her ( 
so that his cave was richly adorned with all the spotted 
skins of beasts, and most party-colored feathers of 
fowls, which that world afforded. To make his con* 
foiement more tolerable, she would carry him, in the 
ilusk of the evening, or by the favor of moon-light, to 
unfrequented groves and solitudes, and shew him 
where to lie down in safety, and sleep amidst the 
falls of waters, and melody of nightingales. Hep 
yait was to watch and hold him asleep in her arms, 
for fear of her countrymen, and awake him . on occa- 
sions to consult his safety. In this manner did the 
lovers pass away their time, till they had learned a 
language of their own, in which the voyager commu- 
nicated to his mistress, how happy he should be to 
have her in his country, where she should be clothed 
in such silks as his waistcoat was made of, and be 
carried in houses drawn by horses, without being ex- 
posed to wind or weather. All this he promised her 
the enjoyment of, without such fears and alarms as 
they were then tormented with. In this tender cor- 
respondence these lovers lived for several months, 
when Yarico, instructed by her lover, discovered a 
vessel on the coast, to which she made signals ; and, 
in the night, with the utmost joy and satisfaction, ac- 
companied him to a ^ip's crew of his countrymen, 
bound for Baibadoes.^When a vessel from the main 
arrives in that island, it seems the planters come 
down to the shore, where there is an immediate market 
cf the Indians and other slaves, as with us of horses 
and oxen. 

To be short, Mr. Thomas Inkle, now coming into 
English territories, began seriously to reflect upon 
his loss of time, and to weigh with himself how many 
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days interest of his money he had lost durmg his stay 
with Yarico. This thought made the young man 
veiy pensive, and careful what account he should be 
able to give his friends of his voyage. Upon >^hich 
considerations, the prudent and frugal young man sold 
Yarico to a Barbadian merchant ; notwithstanding 
that the poor girl, to incline him to commiserate her 
condition, told him that she was with child by him ; 
butJie only made use of that information, to arise in 
■Fdemands upon the purchaser. 

I was so touched with this stoiy, (which I think 
should be always a counterpart to the Ephesian ma- 
tron) that I left the room with tears in my eyes j 
which a woman of Arietta's good sense, did, I am 
sure, take for greater applause than any compliments. 
I could make her,' yi* 



No. 12. WEDNESDAY, March 14, 

BY ADDISON.. 

■ II ■ Vetere^ avias tibi depulmme rehxllo, 

^Pers. Siat5. V.92I 
I root th' old woman {irom thy trembling heart. 

JuLt my coming to London, it was some time be- 
fore I could settle myself in^ house to my liking. I 
was forced to quit my first lodgings, by reason of an 
officious landlady, that would be asking me ev<^ty 
morning how I had slept. I then fell into an honest fa- 
mily, and lived very happily for above a week ; when 
my landlord, who was a jolly good-natured man, took 
J It into his head that I wanted company, and therefore 
Irould frequently come into my chamber to keep m© 
F % 
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from being alone. This I bore for two or three days ; 
but telling me one day that he Nvas afraid I was me- 
lancholy, I thought it was high time for me to be gone, 
and accordingly took new lodgings that veiy night. 
About a week after, I found my jolly landloi-d, who, as 
I said before, was an honest hearty man, had put me 
into an advertisement of the Daily Courant, in the fol- 
lowing words : * Whereas a melancholy man left his 

* lodgings on Thursday last in the afternoon, ante^s 

* afterwards seen going towards Islington ; if any^ie 
< can give notice of him to R, B. fishmonger in the 

* Strand, he shall be very well rewarded for his pains.' 
As I am the best man in the world to keep my own 
counsel, and my landlord the fishmonger not khow- 
ing my name, this accident of my life Mras never dis- 
covered to this very day. 

I am now settled with a widow woman, who has a 
jgreat many children, and complies with my humor in 
every thing. I do not remember that we have ex- 
changed a word together these five years ; my coffee 
comes into my chamber every morning without asking 
for it ; if I want fire, I point to my chimney ; if water, 
to my bason : upon which my landlady nods, as much 
as to say she takes my meaning, and immediately 
obeys my signals. She has likewise modelled her fa- 
mily so well, that when her little boy oflPers to pull me 
by the coat, or prattle in my face, his eldest sister im- 
mediately calls him off, and bids him not disturb the 
gentleman. At my ftrst entering into the family, I 
was troubled with the civility of their rising up to me 
every time I came into the room ; but my landlady ob- 
serving, that upon these occasions I always cried pish, 
and went out again, has forbidden any such ceremony 
to be used in the house ; so that at present I waUf late 
the kitchen or parlor, without being taken nol^EC||^^ 
•r giving any interruption to the business or discooiEie 
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o£ the family. The maid will ask her mistress, though 
I am by, whether the gentleman is ready to go to 
dinner, as the mistress, who is indeed an excellent 
housewife, spolds at the servants as heartily before 
my face as behind my back. In short, I move up 
and down the house, and enter into iall companies 
with the same liberty as a cat, or any other domestic 
animal, and I am as little suspected of telling any 
thing that I hear or see. 

I remember last winter there were several young 
girls of the neighborhood sitting about the fire with 
miy landlady's daughters, and telling stories of spirits 
and apparitions. Upon my opening the door, the 
young women broke off their discourse, but my land- 
lady's daughters telling them that it was no body but 
the gentleman, (for that is the name which I go by m 
the neighborhood as well as in the family) they went 
on without minding me. I seated myself by the can- 
dle that stood on tile table at one end of the room ; and 
pretending to read a book that I took out pf my pocket, 
heard several dreadful stories of ghosts as pale as 
ashes, that had stood at the feet of a bed, or walked 
over a church^yard by moon-light ; and of others, 
that had been conjured into the Red-Sea, for disturb- 
ing people's rest, and drawing their curtains at mid- 
night ; with many other old women's fables of the like 
nature. As one spirit raised another, I observed, 
that at the end of every story the whole company 
closed their ranks, and crowded about the fire. I 
took notice, in paiticular, of a little boy, who was so 
attentive to eveiy story, that I am mistaken if he ven- 
tures to go to bed by himself this twelve-month. In- 
deed they talked s^ong, that the imaginations of the? 
irhole assembly were manifestly crazed, and, I am 
Hare, will be the worse for it as long as they live. I 
Heard one of the gh-ls, that had looked upon me over 
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her shoulder, askhig the company how long I had 
been in the room, and whether I did not look paler 
than I used to do. This put me under some appre- 
hensions that I should be forced to explain myself if 
1 did not retire ; for which reason I took the candle in 
my hand, and went up into my chamber^ not without 
wondering at this unaccountable weakness in reason* 
able creatures, that they should love to astonish and 
terrify one another. Were I a father, I should take 
a particular care to preserve my children from these 
little horrors of imagination, which they are apt to con- 
tract when they are young, and are not able to shake 
off when they are in years. I have known a soldier 
that has entered a breach, affrighted at his own sha- 
dow, and look pale upon a little scratching at his door, 
who, the day before, had marched up against a batteiy 
of cannon. There are instances of persons, who have 
been terrified, even to distraction, at the figure of a 
tree, or the shaking of a bull-rush. The truth of it isy 
: I look upon a sound imagination as the greatest bles- 
/ ing of life, fiext to a clear judgment and a good con- 
i science. In the mean time, since there are very few 
whose minds are not more or less subject to these 
dreadful thoughts and apprehensions, we ought to 
arm ourselves i^gainst them by the dictates of reascm 
and religion, to fiull the old woman out of our heartfj 
as Persius expresses it in the motto of my paper, and 
extinguish those impertinent notions which we im- 
bibed at a time that we were not able to judge of 
their absurdity. Or, if we believe, as many wise and 
good men have done, that there are such phantoms 
and apparitions as those I have been speaking of, let 
us endeavor to establish to ourselves an interest in 
Him who holds the reins of the whole creation in his; 
hand, and moderates them after such a manner^ thai 
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it is impossible for one being to break loose upon 
another, without his knowledge and permission. 

For my own part, I am apt to join in opinion with 
those who believe that all the regions of nature swarm 
with spirits ; and that we have multitudes of specta- 
tors on all our actions, when we think ourselves most 
alone : but, instead of terrifying myself with such a 
notion, I am wonderfully pleased to think tliat I am al- 
ways engaged with such an innumerable society, in 
searchbg out the winders of the creation, and joining 
in the same concert of praise and adoration. 

Milton has finely described this mixed communion 
of men and spirits in paradise ; and had doubtless his 
eye upon a verse in old Hesiod, which is almost word 
for word, the same with his third line in the following 



' Nor think, though men were none, 

That heav'n would want spectators, God want praise : 
Millions of spiritual creatures walk the earth 
Unseen, both when we wake and when we sleep ; 
All these with ceaseless praise his works behold 
Both day and night. How often from the steep 
Of ech(mig hills or thicket have we heard 
Celestial voices to the midnight dr, 
Sole, or reponsive each to other's note. 
Singing their great Creator ? Oft in bands, 
While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk, 
With heav'nly touch of instrumental sounds, 
In full harmonic number join*d, their songs 
Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to heav'n. 

C. 
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No. 18. THURSDAY, March 15. 

BT ADDISON. 
JHc mihi, 9i fugrit tu leo, gualit eris ^ Ha-kt. 

^Vere you a lion, how would you behave ? 

X HERE is nothing that of late years has afforded 
matter of greater amusement to the town than Sig- 
nior Nicolini's combat with a lion in the Hay-Market^ 
which has been very often exhibited to the general 
satisfaction of most of the nobility and gentiy in the 
kingdom of Great-Britain. Upon the first rumor of 
this intended combat, it was confidently affirmed, and 
is still believed by many in both galleries, that there 
would be a tame lion sent from the tower every opera 
night, in order to be killed by Hydaspes ; this report, 
though altogether groundless, so universally prevailed 
in the upper regions of the play-house, that some of 
the most refined politicians in those parts of the au« 
dience gave it out in whisper, that the lion was a cousin- 
german of the tiger who made his appearance in King 
William's days, and that the stage would be supplied 
' with lions at the public expence, durmg the whole 
session. Many likewise 'Wfere the conjectures of the 
treatment which this lion was to meet with from the 
hands of Signior Nicolini ; some supposed tiiat he 
was to subdue him in recitaitvo^ as Orpheus used to 
serve the wild beasts in his time, and afterwards to 
knock him on the head ; some fancied that the lion 
would not pretend to lay his paws upon the hero, by- 
reason of the received opinion, that a lion would not 
hurt a virgin : several, who pretended to have seen 
the opera in Italy, had informed their friends, that the 
lion was to act a part in High Dutch, and roar twice 
or thrice to a Thorough-Base, before he fell at the 
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feet of Hydaspes. To clear up a matter that was so 
variously reported^ I have made it my business to ex- 
amine whether this pretended lion is really the savage 
he appears to be, or only a counterfeit. 

But, before I communicate my discoveries, I must 
acquaint the reader, that upcm my walking behind the 
scenes last winter, as I was thinking on something 
else, I acddently justled against a monstrous animal, 
thaf extremely startled me, and, upon my nearer sur- 
vey of it, appeared to be a lion-rampant. The lion 
seeing me very much surprised, told me, in a gentle 
i^ce, that I might come by him if I pleased : ' For 
(says he) I do not intend to hurt any body.* I thanked 
him very kindly, and passed by him : and, in a little 
time after, saw him leap upon the stage, and act his 
part with very great applause. It has been obsei-ved 
bf several, tliat the lion has changed his manner of 
acdng twice or thrice since his first appearance ; 
which will not seem strange, when I acquaint my 
reader that the lion has been changed upon the au- 
dience three several times. The first lion was a can- 
dle-snuffer, who being a fellow of a testy, choleric 
temper, over-did his part, and would not suffer him- 
self to be killed so easily as he ought to ha^^ done ; 
besides, it was observed of him, that he grew more 
surly eveiy time he came out of the lion ; and having 
dropt some words in ordinary conversation, as if he 
had not fought his best, and that he suffered himself 
to be thrown upon his back in the scuffle, and that he 
would wrestle with Mr. Nicolinifor what he pleased, 
out of his lion's skin, it was thought proper to discard 
Hm ; and it is verily believed, to this day, that had he 
been brought upon the stage another time, he would 
eertainly have done mischief. Besides, it was ob- 
jected agaanstthe first lion, that he reared himself so 
M^ upon iaa hinder paws> and walked in so erect |k 
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I^osture) that he looked more like an old man than a 
lion. 

The second lion was a tailor by trade, who belonged 
to the play-house, and had the character of a mild 
and peaceable man in his profession. If the former 
was too furious, this was too sheepish, for his part ; 
insomuch, that after a short modest walk upon the 
stage, he would Ml at the first touch of HydaspeSy 
without grappling with him, and giving him an oppor- 
tunity of shewing hi& variety of Italian trips : it is 
said, indeed, that he once gave him a rip in his flesh* 
color doublet ; but this was only to make work Ibr 
himself, in his private character of a tailor. I must 
not omit that it was this second lion who treated me 
with so much humanity behind the scenes. 

The acting lion at present is, as I am informed, a 
country gentleman, who does it for his diversion ; but 
desires his name may be concealed. He says very 
handsomely, in his own excuse, that he does not act 
for gain ; that he indulges an innocent pleasure in it ; 
and that it is better to pass away an evening in this 
manner, than in gaming and drinking ; but, at the 
same time, says, with a very agreeable raillery upon 
himself, that if his name should be known, the ill-na- 
tuied world might call him, The ass in the liorCa skin. 
This gentleman's temper is made out of such a happy 
mixture of the mild and the choleric, that he out-does 
both his predecessors, and has drawn together greater 
audiences than have been known in the memory of 
man. 

I must not conclude^ my narrative, without taking 
notice of a groundless report that has been raised, to 
a gentleman's disadvantage, of whom I must declare 
myself an admirer ; namely, that Signior Nicolini and 
the lion have been seen sittmg peaceably by one ano- 
ther, and smoking a pipe together behind the scenes ; 
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by which their common enemies would insinuate, that 
it is but a sham combat which they represent upon 
the stage ; but, upon inquiry, I find, that if any such 
correspondence has passed between them, it was not 
^H the combat was over, when the lion was to be looked 
^pon as dead, according to the received rules of the 
drama. Besides, this is what is practised every day 
in Westminster-Hall, where nothing is more usual 
than to see a couple of lawyers, who have been tearing 
each other to pieces in the court, embracing one ano^ 
ther as soon as they are out of it. 

I would not be thought, in any part of this relation, 
to reflect upon Signior Nicblini, who, in acting this 
parti^only complies with the wretched taste of his au- 
dience ; he knows very well, that the lion has many 
more admirers than himself; as they say of the fa- 
mous equestrian statue on the Pont-Neuf at Paris, 
that more people go to see the horse, than the king 
who sits upon it. On the contrary, it gives me a just 
indignation to see a person whose action gives new 
majesty to kings, resolution to heroes, and softness 
to lovers, thus sinking from the greatness of his be- 
havior, and degraded into the character of the London 
Prentice. I have often wished, that our tragedians 
would copy after this great master in action. Could 
they make the same use of their arms and legs, and 
inform their faces with as significant looks and ps^s- 
sions, how glorious would an English tragedy appear 
with that action which is capable of giving a dignity 
to the forced thoughts, cold conceits, and unnatural 
expressions of an Italian opera ? In the mean time, 
I have related this combat of the Uon, to shew what 
are at present the reigning entertainments of the poli- 
t^part of Grcat-Bri^iin. 
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Audiences have often "been reproached by writcfi 
for the coarseness of their taste ; but our present 
grievance does not seem to be the wtot of a good 
taste, but of t:ommon sense* iC 



No. U. FRroAY, March 16. 

BT STESLB. 

— *Tif jTMe hU^ infelix, exue ntonatrU, 

Ovid. Met 1. 4, v. 590. 
Wretch that thou art ! put off this monstrous shape. 

1 WAS reflecting this momyig upon the spirit and 
humor of the public diversions five and twenty years 
ago, and. those of the present time ; and- lamented to 
myself, that though in those days they neglected their 
morality, they kept up their good sense ; but that the 
beau mondcy at present, is only grown more childish, 
not more innocent, than the former. While I wras in 
this train of thought, an odd fellow, whose face I have 
often seen at the play-house, gave me the following 
letter with these words, * Sir, the lion presents his 

* humble service to you, and desired me to give this 

* into your own hands. 

^ From my Den in. the Bat^Markety March 15. 

* SIR, 

* I have read all your papers, and have stifled, my 

* resentment against your reflections upon operas, till 

* that of this day, wherein you plainly insinuate> that 

* Signior Grimaldi and myself have a correspondence 
^ more friendly than is consistent with the valor of iu& 
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Jlcharacter^p^tiia^ fierceness of miney' I desire you 
" would, for your own sake, forbear ^di intimations' 
for the future ; and must say it is a great piece of 
ill-nature in youjj to shew so great an esteem for a 
foreigner, and to discourage a lion that b your own 
countryman. 

< I take notice of your fable of the lion and man, 
(No. 1 1 .) but am so equally concerned in that matter, 
that I shall not be offended to whichsoeyer of the ani- 
mals the superiority is given. You have misrepre- 
sented me, in saying that I am a country-gentleman, 
who act only for my diversion ; whereas had I still 
the same woods to range in which I once had when 
I was a fox -hunter, I should not resign my man- 
hood for a maintenance ; and assure you, as low as 
mf circumstances are at present, I am so much a 
man of honor, that I would scorn to* be any beast for 
bread but a lion. Yours, &c.' 

I had no sooner ended this, than one of my land- 
ladjr's children brought me in several others, with 
some of which I shall make up my present paper, 
they all having a tendency to the same subject, viz. 
the elegance of our present diversions. 

* MR, Covent'Garderiy March \3. 

* I have been, for twenty years under- sexton of this 

* parish of St. Paul's, Covent-Garden, and have not 

< missed tolling^ into prayers six times in all those 

* years ; which office I have performed to my great 

* satisfaction till tliis fortnight last past, during which 

< time I find my congregation take the warning of my 

* bell, morning and evening, to go to the puppet-show, 

* set forth by one Powell, under the Piazzas. By this 

* means I have not only lost my two customers whom 

* I used to place for sixpence apiece over-against Mrs. 
Rachel Eyebright ; but Mrs. Rachel herself is gone 
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' thither also. There now appear among us none but a 

* few ordmary people, who come to church only to 

< say their prayers, so that I have no work worth spes^* 
' ing of but on Sundays. I have placed my son at the 

* Piazzas, to acquaint the ladies that the bell rings for 

* church, and that it stands on the other side of the 

* garden ; but they only laugh at the child. 

' I desire you would lay this before all the world, 
' that I may not be made such a tool for the future, 
' and that Punchinello may chuse hours less canonical. 
' As things are now, Mr. Powell has a full congrega- 
» lion, while we have a very thin house ; which if you 

* can remedy, you will very much oblige, Sir, 

< Yours, 8cc.* 

The following epistle I find is from the undertaker 
of the masquarade. 

* SIR, 

< I have observed the rules of my masque (No. 8) so 
' carefully (in not inquiring into persons,) that 1 cannot 
' tell whether you were one of the company or not last 
' Tuesday ; but if you were not, and still design {o 
' come, I desire you would^ for your own entertain- 
' ment, please to admonish the town, that all persons, 

* indifferently are not fit for this sort of diversion. I 

* could wish, Sir, you could make them understand, 
' that it is a kind of acting, to go in masquarade, and a 

* man should be able to say or do things proper for the 

< dress in which he appears. We have now and then 

* rakes in the habit of Roman senators, and grave po- 

< liticians in the dress of rakes. The misfortune of 

* the thing is, that people dress themselves in what 

* they have a mind to be, and not what they are fit for. 

* There is not a girl in the town, but let her have her 

* will in going to a masque, and she shall dreSs as a 

* shepherdess. But let me beg of them to read the 
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* Arcadia^ or some other good romance, before they 

< appear ux any such character at my house. The 
'< last day we presented, every body was fo rashly ha- 

< bited, that when they came to speak to each other, a 

< nymph with a crook had not a word to say but m the 

* pert style of a pit bawdry j and a man in the habit of 

* a philosopher was speechless, till an occasion oifered 

< of expressuig himself in the refuse of the tiring- 

* rooms. We had a judge that danced a minuet, with 

* a Quaker for his partner, while half a dozen, harle- 

< quins stood by as spectators. A Turk drank me off 

< two bottles of wine, and a Jew eat me up half a ham 

< of bacon. If I can bring my design to bear, and 

< make the masquers preserve their characters in my 

< assemblies, I hope you will allow there i? a founda- 

* tipn laid for more elegant and improving gallantries, 

< thau auy the town at present affords ; and conse- 

< quently, that you wi}l give your approbation to the 
*- endeavors of, Sijc, 

< Your most obedient humble servant.' 

I am very glad the following episde obliges me to 
mention Mr. Powell a second time in the same paper ; 
for indeed there cannot be too great encouragement 
l^ven to his skill in motions, provided he is under 
proper restrictions. 

* SIK, 

* The opera at the Hay- Market, and that under the 

< little Piazza in Covent-Garden, being at present 

< the two leading diversions^ of thp town, and Mr. 

* Powell professing in hip advertisements to set up 
^ Whittington and, his Cat, against Rinaldo and Ar- 

* mida, my curiosity led me the beginnmg of last week 
*to view both these performances, and make my ob-. 
i servations upon them. 
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< Firbt, therefore, I cannot but observe that Mr. Pow- 
ell wisely forbearing to give his company a Mil of 
fare beforehand, every scene is new and unexpected ; 
whereas it is certain, that the undertakers of the Hay- 
Market, having raised too great an expectation in 
their printed opera, very much disappoint their au* 
dience on the stage. 

' The king of Jerusalem is oblige4 to come from 
the city on foot, instead of being drawn in a trium- 
phant chariot by white horses, as my opera-book had 
promised me ; and thus while I expected Armida*s 
dragons should rush forward towards Argantes, I 
found the hero was obliged to go to Armida, and hand 
her out of her coach. We had also but a very short 
allowance of thunder and lightning ; though I can- 
not in this place omit doing justice to the boy who 
had the direction of the two painted dragons, and 
made them spit fire and smoke ; he flashed out his 
rosin in such just proportions, and in such due time^ 
that I could not forbear conceiving hopes of his be- 
ing one day a most excellent player. I saw indeed 
but two things wanting to render his whole action 
xorpplete, I mean the keeping his head a little lower, 
and hiding his candle. 

* I observe that Mr. Powell and the undertakers of 
the opera, had both the same thought, and I think 
much about the same time, of introducing animals on 
their several stages, though indeed with very dif- 
ferent success. The sparrows and chaffinches at 
the Hay^Market fly as yet very irregularly over the 
stage ; and instead of perching on the trees, and 
performing thjeir parts, these young actors either get 
into the galleries, or put out the candles ; whereas 
Mr. Powell has so well disciplined his pig, that in 
the first scene he and Punch dance a minuet toge- 
ther. I am informed, however, that Mr. Powell 
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< resolves to excel his adversaries in their own way ; 

< and introduce larks in his next opera of Susanna, or 
' Innocence betrayed, which will be exhibited next 
' week with a pair of new elders. 

* The moral of Mr. Powell's drama is violated, I 
' confess', by Punch's national reflections on the 

< French, and King Harry's laying his leg upon the 

* Queen's lap in too ludicrous a manner before so 
' great an assembly. 

* As to the mechanism and scenery, every thing in- 

< deed was uniform and of a piece, and the scenes 
' were managed very dexterously ; which calls on me 

* to take notice, that at the Hay-Market the under- 

* takers forgetting to change their side-scenes, we 
« were presented with a prospect of the ocean in the 
' midst of a delightful grove ; and though the gentle- 

* men on the stage had very much contributed to the 
' beauty of the grove, by walking up and down between 
' the trees, I must own I was not a little astonished 

< to see a well-dressed young fellow, in a full bottomed 
' wig, appear in the midst of the sea, and vnthout any 

* visible concern taking snuff. 

< I shall only observe one thing farther, in Which 
' both dramas agree ; which is, that by the squeak of 
' their voices the heroes of each are eunuchs ; and as 

< the wit in both pieces is equal, I must prefer the 

< performance of Mr. Powell, because it is in our own 

< language. I am, &c.* R 
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No. 15. SATURDAY, March ir^. 

BT ADDISON. 

Parva levet capivnt animo § ■ ■ 

OvxD. Ars. am. L 1 r. 159w 



light minds are pleas'd wit^ trifles. 



w. 



HEN I was in France, I used to gaze with greajt 
astonishment at the splendid equipages and part]r-co- 
k>red habits of that fcmt^stic nation. I was one day 19 
particular contemplating a lady, that sat in the coach 
adorned with gilded Cupids, and finely painted with 
the loves of Venus and Adonis. The coach was drawn 
by ^ milk-white horses, and loaded behind with thp 
same number of powdered footmen* Just before the 
lady were a couple of beautiful pages, that were stuc)L 
^xnongthe harness, and by their gay dresses and smil- 
ing features, looked like the elder brothers of the lit- 
tle boys that were carved and painted in every corner 
of the coach. 

The lady was the unfortunate Cleanthe, who after- 
wards gave an occasion to a pretty melancholy novel. 
She had, for several years, received the addresses of a 
gentleman, whom, after a long and intimate acquaint- 
ance, she forsook, upon the account of this shining 
equipage^ which had been offered to her by one of 
great riches, but a crazy constitution. The circi^n^- 
stancesin which I saw her were it seems the disguise 
only of a broken heart, and a kind of pageantry to co- 
ver distress ; for in two months after she was car-- 
ried to her grave with the same pomp and magnir 
ficence ; being sent thither partly by the loss of one. 
lover, and partly by the possession of another. 

I have often reflected with myself on this unac-„ 
burnable humor m womankind, of being smitt^iv, 
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with every thing that is showy and superficial ; and on 
the numberless evils that befal the sex, from this lights 
fentastical disposition. I myself remember a young 
lady that was very warmly solicited by a couple of im- 
portunate rivals, who for several months together did 
all they could to recommend themselves, bv compla- 
cency of behavior, and agreeableness of conversation. 
At length, when the competition was doubtful, and the 
lady undetermined in her choice, one of the young 
lovers very luckily bethought himself of adding a su- 
pernumerary lace to his liveries, which had so good an 
effect, that he married her the very week after. 

The usual conversation of ordinaiy women very 
roucli cherishes this natural weakness of being taken 
with outside and appearance. Talk of a new-married 
couple, and you immediately hear whether they keep 
their coach and six, or eat in plate : mention the 
name of an absent lady, and it is ten to one but you 
learn something of her gown and petticoat. A ball is 
a great help to discourse, and a birth-day furnishes 
conversation for a twelvemonth after. A furbelow of 
precious stones, a hat buttoned with a diamond, a bro- 
cade waistcoat or petticoat, are standing topics. In 
short, they consider only the drapery of the species, 
and neirer cast away a thought on those ornaments of 
the mind, that make persons illustrious in themselves, 
and useful to others. When women are thus perpe- 
tually dazzling one another's imaginations, and filling 
their lieads with nothing but colors, it is no wonder 
that they are more attentive to the superficial parts 
of life, than the solid Mid substantial blessings of it. 
A girl who has been trained up in this kind of conver- 
sation, is in danger of every embroidered coat that 
comes in her way. A pair of fringed gloves may be 
her ruin. In a word, lace and ribbands, silver and 
gdd galloons, Mith the like glittering gew-gaws, are 
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tfo many lures to women of weak minds or low educa'p 
tions, and when artificially displayed are able to fetch 
down the most airy coquette fi-om the wildest of her 
^flights and rambles. 

Tcue happiness is of a retired nature^ and an enemy 
to pomp and noise : it arises, in the first place, from 
the enjoyment of one's self ; and in the next, from the 
friendship and conversation of a few select compa- 
nions : it loves shade and solitude, and naturally 
haunts groves, and fountains, fields and meadows : in 
short, it feels every thing it wants within itself, and re- 
ceives no addition from multitudes of wimesses and 
spectators. On the contrary, false happiness loves to 
be in a crowd, and to draw the eyes of the world upon 
her. She does not receive any satisfaction from the 
applauses which she gives herself, but from the admi- 
ration which she raises in others. She flourishes in 
courts and palaces, theatres and assemblies, and has 
no existence but when she is looked upon. 

Aurelia, though a woman of great quality, delights 
in the privacy of a country life, and passes away a great 
part of her time in her own walks and gardens. Her 
husband, who is her bosom fiiend, and companion in 
her solitudes, has been in love with her ever since he 
knew her. They both abound with good seny , coa- 
9ummate virtue, and a mutual esteem ; and are a per- 
petual entertainment to one another. Their family is 
under so regular an economy, in its hours of devotion 
and repast, employment and diversion, that it looks 
like a little commonwealth within itself. They often 
go into company, that they may return with the greater 
delight to one another ; and sometimes live in town^ 
not to enjoy it so properly as to grow weary of it, that 
they may renew in themselves the relish of a country 
life. By this means they are happy in each other, be- 
loved by their children; adored by their sertants, and 
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are become the envy or rather the delight of all that 
know them. 

How different to this is the life of Fulvia I she 
considers her husband as her steward, and looks 
upon discretion as good housewifery, as little domes- 
tic virtues unbecoming a woman of quality. Sh« 
thinks life lost in her own family, and fancies her- 
self out of the world when she is not in the ring, . 
the play-house, or the drawing-room ; she lives in a 
perpetual motion of body, and restlessness of thought) 
and is never easy in any one~place, when she thinks 
there is more company in another. The missing of 
an opera the first night would bte more afflicting t6 
her than the death of a child. She pities all the va- 
luable part of her own sex, and calls every woman 
of a prudent modest retired life, a poor-spirited and 
unpolished creature. What a mortification would it 
be to Fulvia, if she knew that her setting herself to 
vbwis but exposing herself, and that she grows con- 
temptible by being conspicuous ? 

I cannot conclude my paper without obsernng, 
(hat Virgil has finely touched upon this female pas- 
sion for dress and show, in the character of Ca- 
milla; who though she seems to have shaken off 
all the "Other weaknesses of her sex, is still described 
as a woman in this particular. The poet tells us, 
that after having made a great slaughter of the 
enemy, she unfortunately cast her eye on a Trojan, 
who wore an embroidered tutiic, a beautiful coat of 
mail, vdth a mantie of the finest purple. * A golden 

< bow (says he) hung upon his shoulder ; his gar- 
^ment.wras buckled with a golden clasp, and his 

< head covered mth a helmet of the same shining 
* metal.* The Amazon immediately singled out this 
JweU-dressed vrarrior, being seized with a woman's 
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longing for the pretty trappuig;s he was adorned 
with. 

— — Ttf^um^ue incauta per agmeiu 

JTamineo pratU et tpoHorwn ardebat aimre* 

iEn. 11. V. 783. 

This heedless pursuit after these glittering trifles, 
the poet, by a nice concealed moral, represents to 
fiaye been the destruction of his female hero. C 



No. 16. MONDAY, March 19. 

BT ADDISOK. 

Quodvertim atque decern euro, et rogo, et omrm in hoe sum, 

HoR. Ep. 1. 1. 1. V. 11. 
What right,vWliat true, what fit wq justly call, 
Let this be all my care— for this is all. Pops. 

X HAVE received a letter, desiring mc to be very- 
satirical upon the litda muff that is now in fashion- ; 
another informs me of a pair of silver garters buckled 
below the knee, that have been lately seeivat the 
Rainbow coffee-house in Fleet-street ; a third sends 
me an heavy complaint against fringed gloves. To 
be brief, there is scarce an ornament of either sex 
which one or other of my correspondents has not 
inveighed against- with some bitterness, and recom- 
mended to my observation. I must therefore, once 
for all, inform my readers, that it is not- my intention 
to sink the dignity of this my paper with reflections 
upon red-heeis or top-knots> but mther to enter into 
the passions of mankind, and to correct those depraved 
sentiments that gave birth to all those little ^xtra- 
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vagancies which appear in their outward dress and be- 
havior. Foppish and fantastic ornaments are only 
indications of vice, not criminal in themselves. Ex- 
ting^uish vanity in the mind, and you naturally retrench 
the little superfluities of garniture and equipage. The 
blossoms will fall of themselves, when the root that 
nourishes them is destroyed. 

I shall therefore, as I have said, apply my remedies 
to the first seeds and principles of an affected dress, 
without descending to the dress itself; though at the 
same time I must own, that I have thoughts of creat- 
ing an officer under me, to be entitled, The censor of 
small waresy and of alloting him one day in a week for 
the execution of such his office. An operator of this 
nature might act under me, with the same regard 
as a surgeon to a physician ; the one might be em-* 
ployed in healing those blotches and tumors which 
break out in the body, while the other is sweetening 
the blood and rectifying the constitution. To speak 
truly, the young people of both sexes are so wonder*^ 
fully apt to shoot out into long swords or sweeping 
trains, bushy head-dresses, or full-bottomed periwigSi 
with several other incumbrances of dress, that they 
stand in need of being pruned very frequently, lest 
they, should be oppressed with ornaments, and over- 
run with the luxuriancy of their habits. I am much 
in doubt, whether I should give the preference to a 
Quaker that is trimmed close, and almost cut to the 
quick, or to a beau that is loaded with such a redun- 
dance of excrescences. I must therefore desire my 
correspondents to let me know how they approve my 
project, and whetlier they think the erecting of such 
a petty censorship Ynay not turn to the emolument 
of the public ; for I would not do any tiling of this 
nature rashly and without advice, 
Vol.1. H 
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There is another set of correspondents to whom I 
must address myself in the second place ; I mean 
such as fill their letters with private scandal, and black 
accounts of particular persons and families. The world 
is so full of ill-nature, that I have lampoons sent me by 
people who cannot spell, and satires composed by 
those who scarce know how to write. By the last 
post in particular I received a packet of scandal which 
is not legible ; and have a whole bundle of letters in 
.womens' hands that are full of blots and calumnies, 
insomuch, that when I see the name of Cselia, Phillis, 
Pastora, or the like, at the bottom of a scrawl, I con- 
clude in course that it brings me some account of a 
fallen virgin, a faithless wife, or an amorous widow. 
I must therefore inform these my correspondents, 
that it is not my design to be a publisher of intiigues 
and cuckoldoms, or to bring little infamous stories 
out of their present lurking-holes into broad day-light. 
If I attack the vicious, I shall only set upon them in a 
body ; and will not be provoked by the worst usage I 
can receive from others, to make an example of any 
particular criminal. In short, I have so much of a 
Draw-cansir in me, that I shall pass over a single foe 
to charge whole armies. It is not Lais nor Silenus, 
but the harlot and the drunkard, whom I shall endea« 
vor to expose ; and shall consider the crime as it ap- 
pears in a species, not as it is circumstanced in an in- 
dividual. I think it was Caligula who wished the 
whole city of Rome had but one neck, that he might 
behead them at a blow. I shall do out of humanity, 
what that emperor would have done in tlie cruelty of 
his temper, and aim every stroke at a collective body 
of offenders. At the same time'I am very sensible, 
that nothing spreads a paper like private calumny 
and defamation ; but as my speculations are not under 
this necessity, they are not exposed to this temptation. 
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In the next place, I must apply myself to my party- 
correspondents, who are continually teazing me to 
take notice of one another's proceedings. How often 
am I asked by both sides, if it is possible for me to be 
an unconcerned spectator of the rogueries that are 
committed by the party which is opposite to him that 
writes the letter ? About two days since I was re- 
proached with an old Grecian law, that forbids any 
man to stand as a neuter or looker-on in the divisions 
of his country. However, as I am very sensible my 
paper would lose its whole effect, should it run into 
the outrages of a party, I shall take care to keep clear 
of every thing which looks that way. If I can in any 
way assuage private inflammations, or^lay public fer- 
ments, I shall apply myself to it with my utmost en- 
deavors ; but will never let my heart reproach me, 
\vith having done any thing towards. increasing those 
feuds and animosities that extinguish religion, deface 
government, and make a nation miserable. 

What I have said under the three foregoing heads, 
will, I am afraid, very much retrench the number of 
my correspondents : I shall therefore acquaint my 
reader, that if he has started any hint which he is not 
able to pursue, if he has met with any surprising 
story which he does not know how to tell, if he has 
discovered any epidemical vice which has not escaped 
my observation, or has heard of any uncommon virtue 
which he would desire topublish ; in short, if he has 
any materials that can furnish out an innocent diver- 
sion, I shall promise him my best assistance in the 
working of them up for a public entertainment. 

This paper my reader will find was intended for an 
answer to a multitude of correspondents ; but I hope 
he will pardon me if I single out one of them in par- 
ticular, who has made me so very humble a request, 
that I cannot forbear complying with it. 
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TO THE SPECTATOR. 

< sm, March 15, 1710-11. 

^ I am at present so unfortunate, as to have nothing 

< to do but to mind my own business, and therefore 
' beg of you that you will be pleased to put me^into 

< some small post under you. I observe that you have 

< appointed your printer and publisher to receive let- 

< ters and advertisements for the city of London ; and 

< shall think myself very much honored by you, if you 

< will appoint me to take in letters and advertisements 

* for the city of Westminster and the dutchy of Lan- 

* caster. Though I cannot promise to fill such an 

< employment with sufficient abilities, I will endeavor 

* to make up with industiy and fidelity what I want 

< in parts and genius. I am, Sir, 

* Your most obedient servant, 
C < Chaeles Lillie.' 



No. 17. TUESDAY, March 20. 

BY STEELE. 

"""^Tetrum ante omnia vultum, 

Jvv. Sat. 10. 1. 191. 
— — A visage rough, 
Deform'd, unfeatur'd. Dry den. 

•3INCE our persons are not of our own making 
when they are such as appear defective or uncomely, 
it is, methinks, an honest and laudable fortitude to 
dare to be ugly ; at least, to keep ourselves from be- 
ing abashed with a consciousness of imperfections 
which we cannot help, and in which there is iio guilt. 
1 would not defend a haggard beau for passing away 
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much time at a glass, and giving softness and lan- 
guisEbg graces to deformity : all I intend is, that we 
ought to be contented with our countenance and shape, 
so far, as never to give ourselves any uneasy reflection 
on that subject. It is to the ordinary people, who are 
not accustomed to make very proper remarks on any 
occasion, matter of great jest, if a man enters with a 
prominent pair of shoulders into an assembly, or it is 
distinguished by an expansion of mouth, or obliquity 
of aspect : It is happy for a man, that has any of these 
odnesses about him, if he can be as merry upon him- 
self, as others are apt to be upon that occasion : wheix 
he can possess himself with such a cheerfulness, wo- 
men and children, who were at first frighted at him, 
will afterwards be as much pleased with him. As it 
is barbarous in others to rally him for natural defects^ 
it is extremely agreeable when he can jest upon him- 
self for them. 

Madam Maintenon's first husband was a hero of 
this kind, and has drawn many pleasantries from the 
irregularity of his shape, which he describes as very 
jnuch resembling the letter Z. He diverts himself 
likewise by representing to his reader the make of an 
engine and pulley, with which he used to take off his 
hat. When there happens to be any thing ridiculous 
in a visage, and the owner of it thinks it an aspect of 
dignity, he must be of very great quality to be exempt 
froni raillery :, the best expedient, therefore, is to be 
pleasant upon himself. Prince Harry and Falstaff, 
in Shakespeare, have carried the ridicule upon fat and 
lean as far it will go. Falstaff is humorously called 
Woolsack, Bed-presser, and Hill of flesh ; Harry, a 
. Starveling, an Elves-skin, a Sheath, a Bow-chase, and 
a Tuck. There is in several incidents of the conver- 
sation between them, the jest still kept up upon the 
person. Great tenderness and sensibility in this pc^t 
H2 ^ J 
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is oat of the greatest weaknesses of self-love. For 
my own part, I am a little unbs^py in the mould of my 
face, which is not quite so long as it is broad : whe- 
ther thb might not partly arise from my opeiung my 
mouth much seldomer than other people, and by con- 
sequence not so much lengthening the fibres of ray 
visage, I am not at leisure to determine. However it 
be, I have been often put out of countenance by the 
shortness of my face, and was formerly at great pains 
in concealing it by wearing a periwig with an high fore- 
top, and letting my beard grow. But now I have 
thoroughly got over this delicacy, and could be con- 
tented were it much shorter, provided it might quidify 
me for a member of the merry-club, which the fol- 
lowing letter gives me an account of. I have. re- 
ceived it from Oxford, and as it abounds with the 
spirit of mirth and good humor, which is natural to 
that place, I shall set it down word for word as it 
came to me. 

* MOST PROFOUND SIR, 

* Having been very. )gell entertained in the last of 

< your speculations that I have yet seen, by your spe- 

* cimen upon clubs, which I, therefore, hope you will 

* continue, I shall take the liberty to furnish you with 

* a brief account of such a one as perhaps you have 

* not seen in all your travels, unless it was your for- 

* tune to touch, upon some of the woody parts of the 

* African continent, in your voyages to and from Grand- 

* Caiix). There have arose in this imiversity, long 

* since you left us without saying any thing, several 

* of these inferior hebdomadel societies, as the Pun* 

< ning Club, the Witty Club, and, amongst the rest, 

* the Handsome Club 5 as a burlesque upon which, a 

* certain merry species, that seem to have come into 
« the world in masquerade, for some years last past have 
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< associated themselves together,and assumed the name 

< of the Ugly Club : this ill-favored fraternity consists of 
'a president and twelve fellows 5 the choice of which is 

* not confined by patent to any, particular foundation^ 

< (as St. John's men would have the world believe, and 

* have, therefore, erected a separate society within 
f themselves,) but liberty is left to elect from any 

* school in Great-Britain, provided the candidates be 
y within the rules of the club, as set forth in a table, 
« intituled, The Jet of Deformity. A clause or two of 
<. which I shall transmit to you. 

* I. That no person whatsoever shall be admitted 
« without a visible queerity in his aspect, or peculiar 
( cast of countenance ; of which the president and of-* 

< ficers for the time being are to determine, and the 
•^president to have the casting voice. 

< II. That a singular regard be had, upon examina- 
^ tion, to the gibbosity of the gentlemen that offer 

< themselves, as founders kinsmen ; or to the obliquity 
« of their figure, in what sort soever. 

< III. That if the quantity of any man*s nose be 

* eminently miscalculated, whether as to length or 

* breath, he shall have a just pretence to be elected. 

< JLastly^ That if there shall be two or more com- 

* pctitors for the same vacancy, cteteris fiaribus^ he 

* that has the thickest skin to have the preference. 

< Every fresh member, upon his first night, is to 

* entertsdn the company with a dish of cod-fish, and a 

* speech in praise of ^sop ; whose portraiture they 

< have in full proportion, or rather disproportion, over 

* the chimney ; and their design is, as soon as their 
« funds are sufficient, to purchase the heads of Ther- 

* sites, Duns Scotus, Scarron, Hudibras, and the old 
« gentleman in Oldham, with all the celebrated ill-faces 

* of antiquity, as furniture for the club-room. 
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< As they have always been professed admirers of 

< the other sex, so they unanimously declare that they 

< will give all possible encouragement to such as will 

< take the benefit of the statute^ though none yet have 

* appeared to do it 

* The worthy president, who is their most devoted 
' champion, has lately shewn me two copies of verses 

< composed by a gentleman of this society ; the first, 

< a Qongratulatory ode inscribed to Mrs. Touchwood, 

* upon the loss of her two fore-teeth ; the other, a pa- 
' negyrie upon Mrs. Andiron's left shoulder. Mrs^' 

* Vizard (he says) since the small-pox, is grown tole-. 

< rably ugly, and a top toast in the club ; but I never 

< heard him so lavish of his fine things, as upon old' 

* Nell Trot, who constantly officiates at their table ;t- 

< her he even adores and extols as the very counter- 

< part of Mother Shipton ; in short, Neil (says he) is 
« one of the extraordinary works of nature ; but as fcM^ 

* complexion, shape^ and features, so valued by others^ 
' they are all mere outside and symmetry, which is bis 

* aversion. Give me leave to add, that the preddent 

< is a facetious pleasant gentleman, and never more soy 

< than when he has got, as he calls them, his dear 

< mummers about him ; and he often protests it does 
' him good to meet a fellow with a right genuine gri- 
^ mace in his air, (which is so agreeable in the gene- 

* rality of the French nation ;) and, as the instance of 
' his sincerity in this particuiai-, he gave me a sight 

< of a list in his pocket-book of all of this class, wha 

< for these five years have fallen under his observation^ 
' with himself at the head of them, and in the rear (as 

* one of a promising and improving aspect,) Sir, • 

Oxford, < Your obliged ahd 

March 12, 1710. < humble servant, 

< Alexander Caitbuncle.* 
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No. 18. WEDNESDAY, March 2 1 . 

BY ADDISON. 

'^'-^Equitia quoque jam migravit ab aure volup(a$ 
Omnia ad incertoa oculos, etgaudia vana. 

HoR.Ep. 1.1.2. T.l$7. 
But now our nobles too are fops and vain. 
Neglect the sense, but love the painted scene. 

Crkzch. 



I 



T.is my design in this paper, to deliver dowa to 
posterity a faithful account of the Italian opera, and of 
the gradual progress which it has made upon the Eng- 
lish stage ; for tliere is^ no question but our great 
g;rand-children will be very curious to know the rea- 
son why their forefathers used to sit together like an 
au^ence of foreigners in their own country, and to 
bear whole plays acted before them in a tongue which 
they did not understand. 

Arsinde was the first opera that gave us a taste of 
Italian inuslc. The great success this opei*a met with, 
produced some attempts of forming pieces upon Ita- 
lian plans, which should give a more natural and rea- 
scmahle entertainment than what can be met with in 
the elaborate triiles c^ that nation. This alarmed the 
poetasters and fiddlers of the town, who were used to 
deal in a more ordinary kind of ware ; and therefore 
laid down an established rule, which is received as 
such to this day, That nothing U capable of being ivell 
^t to music that is not nofisense. 

This maxim was no sooner received, but we im- 
mediately fell to translating the Italian operas ; and as 
there was no great danger of hurting the sense of 
those extraordinary pieces, our authors would often 
make words of their own which were entirely foreign 
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to the meaning of the passages they pretended to trsms- 
late ; their chief care being to make the numbei^ c^ 
the English verse answer to those of the Italian, that 
both of them might go to the same tune. Thus the 
famous song in Camilla, 

Barbara si Vintendo, &c. 

Barbarous woman, yes, I know your meaning — 

which expresses the resentments of an angry, lovi&r^ 
was ti-anslated into that English^ lamentation, 

Frail are a lover's hopes, £^c. 
And it was pleasant enough to see the most refined 
persons of th^ British nation dying away, and ian* 
guishing to notes that were filled with a spirit of rage 
and indignation. It happened also very frequentlyt 
where the sense/ was rightly translated, the necessar3r. 
transposition of words, which were drawn out xif ^i« 
phrase of one tongue into that of another, made tb$ 
music appear very absurd in one tongue, that was very 
natural in the other. I remember an Italian verse 
that ran thus, word for word, 

And tum'd my rage into pity ; 
which the English for rhyme sake translated, 

And into pity turn'd my rage. 
By this means the soft notes that were adapted to pity 
in the Italian, fell upon the word rage in the English ; 
and tlie apgry sounds, that were turned to rage in the 
original, were made to express pity m the transla- 
tion. It oftentimes happened likewise, that the finest 
notes in the air fell upon the most insignificant wordA 
in the sentence. I have known the word and pursued 
through the whole gamut, have been entertained witk 
many a melodious the^ and have heard the most beau- 
tiful graces, quivers, and divisions, bestowed upon 
then, for J and from ; to the eternal honor of our Eng- 
Ush particles, r- r 
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The next step to our refinement, was the intro- 
ducing of Italian actors into our opera ; who sung 
their parts in their own language, at the same time 
that our countrymen performed theirs in our native 
tongue. The king or hero of the play generally spoke 
in Italian^ and his slaves answered him in English ; 
the lover frequently made his court, and gained the 
heart of his princess, in a language which she did not 
understand. One would have thought it very diffi- 
cult to have carried on dialogues after this manner, 
without an interpreter between the persons that con- 
versed together ; but this was the state of the English 
stage for about three years. 

At length the audience grew tired of understand- 
ing half the opera ; and therefore to ease themselves 
entirely of the fatigue of thinking, have so ordered it 
at present, that the whole opera is performed in an 
unknown tongue. We no longer understand the lan- 
guage of our own stage ; insumuch that I have been 
often afndd, when I have seen our Italian performers 
chattering in the vehemence of action, that they have 
bten calling us names, and abusing us among them- 
selves ; but I hope, since we do put such an entire 
confidence in them, they will not talk against us be- 
fore our faces, though they may do it with the same 
safety as if it were behind our backs. In the mean 
time, I cannot forbeai' thinking how naturally a histo- 
nan who writes two or three hundred years hence, 
«nd does not know the taste of his wise forefathers, 
irill make the following reflection : « In the beginning 

* of the eighteenth century, the Italian tongue was so 

* well understood in England, that operas were acted 

* on the public stage in that language.' 

One scarce knows how to be serious in the confu- 
tation of an absurdity that shews itself at the first sight. 
It doesnot want any great measure of sense to see the 
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ridicule of this monstrous practice ; but what makes it 
the more astonishing, it is not the taste of the rabblei 
but of persons of the greatest politeness which has es- 
tablished it. N 

If the Italians have a genius for music above iht 
English) the finglish have a genius for other perform- 
ances of a much higher nature, and capable of giving 
the mind a much nobler entertainment. Would one 
think it was possible (at a time when an author lived 
that was able to write the Phaedra and Hippolitus) for 
a people to be so stupidly fond of the Italian opera, as 
scarce to give a third day's hearing to that admirable 
tragedy ? Music is certainly a very agreeable enter-p 
; tainment, but if it would take the entire possession of 
our ears, if it would make us incapable of hearing 
senset if it would exclude arts that hs^yea much greater 
tendency to the refinement of human nature ; 1 must 
confess 1 would allow it no better quarter thmi Plato 
has done, who banishes it out of his commonwealth. 

At present our notions of music are so very uncerr 
tain, that we do not know what it is we like ; only, in 
general, we ai*e transported with any thing that is ^ 
English : so it be of a foreign growth, let it be Italian, 
French, or High-Dutch, it is the same thing. In 
short, our English music is quite rooted ^ut, arid no- 
thing yet planted in its stead. 

When a royal palace is burnt to the ground, every 
man is at liberty to present his plan for a new one ; 
and though it be but indifferently put together, it may 
furnish several hints that may be of use to a good ar* 
chitect. I shall take the same liberty in a following 
paper, of giving my opinion upon the subject of mu- 
sic : which I shall lay down only in a problematical 
manner, to be considered by those who arc masters 
in the art. C 
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No. 19. THURSDAY, March 22. ^ 

BY STEELE. ''•* - ^--^ .• 

IH bene fecerunt, inopis me quodque pusitU 
Finxerunt animi, raro et perpattca toquentis. 

HoR.Sat:4. i.i.v%ir. 
Thank heav'n that made me of a humble mind ; 
To action little, less to words inclined. 

vyBSERVINGone person behold another, who was 
an utter stranger to him, with a cast of his eye, whic^, 
methought, expressed an emotion of heart very different 
from what could be raised by an object so agreeable aa 
the gentleman he looked at, I began to consider, not 
without some secret sorrow, the condition of an en- 
vious man. Some have fancied that envy has a cer*- 
tain magical force in it, and that the eyes of the en- 
vious have by their fascination blasted the enjoyments 
of the happy. Sir Francis Bacon says, Some have 
been so cuiious as to remark the times and seasons 
when the stroke of an envious eye is most effectually 
pernicious, and have observed that it has been when 
the person envied has been in any circumstance of 
^ory and triumph. At such a time the mind of the 
prosperous man goes, as it were, abroad among things 
without him, and is more exposed to th^ malignity. 
But 1 shall not dwell upon speculations so abstracted 
as this, to repeat the many excellent things which 
one might collect out of authors upon this miserable 
affection ; but keeping in the road of common life, 
conader the envious man, with relation to these three 
heads, his pains, his reliefs, and his happiness. 

The envious man is in pjdn upon all occasions which 
ought to give him pleasure. Therelish of his life is 
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inverted ; and the objects which administer the high- 
est satisfaction to those who are exempt from this 
passion, give the quickest pangs to persons who are 
subject to it. All the perfections of their fellow-crea- 
tures are odious : youth, beauty, valor, and wisdom, 
are provocations of their displeasure. What a wretched 
and apostate state is this I To be offended with excel- 
lence, and to hate a man because we approve him I 
The condition of the envious man is the most emphati- 
cally miserable ; he is not only incapable of rejoicing in 
another's merit or success, but lives in a wcwld wherein 
all mankind are in a plot against his quiet» by study- 
ing their own happiness and advantage. Will Pros- 
per (See No. 20) is an honest tale-bearer ; he makes 
it his business to join in conversation with envious 
men. He points to such a handsome, young fellow, 
and whispers that he is secretly married to a gr^at- 
fortune : when they doubt, he adds circumstances to 
I)roveit ; said never fails to aggravate their distress, by 
assuring'them, that to his knowledge he has an uncle 
will leave him some thousands. Will has many arts 
of this kind to torture this sort of temper, and delights 
in it. When he finds them change color, and say 
faintly they wish such a piece of news is true, he has* 
the malice to speak some good or other of every man 
of their acquaintance. 

The reliefs of the envious man ai^ those littie 
blemishes and imperfections that discover themselves 
in an illustrious character. It is* a matter of great 
consolation to an envious person, wh^n a man of known - 
honor does a thing unwoithy himself ; on w^ien any 
action which was well oKecuted^ upcm bettf^dnfocma^^ 
tion appears so altered in its circumstances, that the 
fame of it is divided among many, insteadof bwng at« 
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tributed to one. This is a secret satisfaction to these 
malignants ; fpr the person whom they before could 
not but admire, they fancy is nearer their own condi- 
tion as soon as his merit is shared among others. I 
remember some years ago there came out an excel- 
lent poem without the name of the author. The lit- 
tle wits, who were incapable of writing it, began to 
pull in pieces the supposed writer. When that would 
not do, they*took great pains to suppress the opinion 
that it was his. That again failed. The next refuge 
was to say it was overlooked by one man, and many 
pages wholly written by another. An honest fellow 
who sat among a cluster of them, in debate on this 
subject, cried out, ' Gentlemen, if you ai'e sure none 
^ of fou yourselves had a hand in it, you are but where 
< you were, whoever writ it.* But the most usuai suc- 
cor to the envious, in cases of nameless merit in tha 
Idndy is to keep the property, if possible, unfixed, and 
by that means to liinder the reputation of it from fall- 
ipg upon any particular person. You see an envious 
man clear up his countenance, if in the relation of any 
man's great happiness in one point, you mention his 
uneasiness in another, \yhen he heai*s such a one is 
very rich, he turns pale, but recovers when you add 
that he has many children. In a word, the only sure , 
way to an envious man's favor, is not to deserve it. 

But if we consider the envious man in delight, it is 
like reading the seat of a giant in romance ; the mag- 
nificence of his house consists in the many limbs of 
men whom he has slain. If any who ptomised them- 
selves success in any uncommon undertaking, mis- 
carry in the attempt, or he that aimed at what would 
have been useful and laudable, meets with contempt 
and derision, the envious man, under color of hating 
vain-gloty, can smile with an inward wantonness of 
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heart, at the ill effect it may have upon an honest am- 
bition for the future. 

Having thoroughly considered the nature of this 
passion, I have made it my study how to avoid the 
envy that may accrue to me from these my specula- 
tions ; and if I am not mistaken in tnyself, I think I 
have a genius to escape it. Upon hearing in a coffee- 
house one of my papers commended, I immediately 
apprehended the envy that would spring from that ap- 
plause ; and therefore gave a description of my fece 
the next day ; being resolved, as I grow in reputation 
for wit, \o resign my pretensions to beauty. This, I 
hope, may give some ease to those unhappy gentle- 
men, who do me the honor to torment themselves 
upon the account of this my paper. As their case is 
very deplorable, and deserves compassion, t shall 
sometimes be dull, in pity to them, and will, froni 
time to time, administer consolations to them, by fur- 
ther discoveries of my person. In the mean while, if 
any one says the Spectator has wit, it may be some re- 
lief to them, to think that he does not shew it in com- 
pany. And if any one praises his morality, they may 
comfort themselves, by considering that his fkce is 
none of the longest. R 



No. 20. FRIDAY, March 23. 

BY STEELE. 

—Kwof offcftar' i;^6;>— . Hoif. II. 1. 1. 225. 
Thou dog in forehead ! P^pe. 

xxMONGthe other hardy undertakmgs which I 
have proposed to myself, that of the correction of im- 
pudence is what I have very much at heart. This in a 
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particular manner is my proTince as Sfiectator ; for it 
is generally an offence committed by the eyes, and 
that against such as the offenders would perhaps ne- 
ver have an opportunity of injuring any other way. 
The following ^letter is a complaint of a young lady, 
who sets forth a trespass of this kind, with that com- 
mand of herself as befits beauty and innocence, and 
yet with so much' spirit as sufficiently expresses her 
indignation. The whole transaction is perform^ 
with the eyes ; and the crime is no less than employ- 
. ing them in such a manner, as to divert the eyes of 
others from the best use they can make of them, even 
looking up to heaven. 

' SIR, 

* There never was, I believe, an acceptable man but 
^ had some aukward imitators. Ever since the Sfiec^ 

* tator ai^ared, I have remarked a kind of men, 

* whom I chuse to call Starers, that without any re- 

< gard to time, place, or modesty, distui-b a large com- 

* pany with their impertinent eyes. Spectators make 

* up a proper assembly for a puppet-show or a bear- 

< garden ; but devout supplicants and attentive hear- 

* ers, are the audience one ought to expect in churches. 
« I am, Sir, member of a small pious congregation 

* near one of the north gates of this city ; much the 

* greater part of us indeed are females, and used to 
' behave ourselves in a regular attentive manner, till 

* very lately one whole isle has been disturbed with 
' one of these monstrous starers ; he is the head taller 

< than any in the church ; but, for the greater advan* 
^ U^e of exposing himself, stands upon a hassoc, and 

< commands the whde congregation, to tlie great an- 

* noyance of the devoutest part of the auditory ; for 
*what with blushing, confusion, and vexation, we 

< can neither mind the prayers nor sermon. Ygqr 
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< animadversion upon this insolence vfcmXd be a great 
f favor to, Sir, 

< Your most humble servant, 

* s. c: 

I have frequently seen of this sort of fellows, and 

do not tliink there can be a greater aggravation of an 

offence, than that it is committed where the criminal 

is protected by the sacredness of the place which he 

^ Jiplates. Many reflections of this sort might be very 

'"'^Btly made upon this kind of behavior ; but a Starer 
is not usually a person to be convinced by the reason 
of the thing, and a fellow that is capable of shewing 
an impudent front befc^re a whole congregation, and 
can bear being a public spectacle, is not so easily re- 
buked as to amend by admonitions. If therefore my 
correspondent does not inform me, that within seven 
days after this date, the barbarian does not at least 
Atand upon his own legs only, without an eminence^ 
my friend, Will Prosper, (No. 1 9) has promised to 
take a hassoc opposite to him, and stare against hinx 
in defence of the ladies. I have given him directions, 
according to the most exact rules of optics, to place 

, himself in such a manner, that he shall meet his eyes 
wherever he throws them : I h*ve hopes that when 
Will confronts him, and all the ladies, in whose belialf 
he engages him, cast kind looks and wishes of suc- 
cess at their champion, he will have some shame, and 
feel a little of the pain he has so often put others tO| 
of being out of countenance. 

It has indeed been, time out of mind, generally re- 
marked," and as often lamented, that this family of 
Starers have infested public assemblies ; and I know 
no other way to obviate so great an .evil* except, in 
the case of fixing their eyes upon women, some male 
friend will uike the part of such as are under the op- 
pression of impudence, and encounter the eyes of ]the 
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Starers \«rherever they meet them. While we sufFor 
our women to be thus impudently attacked, they have 
no defence, but in the end to cast yielding glances at 
the Starers ; and in this case a man who has no sense 
of shame, has tiie same advantage over his mistress, 
as he who has no regard for his own life has over his 
adversary. While the generality of the world are 
fettered by rules, and move by proper and just me- 
thods ; he who has no respect to any of them, carries 
away the reward due to that propriety of behavior, 
with no other merit but that of having neglected it. 

I take an impudent fellow to be a sort of out-law in 
good-breeding, and therefore what is said of him no na- 
tion or person can be concerned for. For this reason 
one may be free upon him. I hav^ put myself to great 
pains in considering this prevailing quality which we 
call impudence, and have taken notice that it exerts it- 
self in a different manner, according to the different 
soils wherein such subjects of these dominions, as are 
masters of it, were bom. Impudence in an English- 
man is sullen alid insolent ; in a Scotchman it is urftrac- 
table and rapacious ; in an Irishman absurd and fawn- 
ing : as the coui*se of the world now runs, the impu- 
dent Englishman behaves like a suriy landlord ; the' 
Scot like an ill- received guest ; and the Ipishman like 
a stranger who knows he is not Welcome. There isr 
seldom any thing entertaining either in the impudence 
of a South or North Briton ; but that of an Irishman is 
always comic : a true and genuine impudence is ever 
the effect of ignorance, without the least sense of it : 
the best and most successful Starers now in this town, 
are of that nation ; they have usually the advantage of 
the stature mentioned in the above letter of my corres- 
pondetit> and generally take their stands in the eye of 
women of fortune : , insomuch that I have known one 
of them, three months after he came from plough, 
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witli a tolerable good air lead out a woman from a 
play, which one of our own breed, after fom* years at 
Oxford, and two at the temple, would have been afrdd 
to look at. 

I cannot tell how to account for it, but these people 
hare usually the preference to our own fools, in the 
opinion of the sillier part of womankind. Perhaps it 
is that an English coxcomb is seldom so obsequious as 
an Irish one ; and when the design of pleasing is visi-» 
ble, an absurdity in the way toward it is easily for-^ 
given. 

But those who are downright impudent, and go on 
without reflection that they are such, are more to be 
tolerated, than a set of fellows among us who profess 
impudence with an air of humor, and think to carry 
off the most inexcusable of all feults in the world, 
with no other apology than saying in a gay tone, I fiut 
nn impudent face ufion the matter. No ; no man 
should be allowed the advantages of impudence, who 
is conscious that he is such : if he knows he is impu- 
dent, he may as well be otherwise ; aiid it shall be ex- 
pected that he blush, when he sees he makes another 
do it. For nothing can atone for the want of modesty, 
without which beauty is ungraceful, and wit detestable. 

R 



No. 21. SATURDAY, March 24. 

BY ADDISt>K. 

— ZfOCtl* est et pitaibuB umbrie. 

HoR. Ep. 5. 1. 1. v. 28. 
There's room enough^ and each may bring his friend. 

Ceeech. 

jL am sometimes very much troubled, when I reflect 
^>on the three great professions of divinity, law, and 
physic ; how tjjey are «ach of them overburdened with 
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practitioners, and filled with multitudes of ingenious 
geutlemen that starve one another. 

We may divide the clergy into generals, field-offi* 
cers, and subalterns. Among the first we may reckon 
bishops, deans, arch-deacons. Among the second 
are doctors of divinity, prebendaries, and all that wear 
scarfs. The rest are comprehended under the subal- 
terns. As for the first class, our constitution preseiTes 
i^ from any redundancy of incumbents, notwitlistand- 
ing competitors are numberless. Upon a strict cal- 
culation it is found that there has been a great exceed- 
ing of late years in the second division, several brevets 
having been granted for the converting of subalterns 
into scarf-officers ; insomuch that within my memory 
the price of lustring is raised above twopence in a 
yard. As for the subalterns, they are not to be num- 
bered. Should OUT clergy once enter into the corrupt 
practice of the laity, by the splitting of their free- 
holds, they would be able to cany most of the elec- 
tions in England. 

The body of the law is no less incumbered with su- 
perfluous members, that are like Virgil's army, which 
he tells us was so crowded, many of them had not 
room to use their weapons. This prodigious society 
of men may be divided into the litigious and peace- 
able- Under the first are jcomprehended all those 
who ai'e carried down in coachfuls to Westminster- 
Hall, every morning in tenn-time. -Martial's descrip- 
tion of this species of lawyers is full of humor : 

Iras et verba locant. 
Men that hive out tfieir words and anger ; that are more 
or less passionate according as they are paid for it, and 
allow their client a quantity of wrath proportionable 
to the fee which they teceive from him. I must how- 
ever observe to the res^der, that above three parts of 
those whom I reckon among the litigious, are such 
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as are only quarrelsome in their hearts, and have noj 
opportunity of shewing their passion at the bar. Ne- 
vertheless, as they do not know what strifes may arise, 
they appear at the Hall every day, that tliey may shew . 
themselves in a readiness to enter the lists, whenever 
there shall be occasion for them. ! 

The peaceable lawyers .are, in the first place, many 
of the benchers of the several Inns of Court, who 
seem to be the dignitaries of the law, and are endowed 
with those qualifications of mind that accomplish a 
man rather for a ruler than a pleader. These men 
Jive peaceably in their habitations, eating once a-day, 
and dancing once a-year, for tlie honor of their re- 
spective societies. 

Another numberless branch of peaceable lawyer^ 
are those young men who being placed at the Inns of 
Court in order to study the laws of their country, fre- 
quent the play-house more than Westminster-Hall| 
and are seen in all public assemblies, except in a court 
of justice. I shall say nothing of those silent and busy 
multitudes that are employed within doors in the 
drawing up of writings and conveyances : nor of those 
greater numbers that palliate their want of business 
with a pretence to such chamber practice. 

If, in the third place, we look into the profession 
of physic, we shall find a most formidable body of 
men ; the sight of them is enough to make a man se- 
rious, for we may lay it down as a maxim, that when 
a nation abounds in physicians, it grows thin of peo^ 
pie. Sir William Temple is very much puzzled to 
find out a reason why the northern hive, as he calls it, 
does not send out such pix>digious swarms, and over- 
run the world with Goths and Vandals, as it did for- 
^merly : but had that excellent author observed that 
|bere were no studends in physic upon the subjects of 
Thor and Woden, and that this science veiy much 
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flourishes in the north at present^ he might have 
found a better solution for this difficulty than any of 
those he has made use o£ This body of men in our~ 
own country, may be described like the British army 
in Caesar's time ; some of them slay in chariots, and 
some on foot. If the infantry do less executicm than 
the charioteers, it is because they cannot be carried 
so soon into all quartei*s of the town, and dispatch so 
much business in so short a time* Besides this body 
of regular troops, there are stragglers, who without 
being duly Ifsted and enrolled, do infinite mischief ta 
those who are so unlucky as to fall into their hands« 
(See No. 108.) 

There are, besides the above-mentioned, innume- 
rable retainers to physic, who, for want of other pa- 
tients, amuse themselves with the stifling of cats in an 
air-pump, cutting up dogs alive, or impaling, of in- 
sects upon the point of a needle for microscopical ob- 
servations ; besides those that are employed m the 
gathering of weeds, and the chase of butterflies ; not 
to mention the cockle-shell merchants and spider- 
catchers. 

When I consider how each of these professions are 
crowded with multitudes that seek their livelihood in 
them, and how many men of merit there are in each 
•f them, who may be rather said to be of the science, 
than the profession ; I very much wonder at the hu- 
mor of parents, who will not rather chuse to place 
their sons in a way of life where an honest industry 
cannot but thiive, than in stations where the greatest 
probity, learning, and good sense may miscarry. How 
many men are country-curates, that might have made 
I themselves aldermen. of London, by a right improve- 
I ment of a smaller sum of money than what is usually 
hSd out upon a learned education ? A sober frugal 
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person^ of slender parts, and a slow apprehension, 
might have thrived in trade though he starve upon 
physic ; as a man would be well. enough pleased to 
buy silks of one> whom he would not venture to feel 
his pulse- Vagellius is careful, studious, and oblig- 
ing» but withal a little thick-skulled ; he has not a 
single client, but might have had abundance of cus- 
tomers. The misfortune is, that parents take a lik- 
ing to a particular profession, and therefore desire 
their sons may be of it. Whereas, in so great an 
affair of life, they should consider the genius and 
abilities of their children more than their own in- 
clinations. 

It is the great advantage to a trading nation, that 
there are very few in it so dull and heavy, who may 
not be placed in stations of life, which may give 
them an opportunity of making their fortunes. A 
well-regulated commerce is not like law, physic, or 
divinity, to be overstocked with hands ; but, on the 
contrary, flourishes by multitudes, and gives employ- 
ment to all its professors. Fleets of merchant-men 
are so many squadrons of floating shops, that vend 
our wares and manufactures in all the markets of 
the world, and find out chapmen under both the tro- 
pics. C 
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No. 22. MONDAY, March 26. 

BY STEELE. 

^"■^Quodcunque OitendU mihi ac, incredulus odi. 

HoR. Ars. Poet. v. 188. 
—Whatever contradicts my sense 
I hate to see, and never can believe. Roscommon. 

HE word Sfiectator being most usually under- 
stood as one of the audience at public representations 
in our theatres, I seldom fail of many lettei's relating 
to plays and operas. But indeed there are such mon- 
strous things done in both, that if one had nSi been an 
eye-witness of them, one could not believe thdt such 
matters had really been exhibited. There is very lit- 
tle which concerns human life, or is a picture of na- 
ture, that is regarded by the greater part of the com- 
pany. The understanding is dismissed from our en- 
tertainments, our mirth is the laughter of ibols, and 
our admiration the wonder of idiots ; else such impro- 
bable, monstrous, and incoherent dreams, could not 
go o£F, as they do, not only without the utmost scorn 
and c<mtempt, but even with the loudest applause and 
approbation. But the letters of my correspodents will 
represent this affair in a more lively manner than any 
£scourse of my own. I shall therefore give them to 
ray reader with only this preparation, that they all 
come from players, and that the business of playing is 
now so managed, that you are not to be surprised 
when I say one or two of them are rational, others 
sensitive and vegetative actors, and others wholly in- 
animate. I shall not place these as I have named 
them, but as they have precedence in the opinion of 
their audiences. 
Vol. I. K 
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« MR. SPECTATOR, 

^ Your having been so humble as to take notice of 

* the epistle of other animals, emboldens roe, who am 

* the wild boar that was killed by Mr. Tofts, to repre- 
( sent to you, that I think I was hardly used in not 

* having the part of the lion in Hydaspes given to me« 

* It would have been but a natural step for me to have 

< personated that noble creature, after having behaved 

* myself to satisfaction in tjie part above-mentioned : 

< but that of a lion is too great a character for one that 

* never trod the stage before but upon two legs. As 

* for the little resistance which I made, I hope it may 

< be excused, when it is considered that the dart was 

* thrown at me by so fair a hand. I must confess I 

* had but just put on my brutality ; and Camilla'* 

< charms were such, that beholding her erect mien, 

< hearing her charming voice, and astonished with her 

* graceful motion, I could not keep up to my assumed 

< fierceness, but died like a man. 

* I am, Sir, 
* Your nK)st humble servant, 
* Thomas Prone.* 
* *ir. spectator, 
* This is to let you understand, that the play-house 

* is a representation of the world in nothing so much 

< as in this particular, that no one rises in it according 

* to his merit. I have acted several parts of house* 

* hold stuff with great applause for many years : I am 

< one of the men in the hangings of the Emfieror of 

< the Moon ; I have twice performed the part of the 

* third chair in an English opera ; and have rehearsed 

* the pump in the Fortune Hunters, I am now grown 

< old, and hope you will recommend me so effectually, 

< as that I may say something before I go off the stage : 
^ in which you will do a great act of charity, to V 

< Your most humble servant, 
* William Scrbne/ 
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* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* Understanding that Mr. Serene has writ to you, 

* and desired to be raised from dumb and still parts, I 

* desire if you give him motion or speech, that you 

* would advance, me in my way/ and let me keep on 

* in what I humbly presume I am master, to wit, in re- 

* presenting human and still life together. I have 

* several times acted one of the finest flower-pots in 

* the same op#la wherein Mr. Serene is a chair; 

* therefore, upon his promotion, request that I may 
^ succeed him in the hangings, with my hand in the 
« ©range trees. 

* Your humble servant, 

< Ralph Simple.* 

^ * SIR, Druri/'Laney March ^^y \7\0'\l. 

« I saw your friend the templar this evening in the 
pit, and thought he looked very little pleased with 
the representation of the in:id scene of The Fil^vtr 
I wish, Sir, you would c^o us the favor to animadvert 
frequently upon the false taste the town is in with re- 
lation to plays as well as operas. It certainly re- 
quires a degree of understanding to play justly ; but 
such is our condition, that we are to suspend our 
reason to perform our parts. As to scenes of mad- 
ness, you know, Sir, there are noble instances of this 
kind in Shakespeare ; but then it is the disturbance 
of a noble mind, from generous and humane resent- 
ments : it is like that grief which we have for the 
decease of our friends : it is no diminution, but a re- 
commendation of human nature, that in such inci- 
dents passion gets the better of reason ; and all we 
can think to comfort ourselves, is impotent against 
half what we feel. I will not mention that we had 
an idiot in the scene, and all the sense it is repre- 
sented to have, is that of lust. As for myself, who 
haye long taken pains in personating the pas»oa$9 
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* I have to-night acted onty an appetite. The part I 

* playecf is thirst, but it is represented as written rather 

* by a drayman than a poet. I come in with a tub 

< about me, that tub hung with quart-pots, witb a full 

* gallon at my mouth. I am ashamed to tell you, that 

* I pleased very much, and this was introduced as a 

< madness ; but sure it was not human madness, for a 

* mule or an ass may have been as dry- as ever I wjfts 

< in my life. • 

' I am. Sir, 
' Your most obedient and tumble servant.^ 

JFrom the Savoy in the Strand. 

, ' MB. SPECTATOR, . 

,' If you can read it with dry eyes> I give you this 

* trouble to acquaint you, that I am the unfortunate 
« King Latinus, and 1 believe I am the first prince 

* that dated from this palace since John of Gaunt 

* Such is the uncertainty of all hUman greatness, that 

* I who lately never moved without a guard, am now 

< pressed as a common soldier, and am to sail with the 

< fi^st fair wind against my brother Lewis of France. 
Vit is a very hard thing to put ofTii character which 

< one has appeared in with applause : this I expe- 

< rienced since the loss of myMiadem ; for upon quar- 
« relling with another recruit, I spoke my indignation 

* out of ray part in recitativo \ 

Most audacious slave, 
Dar'st thou an angry monarch's fury brave ? 

* The words were no sooner out of my mouth, when 

* a serjeatit knocked me down, atid asked me if I had 

* a mind to mutiny, in talking thitigs nobody under* 

* stood. You see. Sir, my unhappy circumstances ; 

* and if by your mediation you can procure a subsidy 

* for rprince, (who never failed to make all that be* 
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< held him merry at his appearance) you will merit 

* the thanks of Your friend, 

< The King of Latium.* 
ADVERTISEMENT. 

FOR THE GOOD OP THE PUBLIC. 

< Within twa doors of the masquerade lives an emi- 
.« nent Italian Chirurgeon, arrived from the Carnival 

* of Venice, ^ great experience m private cures. 
« Accommodations are provided, andj)ersons admitted 

* in their mascjuing habits. 

< He has cured since his coming thither, in less 
« than a fortnight, four .Scaramouches, a Mountebank 

* Doctor, two Turkish, Bassas, Aree Nuns, and a 
,* Monis-Dancer. , 

* VemetuU ocqurrite morbo. 
* N. B. Any person may agree by the great, and be 
< kept m repair by the year. The Doctor draws teeth 

* without pulling off your mask.* 5^ 



No. «3. TUESDAY, March 2t^ 

BT ADBISON. 

S^ndt airox Folacenff nee teU cumpicit usquam. 
Jtuctorem, nee quo ae ardena imndttere possU, 

ViRO. ^n. 9. V. ' 
I jt Fierce Volscens foams with tv^, and gazing roufid, 
Desory'd not him who gave the iat4 wound ; 
Nor knew to fix revenge.--— DrydbxTj,, 

i HERE is nothing that more betrays a base* un- 
generous s^rity than the giving of secret (kabs to a 
man's repiitation. I^ampocHis and saUresj ^at nf^ 
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written with wit and spirit, are like poisoned darts, 
which not only inflict a wound, but make it incurable. 
For this reason, 1 am very much troubled when I sec 
the talents of humor and ridicule in the possession 
of an ill-natured man. There cannot be a greater gra- 
tification to a barbarous and inhuman wit, than to stir 
up sorrow in the heart of a private person, to raise 
uneasiness among near relations, and to expose whole 
families to derision, at the same time^at he remains 
unseen and undiscovered. If, besides the accom* 
plishments of being witty and ill-natured, a man is vi'^ 
cious into the bargain, he is one of the most ttiischiev- 
ous creatures that can enter into a civil society. His 
satire will then chiefly ^1 upon those who ought to be 
the most exempt from it. Virtue, merit, and every 
^ing that is prslse-worthy, will be made the subject 
of ridicule and buffoonery. It is impossible to enu* 
merate the evils which arise from these arrows that' 
% in the dark ; and I know no other excusathat^s or 
can be made for them, thsui that the wounds they give 
are only imaginary, and produce nothing more tha» a 
secret shame or sorrow in the mind of the suffering 
person. It must indeed be confessed, that a lampoon 
or a satire do. not carry in them rol^ry or murder; 
but, at the same time, how many are there that would 
not rather lose a considerable sum of money, or even 
life itself, than to be set up as a mark of JbfamjF aadh 
derision ? and in this case a man should consider that 
an injury is not to he measured by the J:ioti<Mis of him 
that gives, but oi him that receives it. 

Those who can put the best countenance upon- the 
outrages of this nature which are offered them, are 
not without their secret anguish. I have oftfen 6b^ 
served a passage in Socrates' behavior at his deathf 
in a light wherein none ot the critics have considered 
k. That excellent man, entertaining his friendly m 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



No. 23. THE SPEGTATOR. 10^ 

little before he drank the bowl of poison, with a dis* 
course on the immortality of the soul, at his enterkig 
upon it, says, that he does not believe any of the mo^ 
comic genius can censure him for talking upon such 
a subject at such a time. This passage, I thinkj evi- 
dently glances upon Aristophanes, who writ a comedy 
on purpose to ridicule the discourses of that divine 
l^ilosopher. It has been observed by many writers, 
that Socrates was so little moved at this piece of buf- 
foonery, that he was several times present at its being 
acted upon the sta^, and never expressed the least 
resentment at it. But, with submission, I think the 
remark I have here made, shews us, that this unwor- 
thy treatment made an impression upon liis mind^ 
though he had been too wise to discover it. 

When Julius Caesar was lampooned hy Catullus, he 
•invited him to a. supper, and treated him .with such a 
gNierous civility, that he made the poet his friend ever 
after. Cardinal Mazarine gave the same kind of 
treatment to-tbe- learned QuDlet, who had reflected 
-upon his eminence in a &mous Latin poem. The 
Cardinal sent for him, and after some kind expostula- 
tions upcm what he had written, assured him of his 
esteem, and c^ii^sed him with a promise of the next 
good ^bbey that should fall, which he accordingly 
conferred upon him in a few months after. This, 
li»ti ff^ ^ood an effect upon the author, that he dedi- 
cated- the second edition of his book to the Cardinal, 
after ha^g expunged the passages which had given 
him offence. 

Sextus Quintus was not of so generous and forgiv- 
ing a temper. Upon his being made Pope, the sta*- 
tue oCPasquin was one night dressed in a very dirty 
shirt, with an excuse written under it, that he was 
forced to wear foul linen, because his laundress was 
iftade a princess. This was a reflection upon the 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



m THE SPECTATQRi No. «* 

P(q>e*8 lister) ythOf befiire ^e promotion of her bro«- 
ther, was in those mean circumstances thdA Pasquia 
represented her. As this pasquinade made a great 
noise in Rome^ the Pope offered a considerable sum 
of raoaey to any person that should discover the 
author of it. The author relying upon his holiness' 
genero^ty, as also on some private overtures whidi 
he had received from him, made the discovery himself; 
upon which the Pope gave him the reward he had 
promised) but at the same time, to disable the s^tbrist 
for the future^ ordered his tongiK to be cut out^ and 
both his hands to be chopped off. Aretine is too 
trite an in^ance. Every one knows dtat all the kings 
pf Europe were his tributaries* Nay, there is a letr 
ter extant) in which he makes Ms boasts that he 
had had the Sophy of Persia under ccmtribution. 

Though) in the various examples which I hav^ 
here drawn together, these several great m&a. behaiFO 
themselves very differently toward^ the wits of tho 
^e who had reproached them^ they all of them plamlf 
ehewed that they were very sensible of their #rc^ 
proaches) and consequently that they received them 
as very great injuries. For my own part, I would 
never trust a nuun that I thought was capable of gi^ 
ing these secret woi^ids ; and cannot but think that ho 
would hurt the person whose reputation he thus^as^ 
iSaults, in his body or in his fortune, could he dp it 
with the asone security. There is indeed something 
very barbarous and inhuman in the ordinary scribblers 
of lampoons. An innocent young lady shall be ex- 
posed for ^01 unhappy feature ; a, &ther of a family 
turned to ridicule, for sojne domestic calamity ; Sk 
wife be made uneasy all her. life, for a miunterpreted 
word or acticm ; nay, a good, a temperate, and a just 
gntian, shall be put out of countenance by the represen-. 
tation of those qualities that should do him lu9ior». 
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So pernicious a thing is wit, when it is not tempered 
With virtue and humanity. 

I have indeed heard of heedless inconsiderate wiit* 
crs, that without any malice have sacrificed the repu- 
tation of their friends and acquaintance to a certain le- 
vity of temper, and a silly ambition of distinguishing 
themselves by a spirit of raillery and satire ; as if it 
were not infinitely more honorable to be a good-na- 
tured man than a wit. Where there is this little pc- 
tulent humor in an author, he is often very mischiev- 
ous without designing to be so. For which reason I 
'always lay it down as a rule, that an. indiscreet man is 
more hurtful than an Dl-natured one ; for as the latter 
will only attack his enemies, and those he wishes ifl 
to, the other injures indifferently both friends and foes, 
I cannot forbear, on this occasion, transcribing a fa- 
We out of Sir Roger L'Estrange, which accidently 
B^ before me. ' A company of waggish boys were 
' watching frogs at the side of a pond, and still, as 

* any of them put up their heads, they'd be pelting 

* them down again with stones. Children, says one 

* of the frogs, you never consider, that though this 

* may be play to you, it is death to us.* 

As this week is in a manner set apart and dedicat- 
tdto seiious thoughts, I shsdl indulge myself in such 
speculations as may not be altogether unsuitable to 
the season ; and in the mean time, as the settling in 
Ourselves a charitable frame of mihd is a work very 
proper for the time, I have in this paper endeavored 
to expose that particular breach of charity which has 
been generally overlooked by divines, because there 
are but few who can be guilty of it» C 
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No. 2*. WEDNESDAY, March 28. 

BT STEELB. 

Aecurit qmdam notua mUd nomine tantum / 
Arreptaque manu, Quid agia chUcissime rerum ? 

HoR. Sat. 9. 1. 1. V. 3t 

A fop catne up, whose name I only knew z 
Seizing my hand, calla— Deaj>— tow dost you do ? 

HERE are in this town a great number of in- 
significant people, who are by no means fit for the bet- 
ter sort of conversation, and yet have an impertinent 
ambition of appearing with those to whom they arc 
not welcome. If you walk in the Park, one of them 
•will certainly join with you, though you are in com- 
pany with ladies ; if you diink a bottle, they will find 
your haunts. What makes such fellows the. mor^ 
burdensome, is, tiiat they neither offend nor pleaSQ« 
so far as to be taken notice of for either. It is, I pre- 
sume, for this reason that my correspondents are wil« 
ling by any means to be rid of them. The two fok 
lowing letters are writ by persons who suffer by such 
impertinence. A worthy old bachelor, who set$ in 
for his dose oi claret every night at such an hour, is 
teazed by a swarm of them, who because they are 
sure of room and good fire, have taken.it into their 
heads to keep a sort of club in bis company, though 
Ihe sober gentleman himself is an utter enemy tQ 
such meetings. 

' MR. SPECTATOR^ 

* The aversion I for some years Imve had to clubs 

* in general, gave me a perfect relish for your specu- 
^ lation on that subject^ but I have since been ex- 

* tremely mortified, by the malicious world's ranking 
'me amongst tb% supporters of such impertinent 9»* 
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semblies. I beg leave to state my case fairly ; and 
that done, I shall expect redress from your ju^cious 
pen. ' 

< I am, Sir, a bachelor of some standing, and a tra* 
Veller ; my business to consult my own humor, which 
I gratify without controlling other people's ; I have 
a room and a whole bed to myself ; and I have a dog, 
a fiddle, and a gun ; they please me, and I injure no 
creature alive. My chief meal is a supper, which I 
always make at a tavern. I am constant to an hour» 
-and not ill-humored ; for which reasons, though I 
invite nobody, I have no sooner supped, than I have 
a crowd about me of that sort of good company that 
know not whither else to go. It is true every man 
pay^ his share, yet as they are intruders, I have an 
undoubted right to be the only speaker, or at least 
the loudest ; which I maintain, and that to the great 
emoltiment of my audience. I sometimes tell them 
their own in pretty free language^ and sometimes di- 
vert them with merry tales, according as I am in 
humor. I am one of those who live in taverns to a 
great age, by a sort of regular intemperance ; I ne- 
ver go to bed drunk, but always flustered ; I wear 
away very gently, am apt to be peevish, but never 
angry. Mr. J^ectatovy if you have kept various com- 
pany, you know there is in every tavern in town some 
kM hummist or other who is master of the house as 
much as he that keeps it. The di*awers are all in 
awe of him ; and all Ae customers who frequent his 
company, yield him a sort of comical obedience. I 
do not know but 1 may be such a fellow as this my- 
aelf. But I appeal to you, whether this is to be called 
a club, because so many impertinents will break in 
upon tne, and come without appointment ? Clinch 
jai Bamethas a nightly meeting, and shows to every 
one that will come in and pay ; but then he is only 
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< the actor. Why should people miscall things ? if his 

< is allowed to be a conceit, why may not- mine be a 

* lecture ? Howeveri Sir, I submit it to you, and ami 

* Sir, Your most obecUent, Sec. 

* ThO. KiMBOW.* 
< GOOD SIR, 

* You and I were pressed against each otlier last 

< winter in a crowd, in which uneasy posture, we suf- 
« fared together for almost half an hour. I thank you 

< for all your civilities ever since, in being of my ac- 
« quaintance, wherever you meet me. But the other 
« day you pulled off your hat to me iii the Park, when 

< I was walking with my mistress. She did not like 

< your air, and said, she wondered what strange fel? 

* lows I was acquainted with. Dear Sir, consider it 

< as much as my life is worth if she should think we 

* were intimate ; therefore, I earnestly intreat you for 
' the future to take no naanner of notice of, ^r^ .. . 

* Your obliged humble servant, 

* Will. Fasij ion.* 

A like impertinence is also very troublesome to the 
superior and more intelligent part of the fair sex. It 
is, it seems, a great inconvenience, that those of the 
meanest capacities will pretend to make visits, though 
indeed they are qualified rather to add to the furniture 
of the house (by filling an empty chair) than to the 
conversation they come into when they visit. A 
. friend of mine hopes for redress in this case, by the 
publication of her letter in my paper ; which she 
thinks those she would be lid of would take to them- 
selves. It seems to be written with an eye to one of | 
those pert giddy unthinking girls, wIm) upon the re- 
commendation only of an agreeable person and a 
&shionable air, take themselves, to be upon a level 
with women of the greatest merit. 
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< I take this way to acquaint you with what com- 
mon rules and forms would never permit me to tell 
you otherwise ; to wit, that you and I, though equals 
in quality and fortune, are by no means suitable com- 
panions. You are, it is true, very pretty, can dance, 
and make a very good figure in a pubkc assetnbly; 
but alas, Madam, you must go no farther ; distance 
and silence are your best recommendations : there- 
fore, let me beg of you never to make nie any more 
visits. You come in a literal sense to see one, for 
you have nothing to say. I do not say this, that I 
would by any means lose your acquaintance ; but I 
would keep it up with the strictest forms of good 
breeding. Let us pay visits^ but never see one ano- 
ther; if you win be so good as to deny yourself al- 
ways to mej I shall return the obligation by giving * 
the same orders to ray servants. When accident 
makes us meet at a third place, we may mutually 
lament the misfortune of never finding one another 
at home, go in the same party to a benefit play, and 
Imile at each other, and put down glasses as we pass 
in pur coaches. Thus we may enjoy as much of 
each other's friendship as we are capable ; for there 
jffe some people who are to be known only by sight, 
with which sort of friendship I hope you will always 
jionor^ Madam, 

< Your most humble servant, 
* Mary TuesdaV. 

« P. S. I subscribe my»elf by the name of the day 
<1 keep, that my supernumerary Mends may knoi^ 
< who 1 am.* 
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ADVEBTISBMBNT. 
< To prevent all mistakes that may happen among 

< gentlemen of the other end of the town, who come 

< but once a week to St. James' coffee-house, either by 

< miscalling the servants, or requiring such things 

* from them as are not properly within their respec- 

* tive provinces, this is to give notice, thit Kidney, 
'keeper of the book-debts of the outlying customers, 

< and observer of those who go off without paying, 

* having resigned that employment, is succeeded by 

* John Sowton ; to whose place of enterer of messages 

< and first coffee-grinder, William Bird is promoted : 

* and Samuel Burdock come» as shoe*cleaner in the 

< room of said Bird.* R^ 



No. 25. THURSDAY, March 29. 

BT ADDISON. 

■■ ■ JE grescitque medendo. Virg. JEn. 12. v. 46. 

. And sickens by the very means of healths 

HE following letter will explain itself, and needs 
no apology :— 

* SIR, 

< I am one of that sickly tribe, who are commonly 

< kno\(n by the name of Valetudinarians ; and do con- 

< fess to you, that I first contracted this ill habit of 

< body, or rather of mind, by the study of physic. I 

< no sooner began to peruse books of this nature, but 
* I found my pulse was irregular ; and scarce ever 

< read tl^ account of any diaease that I did not fancy 
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myselC afflicted with. t)r. Sydenham's learned 
treatise of fevers threw me into a lingering hecdc^ 
which hung upon me all the while I was reading 
that excellent (nece. I then applied myself to the 
study .of several authors, who have written upon 
phthisical distempers, and by that means fell mto a 
consumption ; till at length, growing very fat, I was 
in a manner shamed.out of that imagination. Npt 
long after. this I found in myself all the symptoms 
of the gout, except pain ; but vras cured of it by a 
treatise upon the gravel, written by a very ingenious 
author, who (as it is usual for physicians to convert 
one distemper into another) eased me of the gout 
by giving me the stone. I at length studied myself 
into a compilation of distempers ; but accidentally 
taking into my hand that ingenious discourse written 
by Sanctorius, I was resolved to direct myself by a 
scheme of rules, which I had collected from his oh- 
servations. The learned world arc very well ac- 
quainted with that gentleman*s invention ; who, for 
the better carrying on of his experiments, contrived 
a certain mathematical chair, which was so artifi- 
cially hung upon springs, that it would weigh any 
thing as well as a pair of scales. By this means he 
discovered how many ounces of his food passed by 
perspiration, what quantity of it was turned into 
nourishment, and how much went away by the other 
channels and distributions of nature. 
< Having provided myself with this chair, I used to 
study, eat, drink, and sleep in it ; insomuch that I 
may be said, for these last three years, to have lived 
m a pair of scales. I compute myself, when I am 
in full health, to be precbely two hundred weight, 
falling short of it about a pound after a day's fast, 
and exceeding it as much after a full meal ; so that 
it is my continual employment to tiim the bahince 
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between these two volatile pounds in my constitutkoi. 
In my ordin)U7 meals I fetch myself up to two huti« 
tired ueight and a half pound ; and if after having 
dined I find myself fall short of it, I drink just so 
much small-beer, or eat such a quantity of bread, as 
is sufficient to make me weight. In my greatest ex- 
cesses I do not transgress more than the other half 
pound ; which, for my health's sake, I do the first 
Monday in every month. As soon as I find myself 
duly poised after dinner, I walk till I have perspired 
five ounces and four scruples ; and when I discover 
by my chair that I am so far reduced, I fall to my 
books, and study away three ounces more. As for 
the remaining parts of the pound, I keep no ac-. 
count of them. I do not dine and sup by the clock> 
but by my chair ; for when that informs me my pound 
of food is exhausted, I conclude myself to be hungry, 
and lay in another with all diligence. In my da3r» 
of abstinence I lose a pound and a half, and on so- 
lemn fasts am two pounds lighter than on other days 
in the year. 

. < I allow myself one night with another, a qitarter of 
a pound of sleep within a few grains, more or less ; 
and if upon my rising* I find that I have not consume<i 
my whole quantity, I take out my rest in my chair. 
Upon an exact calculation of what I expended and 
received the last year, which I always register in a 
book," I find the medium to be two hundred weight, 
«o that I cannot discover that I am impaired one 
ounce in my health during a whole twelvemonth. 
And yet, Sir, notwithstanding this ray great care to 
|)allast myself equally every day, and to keep my 
body in a proper poise, so it is that I find myself in 
a sick and languishing condition. My complexion is 
grown very sallow, my pulse low, and my body hy- 
dropicaL Let me therefore beg you, Sir, to consi- 
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< der me as your patient^ and to give me more ceitdn 
4 rules to walk by than those I have already observed^ 
* ^d you will very much oblige 

' Your 'humble servant.' 
This letter puts me in mind of an Italian epitaph 
written ^n the monument of a Valetudinarian ; Stavo 
beuj ma perstqr Megleo sto gUi : which it is impossible 
to translate. The fear of death often proves mortal, 
and sets people on methods to save their lives, which 
infeHibly destroy them. This is a reflection made by 
some historians, upon observing that there are many 
more thousands killed in a flight than in a battle ; and 
may be applied to those multitudes of imaginary sick 
persons that break their constitutions by physic, and 
throw themselves into Ahe arms of death, by endeavor- 
mg to escape it This method is not only dangerous, 
but below the practice of a reasonable* creature. To 
consult the preservation of life, as the only^end of it, 
to 4nake our health our business, to engage in no ac- 
tion that is not part of a regimen, orcourse of physic, 
are purposes so abject, so mtean, so unworthy to hu- 
man nature, that a^ generous soul would rather die 
than submit to them. Besides, that a continual anx- 
iety for life vitiates all the relishes for it, and casts a^ 
gkiom over the whole face of nature ; as it is impossi- 
ye that we should take delight in any thmg that we 
lire every moment afraid of losing. 

I do not mean, by what I have here said, that I 
think any one to blame for taking due care of their 
health. On the contrary, as cheerfulness of mind an4 
capacity for business, are in a great measure the ef- 
fects of a well-tempered constitution, a man cannot be 
at too much pains to cultivate' and preserve it. But 
this care? which^we are prompted to, not only by com- 
mon sense, but by duty and instinct, should never en-- 
gage us in groundless fears, melancholy appreh^n- 
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sions, and ima^nary distempers, which are natural to 
every man who is more anxious to live than how to 
live. In short, the preservation of life should be 
only a secondary concern, and the direction of it our 
priacipal. If we have this frame of mind, we shall 
take the best means to preserve life, without being 
over solicitous about the event ; and shall arrive at 
that point of felicity which Martial has mentioned as 
the perfection of happiness, of neither fearing nor 
wishing for death. 

In answer to the gentleman, who tempers his health, 
by ounces and by scruples, and instead of complying 
with those natural solicitations of hunger and thirsty 
drowsiness, or love of exercise^ governs himself by 
the prescriptions of his chair, I shall tell him a short 
&ble. Jupiter> says the mythologist, to reward the 
piety of a* certain countr3rman, promised to give him 
whatever he would Ask : the cotmtryman desired that 
he might have the management of the weather in his* 
own estate : he obtained his request, and immediately 
distributed rain, snow, and sunshine, among his seve- 
ral fields, as he thought the nature <^the soil required. 
At the end of the year, when he expected to sec a. 
more than ordinary crop, his harvest fell infinitely short . 
of that of his neighbors : upon which) says the iahle^ 
he desired Jupiter to take the weather ^gaiii into his, 
Gwn hands} or that Qtherwise he should utterly rui^ 
him^lf. ^ 
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No. 26. FRIDAY, March 30. 

BY ADDISON. 

PaBida nufra aquo pulaat pede pauperum tabemas 

Regumque twrres. O betOe Setti. 
Tit€ summa brevia spent noa vetat inckoare long-am* 

Jam te premet nox, fabuUque manes, 
JBt domua exiUa Plutonia-^'-^ Hor. Od. 4. 1. 1. T. 13. 

With equal foot, rich friend, impartial fate 

Knocks at the cottage, and the palace gate ; 

life's span forbids Uiee to extend thy cares. 

And stretch thy hopes beyond thy years : 

Kight soon wiU seize, and you must quickly go 

To story'd ghosts, and Pluto's house below. Cree<3H. 



Wi 



HEN I am in a serious humor, I very oftei^. 
walk by myself in Westminster- Abbey ; where the 
{gloominess of the place, and the use to which it is ap- 
plied, with the solemnity of the building, and the con* 
dition of the people who lie in it, are apt to 'fill the 
mind with a kind of melancholy, or rather thought* 
ftihiess, that is not disagreeable. I yesterday passed 
&e whole aflemoon in the church-yard, the cloysters, 
and the church, amusing myself witli the tomb-stones, 
uid mscriptions that I met with in those seVeral re- 
gions of the dead. Most of them recorded nothing 
else of the buried person, but that he was born upon 
•ne day, and died upon another ; tlie whole history of 
his life being comprehended in those two circum- 
stances, that are common to all mankind. I could 
not but look upon these registers of existence, whe- 
ther of brass or marble, as a kind of satire upon the 
departed persons ; who had left no other memorial of 
them, but that they were born, and that they died. 
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They put me in mind of several persiHis mendoned 
in the battles of heroic poenis, who have sounding 
names given them, for no other reason but that they 
may be kiHed, and are celebrated for nothing but be- 
ing knocked on the head. 

rX«V«Of Ti Mi&fTflt Tl Qt^iX^Xfi* Tf. HOM. 

Claucumque, Jtfedontague, Thersilochumque^ YiRG, 

Glaucus, and Med(m> and Thersilochus. 

The life of these men is finely described in holy writ 
by the fiath qf mi arrowy vrhich is immediately closed 
up and lost. 

Upon my going into the church, I entertained my- 
self with the digging of a grave ; and saw in every 
ahovel-fuU of it that was thrown up, the fragment of 
a bone or skull intermixed with a kind of fresh moul- 
deling earth, that some time or other had a place in 
^e composition of a human body. Upon this i be- 
gan to consider with m^rself what innumerable multi-i 
tudes of people lay confused together under the pave- 
ment of that ancient cathedral ; how men and women^ 
fiiends and enemies, priests and soldiers, monks and 
fn^bendaiies, were crumbled amongst one another^ 
and blended together in th^ same common mass ; 
how beauty, strength, and youth, with old age, wealie- 
ness, and deformity, lay undistiiiguisified in the same 
promiscuous heap of matter. 

After having thus surveyed this great maga^e of 
mortality, as it were in the lump ; I examined it more 
particularly by the accounts which I found on several 
•f the monuments which are raised in every quarter 
•f that ancient fabric," . Somle of them were covered 
with such extravagapt opieiphs, that if it were possible 
fer the dead person \p h6^ accpiainted with them, he 
would blush at the||raiscs wlich hii fiiehds fiave be- 
stowed i:^n him. There ar0- others so' excessively 
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modestj that they deliver the character of the person 
departed in Greek or Hebrew, and by that means are 
not understood once in a twelvemonth. In the poeti- 
cal quarter, I found there were poets who had no mo- 
numents, and monuments which had no poets. I 
•bserved indeed that the present war had filled the 
<Aurch with many of those uninhabited monuments, 
which had been' erected to the memory of persons 
whose bodies were perhaps buried in the plains of 
Blenheim, or in the bosom of the ocean. 

1 could not but be very much delighted with seve- 
ral modern epitaphs, which ^re written with great ele- 
gance of expression, and justness of thought, and 
therefore do honor to the living as well as the dead. 
As a foreigner is very apt to conceive an idea of the 
ignorance or politeness of a nation from the turn of 
their public monuments and inscriptions, they should 
be submitted to the perusal of men of learning and ge- 
nius before they are put iti execution. Sir Cloudesly 
Shovel's monument has very often given me great 
offence ; instead of the brave rough English ad- 
miral, which was the distinguishing character of that 
plain gallant man, he is represented on his tomb by. 
the figure of a beau, dressed in a 4ong periwig, and 
reposing himself upon velvet.cushions under a canopy, 
©f state, The inscription is answerable to the monu- 
ment ; for instead of celebrating the many remarkable 
actions he had performed, in the service of his coun- 
try, it acquaints us only with the manner of his death, 
in which it was impossible for, him to reap any honor. 
Th^ Dutch, whom we are apt to despise for want of 
genius, shew an infinitely greater taste of antiquity and. 
politeness in their biuldings and works of this nature, 
than wliat we meet with in those of our own country. 
The munuments of their admirals^ which have been 
erected at the public expence, represent thfjm like, 
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themselves ; and are adorned with neutral crowns and 
navaf ornaments, with beautiful festoons of sea-wee(i) 
shells, and coral. 

But to return to our subject ; I have left the reposi* 
tory of our English kings for the contemplation of ano- 
ther day, when I shall find my mind disposed for so 
serious an amusement. I know that entertainments 
of this nature are apt to raise dark and dismal thoughts 
in timorous minds and gloomy imaginations ; but for 
my own part, though I am alwajrs serious, I do not 
know what it is to be melancholy, and can therefore 
take a view of nature in her deep and solemn, scenes^ 
with the same pleasure as in her most gay and de- 
lightful ones. By this means I can improve myself 
with those objects which others consider with terror. 
When I look upon the tombs of the great, every emo- 
tion of envy dies in me ; when I read the epitaphs of 
the beautiful, every inordinate desire goes out ; when 
I meet with the grief of parents upon a tomb-stone, 
my heart melts witli compassion ; when I see the 
tomb of the parents themselves, I consider the vanity 
of grieving for those whom we must quickly follow ; 
when I see kings lymg by those who deposed them^ 
when I consider rival wits placed side by side, or the 
holy men that divided the world with their contests 
and disputes ; I reflect with sorrow and astonishment 
on the little competitions, factions, and debates of 
mankind. When I read the several dates of the 
tombs, of sonie that died yesterday, and some six hun- 
dred years ago ; I con^der that great day when we 
shall all of us be contemporaries, and make our ap» 
pearance together. C 



d by Google 



No. "^PW? THE SPECTATOR. 1 19 



No. 27. SATURDAY, March SI. 

BT STEELE. 

Ut nox Umga^ qutbus mentitur amiea, diesqui 
Longa videtur opus debentibus ; ut piger annus 
PupiUiSi guos dura prendt cuatodia matrum .* 
Sic miM tarda fluunt ingrataque temporay qua ipem 
ConsiUumque morantur agendi gnaviter id, quod 
*£que pauperibus prodest, locupletibus asg[Ue ; 
. •^que negtectum pueria senibuaque nocebit, 

HoR.Ep.1.1. 1.V.20. 

IMITATEO. . 

Long as to him who works for debt the day ; \ 

Long as the night to her whose love's away ; 

Long as Jthe year's dull circle seems to run. 

When the b^isk minor pants for twenty-one : 

So slow th' unprofitable moments roll 

That lock up all the functions of my soul ; 

That keep me from myself, and still delay r 

Life's instant business to a future d^y : 

That task, which as we follow"^ or despise ; 

The eldest is a f(X)l, the youngest wise ; 

Which done, the poorest can no wants endure ; 

And which not done, the richest must be^poor. Pops. 

X HERE is scarce a thinking man in the world 
who is involved in the business of it, but lives under 
a secret impatience of the hurry and fatigue he suf- 
fers, and has formed a resolution to fisc himself, one 
time or other, in such a state as b suitable to the end. 
of his being. You hear men every day in comrersftf 
tion profess that all the honor, power, a&d richeQy. 
which they propose to themselves, cannot give satis- 
Action enough to reward them for half the anxiety 
they undergo in the pursuit or possession of them. 
While men sure in this temper, which happens very 
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frequently, how inconsistent are they with them- 
selves ? They are wearied with the toil they bear^ 
but cannot find in their hearts to relinquish it ; retire* 
ment is what they want, but they cannot betake them- 
selves to it ; while they pant after shade and covertj 
they still affect to appear in the most glittering scenes 
of life : but sure this is but just as reasonable as if a 
man should call for more lights when he has a mind 
to go to sleep. 

Since then it is certain that our own hearts deceive 
us in the love of the world, and that we cannot com- 
mand ourselves enough to resign it, though we every 
day wish ourselves disengaged from its allurements ; 
let us not stand upon a formal taking of leave, but 
wean ourselves from them, while we are in the. midst 
of them. 

It is certainly the general intention of the greater 
part of mankind to accomplish this work, and live ac- 
cording to their own approbation as soon as they pos- 
sibly can. But since the duration of life is so imcer- 
taia, and that has been a common topic of discourse 
ever since there was such a thing as life itself, how is 
it possible that we should defer a moment the begin- 
ning to live according to the rules of reason ? 

The man of business has ever some one point to 
carry, and then he tells himself he will bid adieu to 
all the vanity of ambition ; the man of pleasure re- 
solves to take his leave at least, and part civilly with 
his mistress; but the ambitious man is entangled 
every moment in a fresh pursuit, and the lover sees 
new charms in the object he fancied he could abandon. 
It is therefore a fantastical way of thinking, when we 
promise ourselves an alteration in our conduct from 
change of place and difference of circumstances ; the 
same passions will attend us wherever we are till they 
arc conquered ; and we can never live to our satisfac? 
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Uon in the deepest retirement, unless we are capabfe. 
of living in some measure amidst the noise and busi- 
ness of the world. 

I have ever thought men were better known by 
what could be observed of them from a perusal of 
their private letters, than any other way. My friend, 
the clergyman, the other day, upon serious discourse 
with him concerning the danger of procrastination) 
gave me the following letters from persons with whom 
he lives in great friendship and intimacy, according to 
the good breeding and good sense of his character. 
The first is from a man of business, who is his con- 
vert : the second from one of whom he conceives* 
great hopes : the third from one who is in no state at- 
all, but carried one way and another by starts. 

« SIR, 

^ I know not with what words to express to you thd 

* sense I have of the high obligation you have laid upon 
' me, in the penance you enjoined me of doing sonjo 
' good or other to a person of worth every day I lire. 

* The station I am in furnishes me with daily oppor- 

< tunities of this kind ; and the noble principle with 

* which you have inspired me, of benevolence to all 

< I have to deal with, quickens my application in every 

* thing I undertake. When I relieve merit from dis- 

< countenance, when I assist a friendless person, ^hen 
' I produce concealed worth, I am displeased with my- 
' self for having designed to leave the world in order 

* to be virtuous. I am sorry you decline the occasions 
' which the condition I am in might afford me of en- 

* larging your fortunes ; but know I contribute more. 

< to your satisfaction, when I acknQ\\'ledge I am the 

Vo>. I. M 
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< better man, from the influence and authority yotij 
' have over, Sir, 

< Your most obliged and 
* most humble servant, 

« R. O.' 

< SIR, 

< I am entirely convinced of the truth of what you 

* were pleased to s^ to me, when I was last with you 

< alone. You told me then of the silly way I was in ; 
^but you told me so, as I saw you loved me, other* 

< wise I could not obey your commands in letting you 

* know my thoughts so sincerely as I do at present 
^ / know the creature for whom I resign so much of my 
' character'^ is all that you said of her ; but then the 
« trifler has something in her so undesigning and harm- 
' less, that her guilt in one kind disappears by the 
« comparison of her innocence in another. Will you, 

< virtuous men, allow no alteration in offences ? Must 

< dear Chloe be called by the hard name you pious 

* people give to common women ? I keep the so- 

< lemn promise I made you, in writing to you the 

* state of my mind, after your kind admonition ; and 
^ will endeavor to get the better of this fondness, which 

< makes me so much her humble servant, that I am 
^ almost ashamed to subscribe myself your's, 

«T. D.* 

^ SIR, 

< There is no state of life so anxious as that of a 
' man who does not live according to the dictates of 
« his own reason. It will seem odd to you, when I 

< assure you that my love of retirement first of all 

* brought me to court ; but this will be no riddle, 

* when I acquaint you that I placed myself here with 
^ a design of getting so much money as might enable 
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* me to purchase a handsome retreat in the country. 

* At present my circumstances enable me, and my 

* duty prompts me, to pass away the remaining part of 
' my life in such a retirement as I at first proposed to 
^ myself ; but to my great misfortune I have entirely 

* lost the relish of it, and should now return to the 

* country with greater reluctance than I at first came 

< to court. I am so unhappy, as to know that what I 

< am fond of are trifles, and that what I neglect is of 
*jthe greatest importance : in short, I find a contest in 
' my own mind between reason and fashion. , I re- 

* member you once told me, that I might live in the 
( world, and out of it, at the same time. Let me 

* beg of you to explain this paradox more at large to 

< me, that t may conform my life, if possible^ both to 

* my duty and my inclination. I am, 

' 7 * Your most humble servant, 



No. 28. MONDAY, April 2. 

BY ADDISON. 

I ■ 'JSTeque temper arcum 

Tendit Apollo, Hor. Od. 10. 1. 2. v. 19. 

Nor does Apollo always bend his bow. 

X SHALL here present my reader with a letter 
from a projector, concerning a new office which he 
thinks may very much contribute to the embellish- 
ment of the city, and to the driving barbarity out of 
our streets. I consider it as a satire upon projectors 
in general, and a lively picture of the whole art of me- 
dem criticism. , 
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^ SIR, 

< Observing that you have thoughts of creating ccb- 
tain officers under you, for the inspection of several 
petty enormities which you yourself cannot attend to ; 
and finding daily absurdities hung out upon the sign- 
posts (a) of this city, to the great scandal of foreign- 
ers, as w ell as of those of our own country, whp are 
curious spectators of the satne : I do humbly pro- 
pose, that you would be pleased to make me your 
superintendant of all such figures and devices as are 
or shall be made use of on this occasion ; with full 
powers to rectify or expunge whatever I shall find 
irregular or defective. For want of such an officer^ 
there is nothing like sound IHcnituic audgood sense 
to be met with in those objects that ai-e every where 
thrusting themselves out to the eye, and cndeavoriiig 
to become visible. Our streets are filled with blue 
boars, black swans, and red lions j not to mention 
flying pigs, and hogs in armor, with many other 
creatures more extraordinary than any in the deserts 
of Africa. Strange ! that one who has all the birds 
and beasts in nature to choose out of, should live at 
the sign of an ens rationis ! 

< My first task therefore should be, like that of Her- 
cules, to clear the city from monsters. In the second 
place, I would forbid that creatures of jarring and in- 
congruous natures should be joined together in the 
same sign ; such as the bell and the neat's-tongue, 
the dog and the gridiron. The fox and goose may 
be supposed to have met ; but what has the fox and 
the seven stars to do together ? And when did the 
lamb and the dolphin ever meet, except upon a sign- 
post? As for the cat and fiddle, there is a conceit 
In it ; aiid therefore I do not intend that any thing I 
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< have here said should affect it. I must however 
' observe to you upon this subject, that it is usual for a 
<. young tradesman, at his lirst setting up, to add to his 

* own sign that of the master whom he served, as the 

< husband, after marriage, gives aplace to his mistress's 

* arms in his own coat. This I take to have given rise 

* to many of those absurdities which are committed 

< over our heads ; and, as I am informed, first occa- 
' sioned the three nuns and a hare, which we see so 

* frequently joined together. I would therefore es- 

< tablish certain rules, for the determining how far 
« one tradesman may give the sign of another, and in 

< what cases he may be allowed to quarter it with his 

< own. 

< In the third place, I would enjoin every shop to 
i make use of a sign, which bears some affinity to the 
« wares in which it deals. What can be more incon- 
^ sistent, than to see a bawd at the sign of tlie angel, or 
« a tallov at the lion ? A cook should not live at the 

< boot, nor a shoemaker at the roasted pig ; and yet, 

* for want of this regulation, I have seen a goat set up 

* before the door of a perfumer, and the French king's 

< head at a sword-cutler's. 

« An ingenious foreigner observes, that several of 

< those gentlemen who value themselves upon their 

< ^milies, and overlook such as are bred to trade, bear 

< the tools of their forefathers in tlieir coats of arms. 

< I will not examine how true this is in fact : but though 

* it may not be necessary for posterity thus to set up 

* the sign of their forefathers, I think it highly proper 

< for those who actually profess the trade, to show some 

< such marks of it before their doors. 

< When the name gives an occasion for an ingenious 

< ^gn-post, I would likewise advise the owner to take 

< that opportunity of letting the world know who he 
{ U. It would have beed ridiculous for the ingenio)tf^ 
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Mrs. Salmon to have lived at the sign of the trout ; 
for which reason she has erected before her house 
the figure of the fish that is her name-sake. Mr. 
Bell has likewise distinguished himself by a device 
of the same nature. And here, Sir, I must, beg 
leave to observe to you, that this particular figure of 
a bell has given occasion to several pieces of wit in 
'•■ this kind. A man of your reading must know, that 
Abel D rugger gained great applause by it in tlic 
lime of Ben Johnson. Our apocryphal heathen god 
is also represented by this figure ; which, |n conjunc- 
tion with the dragon, makes a very handsome picture 
in several of our streets. As for the Bell- Savage, 
which is the sign of a savage man standing by a bell, 
I was formerly very much puzzled upon the conceit 
of it, till I accidentally fell into the reading of an 
old romance, translated out of the French) which 
gives an account of a very beautiful woman which 
was found in a wilderness, and is called in the French 
la belle muvagei (see No. 66) and is every where 
translated by our countrymen the Bell-Savage. Thi3 
pi^e of philology will, I hope, convince you that I 
have made sign-posts my study, and consequently 
qualified myself for the employment which I solicit 
at your hands. But before I conclude my letter, I 
must communicate to you another remark which I 
have made upoii the subject with which I am nbv 
entertaining you ; namely, that I can give a shrewd 
guess at the humor of the inhabitant by the sign that 
hangs before his door. A surly choleric fellow ge* 
nerally makes choice of a hear ; as men of milder 
dispositions frequently live at the lamb. Seeing a 
punch-bowl painted upon a sign near Charing-Cross, 
very curiously garnished, with a couple of angels ho- 
vering over it, and squeezing a lemon into it, I had 
the curiosity to ask after the master of the hongp^ 
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« and found upon inquiry, as I had guessed by the 
' little agremens upon his sign, that he was a French- 
< nian. I know, Sip, it is not requisite for me to en- 

* large upon these hints to a gentleman of your great 
' abilities : so humbly recommending myself to your 

* favor and patronage, 

* I remain, &c.' 

I shall add to the foregoing letter another, which 
came to me by the same penny-post. 

< From my own afiartment near Charing^cro^^ 

* HOKORED SIR, 

' Having heard that this nation is a great encourager 

* of ingenuity, I have brought with me a rope-dancer 
' that was caught in one of the woods belonging to the 

* Great Mogul. He is by birth a monkey : but swings 

* Upon a rope, takes a pipe of tobacco, and drinks a 

* glass of ale, like any reasonable creature. He gives 

* great satisfaction to the quality ; and if they will 

* make a subscription for him, I will send for a brother 

* of his out of Holland, that is a very good tumbler ; 

* and also for another of the same family, whom I dc- 

* sign for my Merry- Andrew, as being an excellent 
' mimic, and the greatest droll in the country where 

* he now is. I hope to have this entertainment iti 

* readiness for the next winter ; and doubt not but it 

* will please more than the opera or puppet-show. 

* I will not say that a monkey is a better man than 

* those of the opera heroes ; but certainly he is a bet^ 

* ter representative of a man than the most artificial 

* composition of wood and wire. If you will be pleased 
' to give me a good word in your paper, you shall be 

* every night a spectator at my show for nothing, 
C «Iam,«cc.^ 
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No. 29. TUESDAY, April 3. 

BT ADDISON. 

Sermo lin^ue condnnus utraque 
Sucevior .* ut Chio nota si cotnndata Faltemi eat, 

HoR. Sat 10. 1. 1. r, 23. 

Both tongues united sweeter sounds produce. 
Like Chian mix'd with the Falemian juice» 

X HERE is nothing that has more startled our 
English audience, than the Italian rm^a/£ro at its first 
entrance upon the stage. People were wonderfully 
sui*prized to heai' generals singing the word of com- 
mandf and ladies delivering messages in mysic. Our 
countrymen could not forbear laughing when they 
heard a Ibver chanting out a billet-doux, and even 
the superscription of a letter set to a tune. The fe- 
xnous blunder in an old play of Enter a King and tvfo 
^fiddlers 9olus, was now no longer an absurdity ; wheD 
it was impossible for a hero in a desert, or a princess 
in her closet, to speak any thing unaccompaniedJwit6 
musical instruments. 

But however this Italian method of acting in recita" 
tirvo might appear at first hearing, I cannot but think 
it much more just than that which prevailed in oup 
English opera before this innovation ; the transition 
from an air to recitative music being more natural 
than the passing from a song to plain and ordinary 
speaking, which was the common method in Purcell*{i 
opera. 

The only fault I find in our present practice, is the 
making use of the Italian recitativo with English 
words. 

To go to the bottom of this matter, I must observe, 
that the tone, or (as the French call it) the accent of 
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every nation in their ordinary spech, is altogether dif- 
ferent fit)m that of every other people ; as we may 
see even in the Welch and Scotch, who border so 
near upon us. By the tone or accent, I do not mean 
the pronunciation of each particular word, but the 
sound of the whole sentence. Thus it is very <jommon 
for an English gentleman, when he hears a French 
tragedy, to complain that the actors all of them speak 
in a tone ; and therefore he very wisely prefers his 
own countrymen, not considering that a foreigner 
complains of the same tone in an English actor. 

For this reason, the recitative music in every lan- 
guage should be as different as the tone or accent of 
each language ; for otherwise, what may properly ex- 
press apassioninone language, will hot do it in another. 
Every one who has been long in Italy, knows very 
well that the cadences in tlie recitativo bear a remote 
affinity to the tone of their voices in ordinary conver- 
sation ; or, to speak more prc^erly, are only the accenfs 
of their language made more musical and tuneful. 

Thus the notes of interrogation or admiration, in 
the Italian music (if one may so calf them), which re- 
semble their accents in discourse on such occasions, 
are not unlike the ordinary tones of an English voice 
when we are angry ; insomuch that 1 have often seen 
our audiences extremely mistaken as to wlftit has been 
doing upon the stage, and expecting to see the hero 
knock down his messenger, when he has been asking 
him a question ; or fancying that be quarrels with his 
friend, when he only bids him good-morrow. 

For this reason the Italian artists cannot agree with 
our English musicians in admiring Purcell's compo- 
sitions, and thinking his tunes so wonderfully adapts 
ed to his words ; because both nations do not always 
express the same passions by the same sounds. 
I am therefore humbly of opinion, that an English 
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composer should not follow the Italian recitative too 
servilely, but make use of many gentle deviatiaQS 
from it, in compliance ivith his own native language. 
He may copy out of it all the lulling softness and dy- 
ing' falls (as Shakespeare calls them), but should stiU 
remember that he ought to accommodate himself to 
an English audience ; and by humouring the tone of 
our voices in ordinary conversation, have the same re- 
gard to the accent of his own language as those persons 
had to theirs whom he professes to imitate. It is ob- 
served, that several of the singing birds of our own 
country learn to sweeten their voices, and mellow the 
harshness of their notes, by practising under those that 
come from vrarmer climates. In the same manner 
I would allow th« Italian opera to lend our English 
music as much as may grace and soften iti* but never 
entirely to annihilate and destroy it. Let the infusion 
be as strong as you please, but still let the subject- 
matter of it be English. 

A composer should fit his music to the genius of 
ihe people, and consider, that the delicacy of hearing 
and taste of harmony has been formed upon those 
sounds which every country abounds with : In short, 
that music is of a relative nature ; and what b harmo- 
ny to one ear, may be dissonance to another. 

The same observations which I have made uppn 
the recitative part of music, may be applied to all our 
songs and airs in general. 

Signior Baptiste Lully ftted like a mai> of sense in 
this particular.^ He found the French music extreme- 
ly defective, and very often barbarous : however, 
knowing the genius of the people, the humour of ♦ 
their language, and the prejudiced ears he had to 
deal with, he did not pretend to extirpate the French 
music, and plant the Italian in its stead i but only to 
ctil^vate »id ciyilixe it with ionumerable graces and m^ 
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dulations wliich he borrowed from the Italian. By 
this means the French music is now perfect in its 
kind ; and when you say it is not so good as the Ita- 
lian, you only mean that it does not piease you so 
well ; for there is not a Frenchman who would not 
won4er to hear you give the Italian such a preference. ^ 
The music of the French is indeed very properly 
adapted to their pronunciation and accent, as their 
whole opera wonderfully favours the genius of such a 
gay and airy people. The chorus in which that ope- 
ra abounds, gives the parterre frequent opportunities 
of joining in concert with the stage. This inclination 
of the audience to sing along with the actor, so pre- 
vails with them, that I have sometimes known the 
performer on the stage do no more in a celebrated 
song, than the clerk of a Parish church, who serves 
only to raise the psalm, and is afterwards dmwned in 
the music of the congregation. Every actor that 
comes on the stage is a beau. The queens and he- 
roines are so painted, that they appear as ruddy and 
cherry-cheeked as milkmaids. The shepherds are all 
embroidered, and acquit themselves in a ball bettev. 
than our English dancing-masters. I have seen a 
couple of rivals appear in red stockings ; and Alpheus> 
instead of having his head covered with sedge and 
bulrushes, making loveina fairfull-bottowed periwig 
and a plume of feathers, but with a voice so full of shakes 
and quavers, that I should have thought the murmurs 
of a country brook the much more agreeable music. 
I remember the last opera I saw in that merry na- 
tion, was the Rape of Prosperine, where Pluto, to 
make the more tempting figure, puts himself in a 
French equipage, and brings Ascalaphus along with 
him as his valet de chambre. This is what we call 
folly and impertinence ; but what the French logk 
upon as gay and polite. ^ , 
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I shall add no more to what I have here offered, 
than that music, architecture, and painting, as well as 
poetry and oratory, are to deduce their laws and rules 
from the genefral sense and taste of mankind, and not 
from the principles of those arts themselves ; or, in 
other words, the taste is not to conform to the ait, but 
the art to the taste. Music is not designed to please 
only chromatic ears, but all that are capable of distin- 
guishing harsh from disagreeable notes. A man of 
an ordinary ear is a judge whether a passion is ex- 
pressed in proper sounds, and whether the melody of 
those sounds be more or less pleasing. C. 
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No. 30. WEDNESDAY, April 4. 

BY STEELE. 

Sit JUimnermus uti tensit, sine ainore jocisque, 
^il est jucundum : vivas in amore jocisqiie. 

HoR. Ep. 6. 1. 1. V. 65. 

If notliing, as Mimnennus strives to prove, . 

Can e'er be pleasant without wanton love ; 

Then live in wanton love, tliy sports pursue. Creech. 



o 



' NE common calamity makes men extremely af- 
fect each pther, though they differ in every other par- 
ticular. The passion of love is the most general 
concern among men ; ^nd I am glad to hear by the 
last advices from Oxford, that there are a set of sigh- 
ers in that university, who have erected themselves 
into a society in honor of that tender passion. These 
gentlemen are of that sort of inamoratos, who are not so 
much lost to common sense, but that they understand 
the folly they are guilty of $ and for that reason have 
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separated themselves from all other company, because 
they will enjoy the pleasure of talking incoherently, 
without being ridiculous to any but each other. Whea 
a man comes into the club, he is not obliged to make 
any introduction to his discourse, but at once, as he is 
seating himself in his chair, speaks in the thread of 
his own thoughts, < She gave me a very obliging 
« glance ; she never looked so well in her life as this 
< evening ;' or the like reflection, without regard to 
any other member of the society r for in this assem- 
bly they do not meet to talk to each other, but 
every man claims the full liberty of talking to him- 
self Instead of snuff-boxes and canes, which are 
usual helps to discourse with other young fellows, 
these have each some piece of riband, a broken fan, or 
an old girdle, which tfiey play with, while they talk of 
the fair person remembered by each respective token. 
According to the representation of the matter from my 
letters, the company appear like so many players re- 
hearsing behind the scenes ; one is sighing and la- 
menting his destiny in beseeching terms, another de- 
claring he will break his chain, and another in dumb- 
show striving to express his passion by hi^ gesture. 
It is very ordinary, in the assembly, for one of a sud- 
den to rise and make a discourse concerning his pas- 
sion in general, and describe the temper of his mind 
in such a manner as that the whole company shall join 
in the description, and feel the force of it. In this case 
if any man has declared the violence of his flame in 
more pathetic terms, he is made president for that 
night, out of respect to his superior passion. 

We had some years ago in this town a set of people 
who met and dressed like lovers, and were distinguished 
by the name of the fringe-glove club ; but they were 
persons of such moderate intellects, even before they 
were impaired by their passion, tliat their irregulari- 

^OU I. , ■>» Digitized by Google 



134 THE SPECTATOR- No. SO. 

ties could not furnish sufficient variety of folly to af- 
ford daily new impertinences ; by which means that 
institution dropped. These fellows could express their 
passion in nothing but their dress ; but the Oxonians 
are fantastical, now they are lovers, in proporticm to 
their learning and understanding before they became 
such. The thoughts of the ancient poets on this a- 
greeable frenzy are translated in honour of some mo- 
dem beauty ; and Chloris is won to-day by the same 
compliment that was made to Lesbia a thousand years 
ago. But as far as I can leson, the patron of the club 
is the renowned Don Quixote. The adventures of that 
gentle knight are frequently mentioned in the society, 
under the colour of laughing at the passion and them- 
selves : but at the same time, though they are sensi- 
ble of the extravagancies (^ that unhappy warrior, they 
do not observ^, that to turn all the reading of the best 
and wisest writings into rhapsodies of love is a freney 
no less diverting than that of the forsaid accomplished 
Spaniard. A gentleman, who, I hope, will continue 
hi% correspondence, is lately admitted into the frater- 
nity, and sent me the following letter :— 

' Si^ 
< Since I find you take notice of clubs, I beg leave 
to give you an account of one in Oxford, which you 
have no where mentioned, and perhaps never heard 
of. We distinguish ourselves by the title of the A- 
morous Club, are all votaries of Cupid, and admirers 
of the fair sex. The reason that we are so little 
known in the world, is the secrecy which we are o- 
bliged to live under in the university. Our consti- 
tution runs counter to that of the place wherein we 
live ; for in love there are no doctors, and we all 
profess so high pas^on, that we admit of no gradu- 
ates in jj. Our presidentship is bestowed according 
to the dignity of passion ; our number is unlimited ; 
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< and our statues are like those of the Druids, recorded 
^ in our own breasts only,^ and explained by the iriajo- 

< rity erf the company. A mistress, and a poem in her 
^ praise, will introduce any candidate ; without the lat- 

* ter no one can be admitted ; for he that is not in 

* love enough to rhyme, is unqualified for our society. 

* To speak disrespectfully of any woman, is expulsion 

< from our gentle society. As we are at present all of 

* us gown-men, instead of duelling when we are rivals, 

* we drink together the health of our mistress. The 

< manner of doing this sometimes indeed create3 de- 

< bates ; on such occasions we have iecourse to the 
' rules of love among the ancients. 

JVoeiua sex cyatJdSy aeptem Justina bibatur. 

Mart. Epig. 72. L 1. 
Six cups to Naevia> to «^8tina seven. 

This method of a glass to every letter of her name, 
occasioned the other night a dispute of 66me warmth. 
A young student, who is in love with Mrs. Elizabeth 
Dimple, was so unreasonable as to begin her health 
under the name of EHzabetha ; which so exasperated 
the club, that by common consent we retrenched it 
to Betty. We look upon a man as no company, that 
does not sigh five times in a quarter of an hour ; 
and look upon a .member as very absurd, that is so 
much himself as to make a direct answer to a ques- 
tion. In fine, the whole assembly is made up of ab- 
sent men, that is, of such persons as have lost their 
locality, and whose minds and bodies never keep 
company with one another. As I am an unfortunate 
member of this distracted society, you cannot ex- 
pect a very regular account of it ; for which reason, 
J hope you will paidon me that I so abruptly sub- 
scribe myself, Sir, Your most obedient, 

* humble servant, 

' T. B.' 
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* I forgot to tell you, that Albina, who has six vt^- 
< taries in this club, is one of your readers.' R 



No. 3 1 . THURSDAY, April 5. 

BY ADDISON. 

Sit ndhi fas audita loqu i ' 

ViRG. JEn. 6. V. 266. 
What I have heard, permit me to relate. 

ij AST night, upon my going into a coffee-house not 
£ai* from the Hay-Market theatre, I diverted myself 
for above half an hour with overhearing the discourse 
of one who, by the shabbiness of his dress, tlie extra- 
vagance of his conceptions, and the hurry of his speech> 
I discovered to be of that species who are generally 
distinguished by the title of firojectors. This gentle- 
man, for I found he was treated as such by his au- 
dience, was entertaining a whole table of listeners 
with the project of an opera, which he told us had not 
cost.him above two or three mornings in tlie contriv- 
ance, and which he was ready to put in execution, 
provided he might find his account in it. He said, 
he had observed the great trouble and inconvenience 
which ladies were at in travelling up and down to the 
several shows that are exhibited in different quarters 
of the town. The dancing-monkeys are in one place ; 
the puppet-show in another ; the opera in a third ; not 
to mention the lions, that are almost a whole day's 
journey from the politer part of the town. By this 
means people of figure are forced to lose half the win*- 
ter after their coming to town, before they have seen 
all tliq strange sights about it. In oixler to remedy 
this great inconvenience, our projector drew out of 
his pocket the scheme of an opera, intitled, the Ex- 
pedition of Mexander the Great ; in whichhe had dis- 
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posed all the remarkable shows about town amom 
the scenes and decorations of his piece. The thought, 
he confessed, was not originally his own, but that he 
had taken the hint of it from several performances 
which he had seen upon our stage i in one of which 
there was a raree-show, in another a ladder-dance ;^. 
and in others a posture-man, a moving picture, with 
mMiy curiosities of the like nature. 

This expedition of Alexander opens with his con- 
sulting the oracle at Delphos ; in which the dumb* 
conjurer, who has been visited by so many persons of 
quality of late years, is to be introduced as telling him 
his fortune ; at the same time Clench of Bamet is re- 
presented in another comer of the temple, as ringing 
the bells of Delphos for joy of his arrival. The t^nt 
of Darius is to be peopled by the ingenious Mrs. Sal- 
mon, where Alexander is to fall in love with a piece 
of wax-work, that represents the beautiful Statira. 
When Alexander comes into that country, in which 
Quintus Curtius tells us the dogs were so exceeding 
fierce that they would not lose their hold, though they 
were cut to pieces limb by limb, and that they would 
hang upon their prey by their teeth when they ha(} 
nothing but a mouth left ; there is to be a scene of 
Hockley in the Hole, in which is to be represented all 
the diversions of that place, the bull-baiting oiily ex- 
cepted, which cannot possibly be exhibited in the thea- 
tre by reason of the lowness of the roof. The several 
woods in Asia, which Alexander must be supposed to 
pass through, will give the audience a sight of mon- 
keys dancing upon ropes, with the many other plea- 
santries of that ludicrous species. At the same time,i 
if there chance to be any strange animals in town, whe- 
ther birds or beasts, they may be either let loose among 
the woods, or driven across the stage by some of the 
(sountry people of Asia. In the lj\st great battle^, 
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Pinkethman is to personate King Perus upon an ^e- 
pftuoit and is to be encountered by Powejl, represent* 
ing Alexander the Great, upon a dromedary ; whicli> 
iteveitheless, Mr. Powell is desired to call l^ the name 
of Bucephalus. Upon the close of this great decisive 
battle, when the two kings are thoroughly reconcile^) to 
shew the mutual friendship and good correspondence 
that reigns between them, they both of them go toge- 
ther to a puppet-show ; in which the ingenious Mr. 
Powell, junior, may have an opportunity of displaying 
his whole art of machinery, for the diversion of the two 
monarchs. Some at the table urged, that a puppet- 
show was not a suitable entertainment for Alexander 
the Great ; and that it might be introduced more pro- 
perly, if we suppose the conqueror touched upon that 
part of India which is said to be inhabited by the pig>- 
mies. But this objectic»i was looked upon as frivolous, 
and the proposal immediately over-ruled. Our pro* 
jector further added, that after the reconciliation of 
these two kings, they might invite one another to din- 
ner, and either of them entertain his guest with the 
German artist, Mr. Pinkethman's heathen gods, or 
any of the like diversions, vfhich shall then chance to 
be in vogue. 

This project was received with very great applause 
by the whole table. Upon which the undertaker told 
us, that he had not yet communicated to us above 
half his design ; for that Alexander being a Greek, it 
was his intention that the whole opera should be acted 
in that language, which was a tongue he was sure 
would wonderfully please the ladies, especially when 
it was a little raised and rounded by the Ionic dialect j 
and could not but be acceptable to the whole audience, 
because there are fewer of them who understand 
Greek than Italian. The only difficulty that remained 
was; how to get performers, unless we couJd persuade 
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^me gendemeivof the universities to learn to sin^, 
in order to qualify themselves for the stage : but tfiis 
objection soon vanished, when the projector informed 
us that the Greeks were at presenj the only musiciaS 
in the Turkish empire, and that it would be very easy 
fbrx)ur factory at Smyrna to furnish us every year with 
a colony of musicians by the opportunity of the Turkey 
fleet : besides, says he, if we want any single voice for 
any lower part in the opera, Lawrence can learn to 
speak Greek; as well as he does Italian; in a fortnight's 
time. 

The projector having thus settled matters to the 
good liking of all that heard him, he left his seat at 
the table, and planted himself before the fire, where 
I had unluckily taken my stand for the convenience of 
overhearing what he said. Whether he had observed 
me to be more attentive than ordinary, I cannot tell ; 
but he had not stood by me above a quart'er of a mi-' 
Dute, but he tumed short upon me on a sudden, and 
catching me by a botton of my coat, attacked me very 
abruptly after the following manner. Besides, Sir, I 
have heard of a very extraordinary genius for music 
that lives in Switzerland, who has so strong a spring 
in his fingers, that he can make the board of an organ 
sound like a drum ; and if I could but procure a sub- 
scription of about ten thousand pounds every winter, 
I would undertake to fetch him over, and oblige him 
by articles to set every thing that should be sung upoij 
the English stage. After this he looked full in my 
face, expecting 1 would make an answer ; when, by 
good luck, a gentleman that had entered the coffee- 
house since the projector applied himself to me, hear- 
ing him talk of his Swiss compositions, cried out, with 
a kind of laugh, Is our music then to receive farther 
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improvements from Switzerland I This sdarmed the 
projector, who immediately let go my buttcni and 
turned about to answer him. I took the opportumQr 
of the diversion) which seemed to be made in favor of 
me, and laying down my penny upon the bar, retired 
with some precipitation. C 

No. 32. FRIDAY, April 6. 

BT STEEI^. 

Ml UU larva aut tragida opus esse cothurrds. 

HoR. Sat. 5. L 1> V. 64. 
He wants no tragic vizard to increase 
His natural deformity efface* 

X HE late discourse concerning the statutes of the 
Ugly Club, having been so well received at Oxford, 
Itiat, contrary to the strict rules of the society, they 
have been so partial as to take my own testimonial^ 
and admit me into that select body, I could not re- 
strain the vanity of publishing to the world the honor 
which is done me. It is no small satisfaction, that I 
have given occasion for the president's shewing both 
his invention and reading to such advantage as my 
correspondent reports he did: but it is not to be 
doubted there were many very proper hums and 
pauses in his harangue, which lose their ugliness in 
the narration, and which my correspondent, beg^g 
liis pardon, has no very good talent at representing. 
1 very much approve of the contempt the society has 
of beauty : nothing ought to be laudable in a man in 
which his will is not concerned : therefore our society 
can follow nature, and where she has thought fit, as it 
were, to mock herself, we can do so too, and be merry 
upon the occasion. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



No. 32. THE SPECTATOR. Ut 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* Your making public the late trouble I gave you, 
you will find to have been the occasion of this. Who 
should I meet at the coffee-house door t'other night 
but my old friend Mr. President ? I saw somewhat 
had pleased him ; and as soon as he had cast his eye 
upon me ; Oho, Doctor, rare news from London, says 
he : the Spectator has made honorable mention of the 
club (man) and published to the world his sincere 
desire to be a member, with a recommendatory de- 
descripiion of his phiz : and though our constitution 
has made no particular provision for short faces, yet 
his being an extraordinary case, I believe we shall 
find a hole for him to creep in at ; for I assure you he 
is not against the canon : and if his sides are as com^ 
pact as his joles, he need not disguise himself to 
make one of us. I presently called for the paper, 
to see how you looked in print ; and after we had re- 
galed ourselves a while upon the pleasant image of 
our proselyte, Mr. President told me I should be his 
stranger at the next night's club : where we \yere 
no sooner come, and pipes brought, but Mr. Presi- 
dent began an harangue upon your introduction to 
my epistle, setting forth with no less volubility of 
speech than strength of reason. That a speculation of 
this nature was what had been long and much want- 
ed : and that he doubted not but it would be of ines- 
timable value to the public, in reconciling even of bo- 
dies and souls ; in composing and quieting the minds 
of men under all corporal redundancies, deficien- 
cies, and irregularities whatsoever ; and make every 
one sit down content in his own carcase, though it 
were not perhaps so mathematically put together 
as he could wish. And again. How that for want 
of a due consideration of what you first advance, 
viz. that our faces are not of our own choosing, 
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people had been transported beyond all good breed- 
ing, and hurried themselves into unaccountable 
and fatal extravagancies ; as how many impartial 
looking-glasses had been censured and calumnia- 
ted, nay, and sometimes shivered into ten thou- 
sand splinters, only for a fair representation of the 
truth ; how many head-strings and garters had been 
made accessary, and actually forfeited, only because 
folks must needs quarrel with their own shadows ? 
and who (continues he) but is deeply sensible that 
one great source of the uneasiness and misery of hu- 
man life, especially amongst those of distinction, ari- 
ses from nothing in the world else but too severe a 
contemplation of an indefeasible contexture of our 
external parts, or certain natural and invincible dis- 
positions to be fat or lean ? when a little more of Mr, 
Spectator's philosophy woujd take off all this ; and in 
the mean time let them observe, that there is not 
one of their grievances of this sort but perhaps in 
some ages of the world has been highly in vogue ; 
and may be so again : nay, in some country or other, 
ten to one, is so at this day. My Lady Ample is the 
most miserable woman in the world, purely of her 
own making : she even grudges herself meat and 
drink, for fear she should thrive by them ; and is 
constantly crying out. In a quarter of a year or more 
I shall be quite out of all manner of shape ! Now, 
the lady's misfortune seems to be only this, that she 
is planted in awrongisoit: for, go but t'other side of 
the water, it is a jest at Haarlem to talk of a shape 
under eighteen stone. These wise traders regulate 
their beauties as they do their butter, by the pound ; 
and Miss Cross, when she first arrived in the Lpw 
countries, was not computed to be so handsome as 
Mac^ik^an Brisket by near half a ton* On the o- 
tber haii^i*' there is squire Lath, a proper gentleman 
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of fifteen hundred pounds per annumy as well as of 
an umblameable life and conversation; yet would 
not I be the Squire for half his estate ; for if it was 
as much more, he'd freely part with it all for a psdr 
of legs to his mind ; whereas in the reign of our first 
king Edward of gioriei\jp memory, nothing more mo- 
dish than a brace of your fine taper supporters ; and 
his majesty, without an inch of calf, managed affairs 
in peace and war as laudably as the bravest and most 
polite of his ancestors ; and was as terrible to his 
neighbours under the Toyal name of Long-shanks> 
as Coeur de Lion to the Saracens before him. If 
we look ferther back into history, we shall find that 
Alexander the Great wore his head a little over the 
left shoulder ; and then not a soul stirred out till he 
had adjusted his neck bone, the whole nobility ad» 
dressed the prince and each other obliqufely, and all 
matters of importance were concerted and carried 
on in the Macedonian court with their polls on one 
side. For about the first century nothing made more 
noise in the world than Roman nosesj and then 
not a word of them till they revived again in eighty- 
eight. Nor is it so very long since Richard III. 
set up half the backs of the nation ; and high shoul' 
ders, as well as high noses, were the top of the fash- 
ion. But to come to ourselves, gentlemen, though 
I find by my quinquennial observations that we shall 
never get ladies enough to make a party in our own 
country, yet liiight we meet with better success a- 
mong some of our allies. And what think you if our 
board sat for a Dutch piece ? Truly I am of opinion, 
that as odd as we appear in flesh and blood, we should 
be no such strange things in mezzotinto. But this 
project may rest till our number is complete ; and 
this being our election night, give me leave to pro- 
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pose Mr. Sfieaator, You see his inclinations, and 
perhaps we may not have his fellow.*' 
* I found most of them (as is usual in all such cases) 
were prepared ; but one of the seniors (whom by 
the bye Mr. President had taken all this pains to 
bring over) sat still, and cocl^pg his chin, which seem- 
ed only to be levelled at liis nose, very gravely de- 
clared, * That in case he had had sufficient knowledge ' 
of you, no man should have been more willing to 
have served you ; but that he, for his part, had al- 
ways had regard to his own conscidhce, as well as 
other people's merit ; and he did not know but that 
you might be a handsome fellow ; for, as for your 
own certificate, it was every body's business to speak 
for themselves*" Mr. President immediately re- 
torted, ' A handsome fellow I why he is a wit. Sir, 
and you know the proverb ; and to ease the old gen- 
tleman of his scruples, cried, * That for matter of 
merit it was all one, you might wear a mask." This 
threw bim into a pause, and he looked desirous of 
three days to consider on it ; but Mr. President im- 
proved the thought, and followed him up with an 
old story, * That wits were privileged to wear what 
masks they pleased in all ages ; and that a vizard had 
been the constant crown of their labours, which was 
generally presented them by the hand of some Satyr, 
and sometimes of Apollo himself.* For the truth of 
which he appealed to the frontispiece of several 
books, and particularly to the English Juvenal, to 
which he refen^ed him ; and only added, < That such 
authors were the larvati or larva donati of the an- 
cients.' This cleared up all ; and in tlie conclusion 
you were chosen probationer ; and Mr. President 
put round your health as such, protesting, « That 
though indeed he talked of a vizard, he did not be- 
lieve all the while you had any more occasion for it 
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* than the cat a mountain ;' so that all you have to do 
' now is to pay your fees, which here are very reason- 
« able, if you are not imposed upon ; and you may style 

* jo\ivse\£in/ortni8 aodetatis aocius : which I am desir- 
' ed to acquaint you with ; and, upon the same, I beg 
' you to accept of the congratulation of, Sir, 

Oxford, < Your obliged, humble servant, 

March 21. < A. C 

R 



No. 33. SATURDAY, April 7. 

BY STEELE. 

Fervidiis tecum puer, et aolutia 
Gratia zonis, properentque m/niphx, 
Etparwn coniia sine te Juveiitaa^ 

JMerctiriusque. Ho a* 01. 30. 1. "1. 4. 

The ^aces, with their zones unloos'd. 
The nymphs, their beauties all expos'd. 

From every spring, and every plain ; 
Thy pow'rful, hot, and winged boy. 
And youth, that's dull without Uiy joy. 

And Mercury compose thy train. Ce^ech. 



A 



FRIEND of mine has two daughters, whom I 
will call Laetitia and Daphne : the former is one of the 
greatest beauties of the age in which she lives ; the 
latter no way remarkable for any charms in her per- 
son. Upon this one circumstance of their outward 
form, the good and ill of their life seems to turn. Lae- 
titia has not, from her very childhood, heard any thing 
else but commendations of her features and complex- 
ion ; by which means she is no other than nature made 
her, a very beautiful outside. The consciousness of 
her charms has rendered her insupportably vain and 
insolent towards all who have to do with her. Daphne. 
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who was almost twenty before one civil thing had ever 
been said to her, found herself obliged to acquire some 
accomplishments to make up for the want of those at- 
tractions which she saw in her sister. Poor D2q>hne 
was seldom submitted to in a debate wherein she was 
concerned ; her discourse hadnotliing to recommend 
it but the good sense of it ; and she was always under 
a necessity to have very well considered what she was 
to say before she uttered it : while Laetitia was listen- 
ed to with partiality, and approbation sat in the coun- 
nances of those she conversed with, before she com^ 
municated what she had to say. These causes have 
produced suitable effects, and La^titia is as insipid a 
companion as Daphne is an agreeable one. Lsetitia, 
confident of favour, has studied no arts to please ; 
Daphne, despairing of any inclination towards her per- 
son, has depended only on her merit. Laetitia has al- 
ways something in her air that is sullen, grave and dis- 
consolate. Daphne has a countenance that appears 
cheerful, open, and imconcemed. A young ^gentle- 
man saw Laetitia this winter at a play, and became her 
captive. His fortune was such, that he wanted very 
little introduction to speak his sentiments to her fether. 
The lover was admitted with the utmost freedom in- 
to the family, where a constrained behaviour, severe 
looks, and distant civilities, were the highest favours 
he could obtain of Lastitia ; while Daphne used him 
with the good humor, familiarity, and innocence of a 
sister ; insomuch that he would often say to her. Dear 
Dajihney wert thou but aa handsome aa Latitia? She 
received such language with that ingenuous and plea- 
sing mirth which is natural to a woman without de- 
sign. He still sighed in vain for Laetitia, but found 
certain relief in the agreeable conversation of Daphne. 
At length, heartily tired with the haughty imperti- 
nence of Laetitia, and charmed with the repeated int 
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stances of good humor he had observed in Daphne, he 
one day told the latter, that he had something to say 
to her he hoped she would be pleased with.—— i^azVA, 
JDafihnCy continued he, / am in love with thee^ and rfe- 
sfiUe thy sister sincerely. The manner of his declar- 
ing himself gave his mistress occasion for a very hear- 
ty laughter.— Aai/, says he, / knew you would laugh at 
7WC, but ni ask your father. He did so ; the father 
received his intelligence with no less joy than surprise 
and was very glad he had now no care left but for lus 
Beauty, which he thought he could carry to market at 
his leisure. I do not know any thing that has pleased 
me so much a great while as the conquest of my friend 
Daphne's. All her acquaintance congratulate her 
upon her chance-medley, and laugh at that premedi- 
tating murderer her sister. As it is an argument of 
a light mind, to think the worse of ourselves for the 
imperfections of our persons, it is equally below us to 
value ourselves upon the advantages of them. The 
female world seem to be almost incorrigibly gone a;- 
stray in this particular ; for which reason, I shall re- 
commend the following extract out of a friend's letter 
to the professed beauties, who are a people almost as 
insufferable as the professed wits. 

< Monsieur St. Evremondhas concluded one of his 

* essays, with affirming, that the last sighs of a hand- 

* some woman are not so much for the loss of her life 

* as of her beauty. Perhaps this raillery is pursued 

* too far, yet it is turned upon a very obvious remark, 
' that a woman's strongest passion is for her own beau- 

* ty, and that she values it as her favorite distinction. 
« From hence it is that all arts, which pretend to ira- 
< prove or preserve it, meet with so general a recep- 

* tion among the sex.. To say nothing of many false 

* helps, and contraband wares of beauty, which are dai- 
' ly vended in this great mart, there is ng^^ ra^den.- 
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< gentlewoman of a good femily in any county of 

* South Britain, who has not heard of the virtues of 
« May-dewy or is unfurnished with some receipt or 

* other in favor of her complexion ; and I have known 

* a physician of learning and sense, after eight years 
' study in the university, and a course of travels into 

* most countries in Europe, owe the first raising of his 

* fortunes to a cosmetic wash. 

* This has given me occasion to consider how so 

< universal a disposition in womankind, which springs 

< from a laudable motive, the desire of pleasing, and pro- 

< ceeds upon an opinion not altogether groundless^ 
« that nature may be helped by art, may be turned to 

* tlicir advantage. And, methiaks, it would be an ac- 

* ceptable service to take them out of the hands of 
« quacks and pretenders, and to prevent their impo- 

* sing upon themselves, by discovering to them the 

* true secret and art of improving beauty. 

' In order to this, before I touch upon it directly, it 
' will be neccssar)' to lay down a few preliminary max* 
' ims, viz. 

' That no woman can be handsome by the force of 
« features alone, any more than she can be witty only 

* by the help of speech. 

' That pride destroys all symmetry and grace, and a^ 
' fectation is a more terrible enemy to fine faces than 

* the small -pox. 

« That no woman is capable of being beautiful who 
' is not incapable of being false. 

< And, that what would be odious in a friend, is de- 

< formity in a mistress. 

' From these few principles, thus laid down, it will 

< be easy to prove, that the true art of assisting beauty 
' consists in embellishing the whole person by the pro- 
« per ornaments of virtuous aud commendable quali- 

< ties. By tlus help alone it is, that those who are the 
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< favorite work of nature, or, as Mr. Dry den expres- 
^ ses it, the porcelain clay of human kind, become ani- 

* mated, and are in a capacity of exerting their charms ; 

* and those who seem to have been neglected by her, 

* like models wrought in haste, are capable in a great 
« measure of finbhing what she has left imperfect. 

* It is, methinks, a low and degrading idea of that 

< sex, which was created to refine the joys and soften 

* the cares of humanity, by the most agreeable parti- 

< cipation, to consider them merely as objects of sight. 
' This is abridging them of their natural extent of pow- 

< er, to put them upon a level with their pictures at 

* Kneller's. How much nobler is the contemplation 

* of beauty heightened by virtue, and commanding our 

* esteem and, love, while it draws our observation ? 

* How faint and spiritless are the charms of a coquette, 

< when compared with the real loveliness of Sophro- , 

* nia's innocence, piety, good humor, and truth ; vir- 

* tues which ^dd a new softness to her sex, and even 
« beautify her beauty I That agreeableness, which 

* must othierwise have appeared no longer in the mo^ 
^ dpst virgin, is now preserved in the tender mother, 

< the prudent friend, and the faithful wife. Colours 

< artfully spread upon canvass may entertain the eye, 
« but not aff^t the heart ; and she who takes no car^. 

< to add to the natural graces of her person any excel- 

* ling (qualities, nxaybe allowed still to, amuse as apic- 

* ture, but not to triumph as a beauty. 

* When Adam is introduced by Milton, describing 

* Eve in Paradise, and relating to the angel the im- 
' pressionshe felt upon seeing her at her first creation, 
^ he does not represent her like a Grecian Venus, by 

* her shape or features, but by the lustre of her mind 
» which shone in them, and gave them theb power of 

* charming. 
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* Grace was in all her steps, heav*!! in her eye, 

* In all her gestures dignity and love ! ~ 

< Without this irradiating power, the proudest faif 

< one ought to know, whatever her glass may tell her 
* to the contrary, that her most perfect features arc 

< uninformed and dead. 

< 1 cannot better close this moral, than by a sHoit 

< epitaph written by Ben Jonson, with a spirit which 

< nothing could inspire but such an object a» I have 

< boen describing. 

' Underneath this stone doth lie 

* As much virtue as could die ; 

* Which when alive did vigour give 

* To as much beauty as could live. 

' I am, Sir, 
* Your most humble servant, 
R R. B. 

No. 34. MONDAY, April $. 

BT ADDISON. 

. ^ Cognatia maciUii similUfera — Juv. Sat 15. 1, 159. 

From spotted skins the leopard does refrain. Tatb. 

HE club of which I am a member is very lucH- 
Jy composed of ^such persons as are engaged in differ- 
ent ways of life', arid deputed as it were out of the most 
conspicuous classes of mankind ; by this means I am 
furnished with the greatest variety of hints and mate- 
rials, and know every thing that passes in the differ- 
ent quarters and divisions, not only of this great city, 
but of the whole kingdom. My readers too have the 
satisfaction to find, that there is no rank or degree a- 
mong them who have not their representative in this 
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club, and that there is always somebody present who 
will take care of their respective interests^ that nothing 
may be written or published to the prejudice or in- 
fringement of their just rights and privileges. 

I last night sat very late in company with this se« 
lect body of friends, who entertained me with several 
remarks which, they and others had made upon these 
my speculations, as^ also with the various success 
which they had met with among their several ranks 
and degrees of readers. Will Honeycomb told me, in 
the softest manner he could, that there were some 
ladies (but for your comfort, says Will, they are not 
those of the. most wit) that were offended at the li- 
berties I had taken with the opera and the puppet- 
show ; that some of them were likewise very much 
surprised that I should think such serious points as 
the dress and equipage of persons of quality proper 
subjects for raillery. 

He was going on, when Sir Andrew Freefiort to<A 
him up short, and told him, that the papers he hinted 
at had done great good in the city, and that all their 
wives and daughters wefe the better for them ; and 
further added, that the whole city thought themselves 
Very much obliged to me for declaring my generous 
intentions t© scourge vice and folly as they appear in a 
multitude, without condescending to be a publisher of 
particular intrigues and cuckoldoms. In short, says 
Sir Andreiv,^ if you avoid that foolish beaten road of 
falling upon aldermen and citizens, and employ your 
pen upon the vanity and luxury of courts, your paper 
must needs be of general use. 

Upon this my friend the TemfUar told Sir Jndrev^ 
that he wondered to hear a man of his sense talk after 
that manner ; that the city had always been the p«>- 
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viDce tor Mire ; and that the witd of lung JChsorles's 
time jested upon nothing else during his^^ whole reign. 
He then shewed, 1^ the examples of HotacO) Juvemdi 
Boileau, and the best writers of every age, that the 
follies of the stage and court had never been account- 
ed too sacred for ridicule, how great soever the per-» 
sons might be that patronized them : but after all,- 
says he, I think your raillery has made too great an 
excursion, in attacking several persons <^ the Inns of 
Court ; and I do not believe you can shew me any pre- 
cedent for your behavior in that particular. 

My good friend Sir Ro^er de Coverieyj whp had 
said nothing all this while, began his speech with a 
pish ! and told us, that he wondered to see so many 
men of sense savery serious upon fooleries. Let our 
good friend, says he, attack every one that deserves 
it : I would only advise you^ Mr. Sfiectator^ sipplying 
himself to me, to take toxt how you meddle with 
country 'squires : they are ^e ornaments of the Eng- 
lish nation ; men of good heads and soulld bodies \ and 
let me tell you, some of them take it ill of you that 
you mention fox^huntera wilh so little respect 

Captain Centry spoke very spariftgly on this occa- 
^on. What he said was only to commend my pru- 
dence in ivot touching upon the army, and advised me 
to continue to act discreetly in that point. 

By this time I found every subject of my specula- 
tions was taken away from me by one or other of the 
club ; and began to thmk myself in the condition of 
the good man that had obe wife who took dislike to 
his grey heirs, and another to his black, till by their 
picking out what each of them had an aversion to, 
they left his head altogether bald and naked. 

IVhile I was thus muring with myself, my worthy 
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friend the clergyman, who, very luckUy for me, was 
at the club that night, undertook my cause. He told 
us, that he wondered any order of persons should think 
themselves too considerable to be advised : that it was 
not quality, but innocence, which exempted men from 
reproof: that vice and folly ought to be attacked 
wherever they could be met with, and especially when 
they were placed in high and conspicuous stations of 
life. He Airther added, that my paper would only 
sen'e to aggravate the pains of poverty, if it chiefly 
exposed those who are already depressed, and in some 
measure turned into ridicule, by thb meanness of their 
conditions and circumstances. He afterwards pro- 
ceeded to take notice of the great use this paper 
might be of to the public, by reprehending tho9c 
vices which are too trivial for the chastisement of the 
law, and too fantastical for the cognizance of the pul- 
{ut : he then advised me to prosecute my undertaking 
with cheerfulness ; and assured me, that whoever 
might be displeased with me, I should be approved 
by all those whose praises do honor to the persons 
on whom they are bestowed. 

The whole club pays a particular deference to the 
cdscourse of this gentleman, and are drawn into what 
he says as much by the candid ingenious munner with 
which he delivers himself, as by the strength of ar- 
gument and force of reason which he makes use 
of. U^ill Honeycomb immediately agreed that what he 
had said was right ; and that, for his part, he wojald 
not insist upon the quarter which he had demanded 
for the ladies. Sir Andrew gave up the city witli the 
same frankness. The Temfilar would not stand out ; 
and was followed by Sir Roger and the Cafitain : who 
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iail agreed that I shouki be at liberty to carry the war 
into whatever quarter I pleased, provided I continued 
to combat with criminals in a body, and to assault the 
vice without hurting the person. 

This debate, which was held for the good of man- 
kind, put me in mind of that which the Roman tri- 
umvirate were formerly engaged in for their destruc- 
tion. Every man at first stood hard for his friend, till 
they found that by this means they should spoil their 
proscription : and at length making a sacrifice of ail 
their acquaintance and relations, furnished out a very 
decent execuuon. 

Having thus tak^ my resolutions to march on 
boldly in the cause of virtue and good sense, and to 
annoy their adversaries in whatever degree or rank 
of men they i^^y be found, I shall be deaf for the fu- 
ture to all the remonstrances thsM; shall be made to me 
Wi this acqoiBit. If Punch grows extravagant, I shall 
reprinxand him very freely : if ^e stage becomes a 
nursery of folly and impertinence, I shall not be afraid 
to animadvert upon it. In short, if I meet with any ' 
thing in city, court, or country, that shocks mo^sty 
or good manners, I shall use ^y utmost endeavors to 
make an example of it. I must, howerer, entreat 
every particular person, who does me the honor to be 
a reader of this paper, never to think himself or any 
of his friends or enemies, aimed at in what is said : 
.for I promise him never to draw a faulty character 
which does not fit at least a thousand people ; or to 
publish a single paper that is not written in the spirit 
of benevolence, and with a love to mankind. C 
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No. 35. TUESDAY, April 10. 

BY ADDISON. 

Jiisu inepto res in^pUor nulla est Mart. 

Nothing so foolish as the laugh of fools. 

XxMONG all kinds of writing, there is none in 
which authors arc nu>re apt to miscarry than in works 
of humor, as there are none in which they are more 
amlHtious to excel. It is not an imagination that teems 
with mrnisters, an head that is filled with extravagant 
conceptions, which is capable of fumislHng the world 
with diversions of this nature ; and yet, if we look into 
the productions of several writerfe, who set up for 
men of huraor, with wild irregular fiancies, what un- 
natural distortions of thought do we meet with ? If 
they speak nonsense^ey believe they are talking hu- 
mor ; and when they have drawn together a scheme 
of absurd inconsistent ideas, they are not able to read 
it over to themselves without laughmg. These poor 
gentlemen endeavor to gain themselves the reputation 
of wits and humorists, by such monstrous conceits as 
almost qualify them for Bedlam; not considering 
that humor should always lie under the check of rea- 
son, and that it requires -the direction of the nicest 
judgment, by so much more as it indulges itself in 
the most boundless freedoms. There is a kind of na- 
ture that is to be observed in this sort of composi- 
tions as well as in all other ; and a certain regularity 
of thought which must discover the writer to be a 
man of sense, at the same time that he appears alto- 
gether given up to caprice. For ray part, when I 
read the delirious miith of an unskilful author, I can- 
not be so barbarous as to divet*t mj^self with it, but am 
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rather apt to pity the man, than to laugh at any thinj 
he writes. 

The deceased Mr. Shad well, who had himself a 
great deal of the talent which I am treating of, repre^ 
sents an empty rake in one of his plays, as very much 
surprised to hear one say, that breaking of windows 
was not humor ; and I question not but several Eng- 
Ibh readers will be as much startled to hear me affirm^ 
that many of those raving incoherent pieces, which 
are often spread among us, under odd chimerical ti- 
tles, are rather the offspring of a distempered brain 
than works of humor. 

It is indeed much easier to describe what is not hu- 
mor than what is ; and very difficult to define it other- 
wise than as Cowley has done wit, by negatives. Were 
I to give my own notions of it, I would deliver them 
after Plato's manner, in a kind of allegory ; and by 
supposing Humor to be a person, deduce to him all 
his qualifications, according to the following genealogy. 
Truth was the founder of the family, and the father of 
Good Sense, Good Sense was the father of IVit^ who 
married a lady of a collateral line, called Mirth^ by 
whom he had issue Humor, Humor therefore, being 
the youngest of this illustrious family, and descended 
from parents of such different dispositions, is very va- 
rious and unequal ii> his temper ; sometimes you see 
him putting on grave looks and a solemn habit, some- 
times dry in his behavior and fantastic in his dress \ 
insomuch, tliat at different times he appears as serious 
as a judge, and as jocular as a Merry Andrew. But 
as he has a great deal of the mother in his constitution, 
whatever mood he is in, he never fails to make liis 
company laugh. 

But since there is an impostor abroad, who takes 
'pon him the name of this young gentleman, ahd 
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would in^ilUngly pass for him in the world ; to the end 
that well-meaning persons may not be imposed upon 
by cheats, I would desire my readers, when they meet 
with this pretender, to look into his parentage, and to 
examine him strictly, whether or not he be remotely 
allied to Truth, and lineally descended from Good 
Senae ; if not, they may conclude him a counterfeit. 
They may likewise distinguish him by a loud and ex- 
cessive laughter, in which he seldom gets his com- 
pany to join with him. For as True Humor generally 
looks serious while every body laughs about him ; 
False Humor is always laughing whilst every body 
•about him looks serious. I shall only add, if he has 
not in him a mixture of both parents, that is, if he 
would pass for the offspring of ^Vi( without Mlrth,^on 
Mirth without Wit, you may conclude him to be alto- 
gether spurious, and a cheat. 

The impostor, of whom I am speaking, descend^ 
originally from Falsehood, who was the mother of 
A'on8€7i8e, who was brought to bed of a son called 
Frenzy, who married one of the daughters of Folly^ 
commonly known by the name of Laughter, on whom 
he begot that monstrous infant of which I have been 
here speaking. I shall set down at length the genea- 
logical table of FaUe Humor, and, at the same time, 
place under it the genealogy of True Humor, that the 
reader may at one view behold their different pedi- 
grees and relations. 

Falsehood. 

Nonsense. 

Frenzy. — Laughter. 

False Humor. 

Truth. 

Good Sense. 

Wit.— MiRTp. 

ilUMOR. 
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I might extend the allegory, by mentioning sevenl 
of the children of False Humor^ who are more in 
number than the sands of the sea, and might in parti- 
cular enumerate the many sons and daughters which 
he has begot in this island. But as this would be a 
very invidious task, 1 shall only observe in general, 
that FalsQ Humor (fiffers from the Trucy as a monkey 
does from a man. 

First of all, he is exceedingly given to little apish 
tricks and buffooneries. 

Secondly^ He so much delights in mimicry, that it 
is all one to him whether he exposes by it vice and 
folly, luxury, and avarice ; or, on the contn^ry, virtue 
and wisdom, pain and poverty. 

Thirdly y He is wonderfully unlucky, insomuch, that 
he will bite the hand that feeds him, and endeavor to 
ridicule both friends and foes indifferently. For hav- 
ing but small talents, he must be merry where he can, 
not where he should. 

Fourthly^ Being entirely void of reason, he pursues 
no point either of morality or instruction, but is ludi- 
crous only for the sake of being so. 

Fifthly y Being incapable of any thing but mock re- 
presentations, his ridicule is always personal, and 
aimed at the vicious m^i, or the writer j not at the 
vice, or at the writing. 

I have here only pointed at the whole species of 
false humorists ; but as one of my principal designs 
in this paper is to beat down that malignant spirit, 
which discovers itself in the writings of the present 
age, I shall not scruple for the future to slhgle out any 
of the small wits that infest the world with such com- 
positions as are ill-natui-ed, immoral, and absurd. This 
is the only exception which I shall make to the ge- 
neral rule 1 have prescribed myself of attacking' 
multitudes : since every honest man ought to look 
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upon himself as in a natural state of war with thte li- 
beller and lampooner, and to annoy them wherever 
they fall in his way. This is but retaliating upon 
them, and treating them as they treat others. C 



No. 36. WEDNESDAY, April 1 1. 

BY STEELE. 

Intmania morutra 
Perferijmis--^^ Virg. JEn. 3. v. 583. 

Things the most out of nature we endure. 

X SHALL not put myself to any further pains 
for this day's entertainment, than barely to publish 
the letters and titles of petitions from the play-house, 
with the minutes I have made upon the latter for my 
conduct in relation to them. 

c Drury^Lanej jifiril 9 th. 
< Upon reading the project which is set forth in 

< one of your late papers, No. 3, of making an alliance 

< between all the bulls, bears, elephants, and lions, 
« which are separately exposed to public view in the 

< cities of London and Westminster ; together with 

< the other wonders, shows, and monsters, whereof 

* you made respective mention in the said specula- 
' tion : we, the chief actors of this play-house, met 

< and sat upon the said design. It is with great de- 
' light that we expect the execution of this work ; 

* and, in order to contribute to it, we have given warn- 
« ing to all our ghosts to get their livelihoods where 

* they can, and not to appear among us after day-break 

< of the 1 6th instant. We are resolved to take this 

* opportunity to part with every thing which does not 
' contribute to the representation of human life ; and 
^ shall make a free gift of all animated utensils to 
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your projector. The hangings you formerly medT- 
tioned are run away ; as are likewise a set of chsdrs, 
each of which was met upon two legs, going through 
the Rose-Tavern at two this morning. We h<^, 
Sir, you will give proper notice to the town that we 
are endeavoring at these regulations ; and that we 
intend for the future to show no monsters, but meu 
who are converted into such by their own indu^iy 
and affectation. If you will please to be at the house 
to-night, you will see me do my endeavor to shei^ 
some unnatural appearances which are iii vogue 
among the polite and well-bred. I am to representj 
in the character of a fine lady dancing, all the dis-* 
tortions which are frequently taken for graces i» 
mien and gesture. This, Sir, is a specimen of the 
method we shall take to expose the monsters which 
come within the notice of a regular theatre ; aod we 
desire nothing more gross may be admitted by you 
spectators for the future. We have cashiered three 
companies of theatrical guards, and design our kings 
shall for the future make love, and sit in council 
without an army ; and wait only your directions, 
whether you will have them reinforce King Porus^ 
or join the troops of Macedon. Mr. Penkethman 
resolves to consult his Pantheon of heathen gods in 
opposition to the oracle of Delphos ; and doubts not; 
but he shall turn the fortunes of Porus, when he 
personates him. I am desired by the company t© 
inform you, that they submit to your censures ; and 
shall have you in greater veneration than Hercules 
was in of old, if you can drive monsters from the thea- 
tre ; and think your merit will be as much greater 
than his, as to convince is more than to conquer. I 
am, Sir, 

< Your most obedient servant, 

< T. D/ 
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^ SIR, 

< When I abquMnt you with the great and unex- 
pected vicissitudes of my fortune, I doubt not but I 
shall obtain your pity and favor. I have for many 
years last past been thunderer to the play-house ; 
and have not only made as much noise out of the 
clouds as any predecessor of mine in the theatre 
that ever bore that character, but also have de- 
scended and spoke oh the stage as the bold Thunder 
in the Rehearsal. When they got me down thus 
low, they thought fit to degrade me further, and 
make me a ghost. I was contented with this for 
these two last winters ; but they carry their tyranny 
still further, and not satisfied that I am banished 
from above ground, they have given me to under- 
stand that I am wholly to depart their dominions, and- 
taken from me even my subterraneous employment. 
Now, Sir, what I desire of you is, that if your under- 
taker thinks fit to use fire-arms, as other authors 
have done in the time of Alexander, I may be a can- 
non against Poms, or else provide for me in the 
burning of Persepolis, or what other method you 
shall think fit. 

* Salmoneus of Covent-Garden.* 

The petition of all the devils of the play-house, in 
behalf of themselves and families, setting forth their 
expulsion from thence, with certificates of their good 
life and conversation, and praying relief. 

The merit of tUa petition referred to Mr,Chr, Eic/r-j 
who rfiade them devifs. 

The petition of the grave-digger in Hamlet, to 
command the pioneers in the expedition of Alexan- 
der. 

Granted. 
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The petition of William Bullock, to be Hephestioii 
to Penketham the Great. 
Granted, 

ADVERTISEMENT. 
* A widow gentlewoman, well born both by father 

* and mother's side, being the daughter of Thomas 
1 Prater, once an eminent practitioner in the law, and 

* of Letitia Tattle, a family well known in all paits of 
' this kingdom, having been reduced by misfortunes 
' to witit on several great persons, and for some time 
' to be tcs^cher at a boarding school of young ladies> 
= giveih riollce to the public, that she hath lately taken 
•■ a lioiise near Bloomsbury-square, commodiously si- 
vluutcd next the fields, in a good air, where •sMs'. 

* teaches all sorts of birds of the loquacious kindS) m 
' parrots, starlings, magpies, and others, to IMtail^ 
' human voices in greater perfection than ever yet was 
' practised. They are not only instructed to pru* 
' nouQce words distinctly, and in a proper tone and ac- 
' cent, but to speak the language with great purity 
^ and volubility of tongue, together with all the fashion- 
' able phrases and compliments now in use either at 
' tea-tables or visiting days. Those that liave good 
« voices may be taught to sing the newest opera airs, 

* and, if required, to speak either Italian or French, 
' paying something extraordinary above the common 
' rates. They whose friends are not able to pay the 

< full prices, 'may be taken as half boarders. She 
' teaches such as are designed for the diversion of the 
■ *• public, and to act in inchanted woods on the theatres, 

* by the great. As she has often observed with much 

* concern how indecent an education is usually given 

< these innocent creatures, which in some measure is 
^ owing to their being placed in rooms next the street, 

* where to the great offence of chaste and tender years, 
' they learn ribbaldry, obscene songs, and immodest 
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< expressions from passengers and icHc people, as 

* also to cry fish and card-matches, wiUi other useless 

* parts of leamuig, to birds who have rich friends, she 

< has fitted up proper and neat apartments for tlTein in 
' the back part of her said house, whei^e she suflers 

* none to approach them but herself, and a servant-maid 

* who is deaf and dumb, and whom she proi ided on 

< purpose to prepare their food and clean sc their cages ; 

* having found by long experience how hard a thing it 
' is for those to keep silence who have the use of 

* speech, and the dangers her scholars are exposed 

* to by the strong impressions that are made by harsh 

< sounds and vulgar dialects. In short, if they are 

* birds of any parts or capacity, . she will undertake 

* to render them so accomplished in the compass of a 

* twelvemonth, that they shall be fit conversation for 

* such ladies as love to choose their friends and com- 

* pariions out of this species.' R, 



No. sr. THURSDAY, April 12. 

BY ADDISON. • 

— JV^on ilia colo calathUve ^Bnervue 

Ftermneaa assueta mawns' Virg. ^n. 7. v. 805. 

Unbred to spinning, in the loom unskiU*d. Drydek. 

OOME months ago, my friend Sir Rogevy being in 
the country, inclosed a letter to me, directed to a cer- 
tab lady, whom I shall here call by the name of Leo- 
nora, and as it contsdned matters of consequence, de- 
sired me to deliver it to her with my own hand. Ac- 
cordingly I waited upon her ladyship pretty early in 
the morning, and was desired by her woman to walk 
into her lady's library till such time as she was in 
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readiness to receive me. The very sound of a la4ffsi 
library gave me a great curiosity to see it ; and as it 
was some time before the lady came to me, I had an 
opportunity of turning over a great many of her books^ 
which were ranged together in a very beautiful order. 
At the end of the folios (which were finely bound and 
guilt) were great jars of China, placed one above ano- 
ther in a very noble piece of architecture. The Quar- ' 
tos were sepamted from the Octavos by a pile of 
smaller vessels, which rose in a delightful pyramid. 
The Octavos were bounded by tea-dishes of all shapes^ 
colors, and sizes, which were so disposed on a wooden 
frame, that they looked like one continued pillar, in- 
dented with the finest strokes of sculpture, and stained- 
with the greatest variety of dyes. That part of the 
library which was designed for the reception of playa 
and pamphlets, and other loose papers, was inclosed 
in a kind of square, consisting of one of the prettiest 
grotesque works that ever I saw, and made up of 
scaramouches, lions, monkeys, mandarines, ti*eeS) 
shells, and a thousand other odd figures in China 
ware. In the midst of the room was a little Japaa 
table, with a quire of guilt paper i^)on it, and on the 
gaper a silver snu£f-box made in the shape of a little 
Book. I found there were several other counterfeit 
books upon the upper shelves, which were carved in 
wood, and served only to fill up the number like fag* 
gots in the muster of a regiment. I was wonderfully 
pleased with such a mixed kind of furniture, as seem- 
ed very suitable both to the lady and the scholar, and 
did not know at first whether I shoul4 &Qcy myself 
in a grotto or in a library. 

Upon my looking into the books, I found there were 
some few which the lady had bought for her own usei 
but that most of them had been got together, either 
because she had heard, them prai^ed> or because she 
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bad seen the authors of them. Among several that I 
examined) I very well remember these that follow : 

Ogilby's Virgil. 

Dryden's Juvenal. 

Cassandra. 

Cleopatra, 

Astraea. 

Sir Isaac Newton^s Works. 

The Grand Cyrus ; with a pin stuck in one of the 
middle leaves. 

Pembroke*s Arcadia. 

I^ocke on Human Understanding ; with a paper of 
f atches in it. 

A Spelling-Book. 

A dictionary for the explanation of hard words. 

Sherlock upon Death, 

The Fifteen Comforts of Matrimony. 

Sir William Temple's Essays. 

Father Mai ebranche's Search after Truth, translated 
into English. 

A book of Novels. 

The Academy of Compliments. 

Culpepper's Midwifery. 

The Lady's Calling. 

Tales in Verse, by Mr. Durfey ; bound in red lea- 
ther, gilt on the back, and doubled down in several 
places. 

All the Classic Authors in wood. 

A set of Elzevirs by the same hand. 

Clelia : which opened of itself in the place that de- 
scribes two lovers in a bower. 

Baker's Chronicle. 

Advice to a Daughter. 

The New Atalantis, witli a key to it- 
Mr. Steel's Christian Hero. 
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A Prayer-Book, with a bottle of Hungary water by 
the side of it. 

Dr. Sacheverers Speech* 

Fielding's Trial. 

Seneca's Morals. 

Taylor's Holy Living and Dying. 

La Ferte's Instructions for Country-dances* 

I was taking a catalogue in my pocket-book of these, 
and several other authors, when Leonora entered; 
and upon my presenting her with the letter from the 
knight, told me, with an unspeakable grace, that she 
hoped Sir Roger was in good health : I answered 
Yes, for I hate long speeches ; and after a bow or tw» 
retired. 

Leonora was formerly a celebrated beauty, and is 
fttill a very lovely woman. She has been a wida-w fov 
two or three yeai*s, and being unfortunate in her first 
matriage, has taken a resolution never to venture upon 
ft second. She has no children to take care of, 2sA 
leaves the management of her estate to my good friend 
Sir Roger-, But as the mind naturally sinks into a kind 
of lethargy, and falls asleep, that is not agitated by 
some favorite pleasures and pursuits, Leonora has 
turned all the passions of her sex into a love of books 
and retirement. She converses chiefly with men, as 
she has often said herself, but it is only in their wri- 
tings ; and admits of very few male visitants, except 
my friend Sir Roger, whom she hears with great plea- 
sure, and without scandal. As her reading has lain 
very much among romances, it has given her a very 
particular turn of thinking, and discovers itself even in 
her house, her gardens, and her furniture. Sir Roger 
has entertained me an hour together with a descrip- 
tion of her country-seat, which is situated in a kind of 
wilderness, about an hundred miles distant fi-om Lon- 
don, and looks likea litUe inchanted palace. The rocks 
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about her are shaped into artificial grottoes covered 
with woodbines and jessamines* The woods are cut 
into shady walks, twisted into bowers, and filled with 
cages of turtles. The springs are made to run among 
pebbles, and by that means taught to murmur very 
agreeably. They are likewise collected into a beauti- 
ful lake, that is inhabited by a couple of swans, and 
empties itself by a little rivulet which runs through 
a green meadow, and is known in the family by the 
name of The fiurling stream. The knight likewise 
tells me, that this lady preserves her game better than 
any of the gentlemen in the country : not says Sir Ro^ 
ger^ that she sets so great a value upon her partridges 
and pheasants as upon her larks and nightingales ; for 
sfee says, that every bird which is killed on her ground 
will spoil a concert) and that she shall certainly miss 
kim the next year. 

When I think how oddly this lady is improved by 
learning, I look upon her with a mixture of admira- 
tion and pity. Amidst these innocent entertainments 
which she has formed to herself, how much more va- 
luable does she appear than those of her sex, who em- 
ploy themselves in diversions that are less reasonable 
.though more in fashion ? What imptx)veinents would 
a woman have made, who is so susceptible of impres- 
dons from what she reads, had she been guided to such 
books as have a tendency to enlighten the understand- 
ing and rectify the passions, as well as to those which 
are of little more use than to divert the imagina- 
tion. 

But the manner of a lady^s employing herself use- 
fully in reading shall be the subject of another paper, 
in which I design to recommend such particular books 
as may be proper for the improvertient of the sex. 
And as this is a subject of a very nice nature, I shall 
desire my correspondents to give me their thoughts 
upon it. ^ J 
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No. »8. FRIDAY, April \S. ; • 

BT STBBLE^ 

.mmm^Cupias nonplacuidse mmis. MAii^f. 

One would not please too mu^* 

A, LATE <jonversation which I fell into, gave-mc 
an opportunity of observing a great deal of bemityin* 
very handsome woman, and as much wit in an ingeiir 
ious man, turned into deformity in the one, and absur* 
dity in the other, by the mere force of afiectation. Th^ 
fair one had something in Wfer person upon which her 
thoughts were fixed, that she attempted to shew tasd- 
v^ntage in every look^ word and gesture. Tlie gea- 
tleman was as diligent to do justice to his fine parts 
*as the lady to her beauteous form : you might see his 
imaginatidnon the stretch to find out something ua- 
comraon, and what they call bright, to entertain her.; 
while she writhed herself into as many different pos- 
tures to engage him. When she laughed, her lips 
were to sever at a greater distance thanordinary to shew 
^t teeth ; her i&a was to point to somewhat at a dis- 
tance, that in the reach she may discover the roundness 
of her arm ; then she is utterly mistaken in what^he 
•saw, falls back, smiles at her own folly, and is so who^ 
ly discomposed, that her tucker is to be adjusted, lier 
^osom exposed, and the whole woman put kito new 
airs and graces. While she Was doing all this, the 
pliant had time to think of something, very pleasant 
to say to her, or make some unkind observation on 
some other lady to feed her vanity. These unhappy 
effects of affectation, naturally led me to look into that 
strange-state of mind which so generally discolourbthe 
i)ehaviotur of most people we meet wfeh* 
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The learned Dr. Burnet, in his theory of tlie earth,- 
tfikes occasion to obseirve, that every thought is attend- 
ed with consciousness and representativeness; the 
mind has nothing presented to it, but what is imme- 
diately followed by a reflection or conscience, which 
tells you whether that which was so presented is 
graceful or unbecoming. This act of the mind disco- 
vers itself in the gesture, by a proper behaviour in 
those, whose consciou^iess goes no further than to di- 
rect them in the just progress of their present thought 
•r action ; but betrays an interruption in every second 
thought, when the consciousness is employed in too 
fondly approving a tnitn's own conceptions ; which 
sort of consciousness is what we csdl affectation. 

As the love of praise is implanted in our bosoms a^ 
a strong incentive to worthy actions, it is a very diffi- 
cult task to get above a desire of it for ^ings that 
should be wholly indifferent. Women, whose hearts 
are fixed upon the pleasure they have in the conscious- 
ness that they are the objects of love and admiration, 
are ever changing the air of their countenances, and al- 
tering the attitude of their bodies, to strike the hearts 
of their beholders with new sense of their beauty. The 
dressing part of our sex, whose minds are ^ san^ 
with the sillier part of the other, are exftctl^in the 
like uneasy condition to be regarded for a well>tied 
cravat, an hat cocked with an unusual briskness, a very 
well-chesen coat, or other instances of merit, which 
4hey are impatient to see unobserved. 

But this apparent affectation, arising from an ill- go- 
verned consciott^essy is not so much to be wondered 
at in such loose and trivial minds as these : but when 
you see it reign in characters of worth and distinction, 
it b what you cannot but lament, not without son^ in- 
dignation. It creeps into the heart of the wise man 
a% well as that of the coxcomb. When you see a rain 

Vol.1. Q ^ ^ 
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of sense look rfwHit^fgrap^laiiaei sid diboover m itdi* 
ing inclinatioa to be QomineBided$ lay tvaps fivaBt* 
tie incmisef even bom those vfaose opteion.lievalues 
in nmhing but hkown laver^ wfaotatt^agunsttlMB 
weakness? or who loiows whedierhe is goitofiQC km* 
not? The beat way to gejt clear f^iuch alight IbndBesa 
for appbuae, is to take sdl possible care to throw c»fip the 
love of it upon occaiakma that are not m themaelras 
laudable, but, as it iq^pears^ we Ik^ for no pruse 
&om them. Of Ma Batm^ are all graces hi mens 
persons, dress, and bodyydeportmefit 9 which wiA na- 
turally be winxHng aad attractiTe if we tlnnk not of 
them, but lose their force in propcutbn to our endea- 
vor to make them such. 

When our consdousness turns upon the main de- 
sign of iife> and oar Uumghts Mre employed upon the 
chief purpose-either in business or pleasure, we shall 
never betray an affectation, for we cannot be guilty of 
it : but when we give the passion for prai&e an unbri- 
dled liberty, our pleasure in little perfectiotts robs us 
of what is due to us for great virtues and worthy qual- 
ities. How many excellent speeches and honest ac- 
tions are lost for want of being indifferent where we 
Ought i^Men are oppressed with regard to their way 
of speakmg and acting, instead of havmg then- thoughts 
bent upon what thejr should do or say ; and by that 
means bury a capacity for great things, by their fear 
of failing in indifferent things. This, perhaps, csamo^ 
be called affectation, but it has some tincture of it, at 
least so far as that their fear of erring in a thbg of no 
consequence, argues they would be too much pleased 
in performing it. 

It is only from a thorough disregard to himself in 
sud| particulars, that a man can act with a laudable 
sufficiency: his heart is fixed upon one pcantinview: 
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«nd he cemimli no ^ennors^ because h« thinks iK^hing 
an errar.biit what dearipte» from Aatiotention. 
: The^nld iu^oc afiectatiaii»ni«kjes in that paH of the 
«rorid which should be most polite, ift /visible whei*ever 
me tiim our ef es ; it pushes men not only mto itni^r-' 
-tmences in conirer8atioB>hut also in their premedita- 
ted speeches. At the har it torments the bench, whoatis 
business it is to cut of idl superfluities in what is spo- 
Jken before it by the prsMstkioner ; as well as several 
little pieces of injustice which arise from the law it- 
self. I have seen it make a man run from the purpose 
before a judge, who was, when at the bar himself, so 
close and logical a pleader, that, with all the pomp of 
eloquence in his power, he never spoke a word too 
much. 

' It might be bCtire even nci^et Inn i^oftcr. I^G§pds 
the pulpit itself; and the declaimer, in that sacred place 
is frequently so impertinently witty, speaks of the last 
day itself with so many quaint phrases, that there is no 
man who understands raillery but must resolve to ^ 
no more ; nay, you may behold him sometimes in pray- 
er, for a proper delivery of the great truths he is to 
Utteri humble himself with so very well-turned a 
phrase, and mention his own unworthiness in- a way so 
very becoming, that the air of the pretty gentleman is 
preserved under the lowliness of the preacher. 

I shall end this with a short letter I writ the other 
* day to a witty man, over-run with the fault I am speak* 
ing of. 

< DEAR SIR, 

• I spent some time with you the other day, and must 
* take the liberty of a friend to tell you of the unsuffer- 
f able affectation you are g^ty of in all you say and do. 
When I gave you an hii^r it, you asked me \ftiether 
s^man is to ^ cold to what his friends tlunk of him T 
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< No ; but pmse is not tabe theentettaiiiiti^t (^«i^eiy 
' moment ; be that hopes for it must be able to«iispend 

< the possession of it tiliproiperpenod&o£life»ori!eath 
' itself. If you would not rather be commended Uian 

< be praise-worthy, contemn littie meiits ; and alloir 

< no man to be so free witti you as to praise you to 
« your face, your vaiuty by this means will want its 

< £ood. At the same time your passkm ^r esteent 

< will be more fully gratified ; men will praise you Hi^ 
,* their actions ; where you now receive one compli- 

< ment, you will then receive twenty civilities. Till 

< Ijhen you will never have of either, further than, Sir, 

R- ♦ Your humble servsou.' 



No. 52. SATURDAY, ApriTU. 

BY ADDISON. 

Jl^taJh'OfUt placectm genua irritainle vatim, 

eumsaibQ. ' Hon. Ep. 2. 1. 2. v. 10^. 

- ImITJlTED. 

Much do I suffer, much to keep in peace ' * 

This jealous, waspish, wrong-head, rh3ahing race. I^xpe. 



A. 



.S a perfect tragedy is the noblest production of 
human nature, so it is capable of giving the mind oije^ 
of the most delightful and most improving entertain- 
ments. A virtuous man, says Seneca, struggling with 
misfonunes, is such a spectacle as gods might look 
upon with pleasure ; and such'a pleasure it is which 
one meets with in the representation of a well- written 
tragedy. Diversions of this kind wear out of our 
thoughts every thing that is mean and little. They 
cheri^ and cultivate th'alBpmanity which is the or- 
nament of our nature. They soften insolence, sooth 
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ttflttciloo, and suMae the mikid to the dispensations of 
pnxndsnce* 

It is no wonder) therefore) that> in all the polite na« 
turns of die worid, this part of the drama has met with 
pul)lic;eiK:oun^;ement. 

The modem tragedy excels diat of Greece and 
Rome in the intricacy and disposition of the fable ; 
but, what a Ghtisitian writer would be ashamed toown> 
fiidls infinitely short of it in the moral part of the per- 
formance. 

This I may shew more at large hereafter ; and> kx 
the mean time, that I may contribute something to- 
wards the improvement of the English tragedy, I 
shall take notice in this and in other following p^ers, 
of some particular parts in it that seem liable to ex- 
ception. 

Aristotle observes, that the Iambic verse in the 
Greek tongue was the most proper for tragedy ; be- 
cause, at the same time that itiifted up the diacourto 
from prose, it was that which approached nearer to it 
than any other kind of verse. For says he, we may 
observe that men in ordinary ^scoivae very often speak 
Iambics, without taking notice of it We may make 
the same observation of our {Inglish blank verse*^ 
which often enters i^to our common discourse, though 
we do not attend to it ; and is such a due n^edium be* 
tweeo rhyme and prose, that it seems wonderfully 
adapted to tragedy. I am, therefore, very much of-, 
fended when I see a play in rhyme ; which is as ab;5ur4 
in English as the tragedy of Hexameters would hay^^ 
been in Greek or I^atin. The solecism is, I think, 
still greater in those piays that have some scenes in. 
rhyme and some in blank verse, which are to be look- ^ 
ed upon as two several languages ; or where we see 
some particu^ /** similies dignified with rhyme, at tiie^, 
«anve time that everything about them lies in blank 
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Verse. I would hot, however, debar the poet ftoto 
concludmg his tragedy, or, if he pleases, every act of 
it, with two or three couplets, which may have'tlie 
same effect as an air in the Italian opera after a Ioi»g 
recitativo^ and give the actor a graceful exit. Btesides 
that, we see a diversity of numbfers in some parts c^the 
old ti'agedy, in order to hinder the ear from being tired 
with the same continued modulation of voice. - For 
the same reason I do not dislike the speeches in our 
English tragedy that close with 2i Hemisfith, or half 
verse, notwithstanding the person who speaks afl«r it 
begins a new verse, without filling up the pi*fece<fefig 
one ; nor with abrupt pauses and breakhigs-off in ^c 
middle of a verse, when they humor any passion that 
is expressed by it. 

Since I Am upon this Subject, I must observe that 
our English poets have succeeded much better in the 
style than in ^c sentiments of their tragedies. Their 
language i«Tery o£ten noble and sonorous, but the 
sense eiilver very trifling or very common. On the 
contrary, in the ancient tragedies, and indeed in -those 
of Cor7tcclie and Radne^ though the expressions are 
very great, it is the thought that bears them up and 
swells them. . For my own part I prefer a noble Sen- 
• timent t^iat is depi'essed with homely language, mli- 
nitely before a vulgar one that is blown up with aUthe 
sound and energy of expression. Whether this de- 
fect in our tn^edies may arise from vrant of genius, 
knowledge, or experience in the writers, of from their 
compliance with the vicious taste of tiieir readers, who 
are better judges of the language than of the senti- 
ments, and consequently relish the one more than the 
other, I cannot determine. But I believe it might 
rectify the conduct both of the one and of the other, if 
the writer laid down the whole contctture of his dia- 
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]Qgue in. plwn EtigUsh before he turned it into blank 
'v^irse ; and if the deader, after the perusal of a scene, 
woukl.coQsider the naked thought of every speech in 
it, when divested* of all its tragic ornaments : by this 
means, without being imposed upon by words, we may 
judge impartially of -the thought, and consider whe- 
ther k be natural or-great enough for the person that 
- jiitters it, whether it deserves to shine in such a blaze 
of eloquence, or shew itself in such a variety of lights, 
<as are gaierally made use of by the writers of our En- 
gUsh tragedy. 

< I must in the next place observe^ that when our 
thoughts are great and just, they are often obscured 
by the sounding phrases, hard metaphors, and forced 
expressions, in which they are clothed. Shakespeare 
, i^ often very faulty in this particular. There is a fine 
observation in Aristotle to this purpose, which I have 
never seen quoted. The expression, says he, ought to 
be very much laboured in the unactive parts of the fa- 
ble, as in descriptions, similitudes, narrations, and the 
like ; in which the opinions^ manners, and passions of 
men are not represented ; for these (naniely, the opin- 
ions, manners, and passions) are apt to be obscured by 
pompous phrases and elaborate expressicms. Horace, 
^ wh9 copied most of his criticisms £^ter Aristotle, seems 
to have had his eye on the foregoing rule, in the fol- 
lowing vei'sest 

£t tragicua pl^riwique dokt aermme fitdeatri : 
Telefihus €t PeletiSy cum fiaufter et exul lUerqtie^ 
ProjUU amfiiUlaa et aeaquifiedaKa -verboy 
Si curat cor apectantia tetigiaae querela* 

Ars. Poet, v, 95. 
Tragedians too lay by their state to grieve ; 
Peleus and Telephus, exil'd and poor, 
Forgot their swelling and gigantic words. 
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Among our modeni Ea^k p^^te^ tteve is 
who was better turned fen: tragedy tl^oi Lee, if^ Ifi'^ 
8|ead of feroring tbe tii^Metuo«ty»f tis gi^iii&s, he hmd 
restruaed it, iaod kept it within its pn^per bomHis^ 
His thoughts are wonderfully suited to trageify^ but 
frequently lost in such a cloud of words, tiMit it is hard 
to see the beauty of them : there is sn ii^nite fire la 
his works, but so involved m smoke, tl»t it cbes liot 
appear in half its lustre* He frequently sijicceeds in 
the passionate parts of the tragedy, but more pard* 
cularly where he slackens his efforts, and eases l3te 
style of those ejuthets and metaphors in which he so 
much abounds* What can be more natural, more 
soft, or more passionate, thaA that line in S|atira*s 
speech, where she describes the charms (^ Alexan^ 
der's conversation I 

Then he vH)uld talk^^G.ood god9 ! how he watild 
talk I 

That unexpected break in the line, and turning the 
description of his manner of talking into an admiration 
of it, is inexpressibly beautiful, and wonderfully suited 
to the fond character of the person that speaks it. 
There is a simplicity in the words that outshines the 
"Utmost pride of expression. 

Otway has followed nature in the language of his 
tragedy, and therefore shines in the j^assioijiate parts 
more than any of our English poets. As there is 
something ^miliar and domestic in the fable of his 
tragedy, more than in those of any other poet, he haa 
little pomp, but great force in his expressions. For 
which reason, though he has admirably succeeded in 
the tender and meltbg part of his tragedies, he some- 
times falls into too great a familiarity of phrase in. 
those partSi wbichi by Ari^totie'3 rule, ought to have 
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Iteeii vmeA and si^orted bf the digoi^ of expres- 
sion. 

. It has been d>served hy others, that this poet hai 
fbuuded his tragedy of Venice Freserved'on so strong 
a plot, that the greatest characters in it are those of 
rebels and traitors. Had the hero of his play dis- 
covered the same good qualities in the defence of his 
country that he showed for its ruin and subversion^ 
t^e audience could not eiu>ugh pity and admire him : 
but asr he is now represented, we can only say of him, 
ivhat the Roman historian says of Cataline, that his 
ftdl would have been glorious fai firo fiatria sic con- 
cidisMtiJ had he so fallen in the service of his country. 

No. 40. MONDAY, April 16. 

BY ADMSON. 
wf c ne forte putesj we, qua facer e ipse recusept, 
C m recte tractent alii, laudare maligne • 
lUeper extentum fvnem nd/d posse videtur 
Irepoeta, tnewn qui pectus inaniter angit^ 
Irritat, mulcetf falsis terroribus implet, 
JtTt magus ; et modo me Thebis, modo ponit Mhenis, 

Hon, E^: 1. 1. 3. r. 208. 

IMITATED. 

Yet lest you think I rally more than teach> 

Or praise malignly arts I cannot reach, 

Let n^e for on<y presume t'instruct the times, • 

To know the poet from the man of rhymes. 

'Tis he who gives my breast a thousand pains. 

Can make me feel each passion that he feigns -, 

Enrage, compose, with more than magic art. 

With pity, and with terror, tear my heart ; 

And snatch me o'er the earth, or through the air. 

To Thebes, to Athens, when he will, and where. Pope. 

X HE English writers of tragedy'are possessed 
with a notion, that when they represent a virtuous or 
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jnnocent perstm in distress, they, ought ,not to lesrve 
him till they have delivered him out of his troublej^ 
or made him triumph over his oaemi^s. This ^rcar 
they have been led hxto by a ridiculous doctrine in 
modem criticism, that they are d>Uged to an equal 
distribution of rewards and punishments) and soi kit* 
partial execution of poetical justice (aj. Who were 
the first that establkhed this rule, I know not ; but I 
am sure it has no foundation m nature, in reason, or in 
the practice of the ancients. We find that good and 
evil happen alike to all men on #i&s side the gr^^ve $ 
^d as the principal design of tragedy- is to raise eont* 
miseration and terror in the minds of the audienoci 
we shall defeat this great end, if we always make vii^ 
^e and innocence happy and successful. Whaxevet 
•n>&&es SJ^ dk^ppeintiBem»-» %m4^ mm^mlS&Nt'm 
the body of the tragedy« they will make but small im? 
pr^ssion on our minds when we know that in the last 
act he is to arrive at the end of his wishes and desii^es. 
When we see him engaged in the depth of his af- 
flictions, we are apt to comfort ourselves, because we 
are sure he will find his way put of them; and that 
his grie^ how great soever it may be at present} wiQ 
^oon terminate in gladness. For this ri^swon the anr 
dent writers .of tragedy treated men in their plays i^ 
they are dealt with in the world, by making virtue 
sometimes happy and sometimes m^r^ble, as thi^ 
found it in the fable which they made choice oft or as 
it might ajffect their audience in the most agreeable 
manner. Aristotle considers the tragedies that wete 
written in either of these kinds, and observes, that 
those which ended unhappily had sJways pleased the 
p;eople, and carried away the priase/m the public im- 
putes of the stage, from those that ended happij^ 
Terror and commiseratipn leave a plfpasing anguish 
in.the mind ; and fix Uie au^b»ic€ m such a s^mni 
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composure of thought^ .as is mueh more HisliBg and 
^ligkt^l than ouy tittle tnmsieni start of joy and sa* 
tisfection, AGCordingly, we find, that more of oiir 
English tragedies have succeeded, in which the fe* 
sorites of the audience sink under their calamities^ 
than those in which they recover themselves out of 
them. The best plays of this kind are, The Orfihan^ 
Venice Preserved^ Jilexander the Great, Theodosiu^ 
Mfor Love, Oedifiw, Orwrnoko^ OtheUos Jic. ^ng 
hear is an admirable tragedy of the same kind, as 
Shakespeare wrote it ; but as it is reformed according 
to the chimeiical notion of poeticed justice, in mjf 
bumble opinion it has lost half its beauty. At the 
«a«ne time I must ^ow» that there are very noMe 
tragedies which have been framed upon the othet 
' ^an, aad have eiKied happily ; as mdeed most of the 
good tragedies which hah^e been written asce tibe 
starting of the above-mentioned criticism have tak^i. 
this turn : as, 75ir Mmming JBride^ Jhmerkme^ 
Ulysses, Phadra and HififioHtusj wkh moat of Mr. ^ 
Dryden's. I must idso allow, that many of Shakse^ 
peare's, and several of the celebrated trs^ecfies of an- 
tiquity, are cast in the same form. 1 do not therefore 
jdispute against this way of writing tragedies, but 
against the cridcism that would estal^sh this as the 
dfly method ; and by that means would very much 
cramp the English tragedy, and perhaps give a wrong 
bent to the genius of our writers. 

The tragi-comedy, which is the product of the 
English theatre, is one of the most monstrous inven- 
ti<»s that ever entered into a poet's thoughts. An 
author might as well think of weaving the adventures 
of J£neas and Hudibras into one poem, as of writing 
-fittch a moUey piece of mirth and sorrow. But the 
s^surdity of these performimces is so very viuble^that 
*I shall not insist upon! it; 
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The same objections which are made to tragi-co- 
medy, may, in some measure, be applied to all trage- 
dies that have a double plot in them, which are like- 
wise more frequent upon the English stage than upoa 
any other ; for though the grief of the audience, in such 
performances, be changed into another passion, as v^ 
tragi- comedies, it is diverted upon another object, 
which weakens their concern for the principal action, 
and breaks the tide of sorrow, by throwing it into dif- 
ferent channels. This inconvenience, however, m^ 
in a great measure be cured, if not wholly removed^ 
by the skilful choice of an under-plot, which m^y bear 
such a near relation to the principal design, as to con- 
tribute towards the completion of it, and be concluded 
: by the same catastrophe. 

There is also another particular, which may be 
reckoned among the blemishes, or rather the false 
beauties, of our English tragedy : I mean those par- 
ticular speecfies which are commonly known by the 
name of rants. These warm and passionate parts of a j 
tragedy are always the most taking witbthe swdience ; 
for which reason we often see the players prono\Hic=- ' 
ing, in all the violence of action, several parts of the 
tragedy which the author writ with great temper, and 
designed that they should have been so acted. I have 
seen Powell very often raise himself a loud clap by 
this artiice. The poets that were acquainted witii 
this secret, have given frequent occasion for such 
emotions in the actor, by adding vehemence to words 
where there was no passion, or inflaming a real passion 
into fustian. This hath filled the mouths of our he- 
roes with bombast ; and given them such sentiments^ 
as proceed rather from a swelling than a gTcatness 
of mind. Unnatural exclamations, curses, vows, blas- 
phemies, a defiance of mankind, and an outraging of 
*he gods, frequenUy pass up^n the audience fo* tovveir- 
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ing thoughts, and have accordingly met with infinite 
applause. 

I shall here add a remark, which I am afraid our 
tragic writers may make an ill use of. As our he- 
roes are generally lovers, their swelling and blustering 
upon the stage very much recommends tliem to the 
fair part of their audience. The ladies are wonderfully 
pleased to see a man insulting kings, or affronting the 
gods in OKO scene, and throwing himself at the feet of 
his mistress in another. Let him behave himself in- 
solently towards the men, and abjectly towards the 
fair-one, and it is ten to one but he proves a favorite 
of the boxes. Dryden and Lee, in several of their 
tragedies, have practised this secret with good suc- 
cess. 

But to shew how a rant pleases beyond the most 
just and natural thought that is not pronounced with 
vehemence, I would desire the reader, when he sees 
the tragedy of Oedipus, to observe how quietly the 
hero is dismissed at the end of the third act, after 
having pronounced the following lines, in which the 
thought is very natural, and apt to move compassion : 

To you, good gods, I make my last appeal ; 

Or clear my virtues, or my crimes reveal. 

If in the maze of fate I blindly run, 

And backward tread those paths I sought to shun ; 

Impute my errors to your own decree : 

My hands are guilty, but my heart is free. 

Let us then observe with what thunder-claps of ap- 
plause he leaves the stage, after the impieties and ex- 
ecirations at the end of the fourth act ; and you will 
wonder to see an audience so cursed and so pleased 
at the same time : 

Vol. I R 
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O that as oft I have at Athens seen, 

[] Where byi the nvay^ there was no stage till many 
years after Oedi/izis.'] 
The stage arise, and the big clouds descend ; 
So now, in very deed, I might behold 
This pond'rous globe, and all yon marble roof, 
Meet like the hands bf Jove, and crush mankind : 
For all the elements, &c. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 
< Having spoken of Mr. Powell, as sometimes rais- 
^ ing himself applause from the ill taste of an au- 
* dience ; I must do him the justice to own, that he 
' is excellently formed for a tragedian, and, when he 
' pleases, deserves the admiration of the best judges ; 
^ as I doubt not but he will in The Conquest of Mcx- 

< /co, which is acted for his own benefit to-morrow 

< night/ C 



No. 41.. TUESDAY, April 1 7. 

BY STEELE. 

~Tm iwn inventa reperta es. 

Ovid. Met. 1. l.v. 654. 

So found, is worse tlian lost. Addison. 

V-/OMP ASSIGN for the gentleman who writes tlie 
following letter, should not prevail upon me to fall 
upon the fair sex, if it were not that I find they are 
frequently fairer than they ought to be. Such im- 
postors are^not to be tolerated in civil society : and I 
think his misfortune ought to be made public, as a 
warning for other men always to examine into wliat 
they admire. 
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* SIR, 

^ Supposing you to be a person of general know- 

* ledge, I make my application to you on a very parti- 

* <ular occasion. I have a great mind to be rid of my 

* wife, and hope, when you consider my case, you will 

* be of opinion I have very just pretensions to a di- 

* vorce. I am a mere man of the town, and have very 
' little improvement but what I have got from plays. 
' I remember in the Silent Woman^ the learned Dr. 
' Cutberd, or Dr. Otter, I forgot which, makes one 

* of the causes of separation to be error fiersona^ when 
^ a man marries a woman, and finds her not to be the 

* same woman whom he intended to marry, but ano- 
' then. If that be law, it is, I presume, exactly my 

* case. For you are to know, Mr. Sfiectator^ that there 

< are women who do not let their husbands see their 

* faces till they are married. 

* Not to keep you in suspense, I mean plainly that 
^ part of the sex who paint. They are some of them 

< so exquisitely skilful in this way, that give them but 

* a tolerable pair of eyes to set up with, and they will 

* make bosom, lips, cheeks, and eyebrows by their 
'" own industry. As for my dear, never man was so 
' enamoured as I was of her fair forehead, neck, and 

* arms, as well as the bright jet of her hair ; but, to 

* my great astonishment, I find they were all the ef- 

* fects of art : her skin is so tarnished with this prac- 

* tice, that when she first wakes in the morning, she 

* scarce seems young enough to be the mother of her 

< whom I carried to bed the night before. I shall 

* take the liberty to part with her by the first oppor- 

* tunity, unless her father will make her portion suit- 

* able to her real, not her assumed, countenance. This 

< I thought fit to let him and her know by your means. 

' I am Sir, your most obedient, 
^ humble servant.* . 
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I cannot lell what the law or the parents of the lady 
will do for this injured gentleman, but must allow he 
has very much justice on his side. I have indeed very 
long observed this evil, and distinguished those of our 
women who wear their own, from those in borrowed 
complexions, by the Picts and the British. There 
does not need any great discernment to judge which 
are which. The British have a lively animated as- 
pect ; the Picts, though never so beautiful, have dead 
uninformed countenances. The muscles of a real 
face sometimes swell with soft passion, sudden sur- 
prise, and are flushed with agreeable confusions, ac- 
cording as the objects before them, or the ideas pre- 
sented to them, affect their imagination. But the 
Picts behold all things with the same air, whether 
they are joyful or sad ; the same fixed insensibility ap- 
pears upon all occasions. A Pict, though she ta}&es 
all that pains to invite the approach of lovers, is obliged 
to keep them at a certain distance ; a sigh in a lan- 
guishing lover, if fetched too near her, would dissolve 
a feature ; and a kiss, snatched by a forward one, 
might transfer the complexion of the mistress to tlie 
admirer. It is hard to speak of these false fair-ones 
without saying something uncomplaisant ; but I would 
only recommend to them to consider how they like 
<x>ming into a room new painted : they may assure 
themselves, the near approach of a lady who uses this 
practice is much more offensive. 

J'Vill Honeycomb told us one day an adventure he 
once had with a Pict. This lady had wit, as well as 
beauty, at will ; and made it her business to gain 
hearts, for no other reason but to rally the torments of 
her lovers. She would make great advances to en- 
snare men, but without any manner of scruple break 
off when there was no provocation. Her ill-nature 
"nd vanity made my friend very easily proof against 
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the charms of her wit and conversation ; but her 
beauteous form, mstead of being blemished by her 
falsehood and inconstancy, every day increased upon 
him, and she had new attractions every time he saw 
her. When she observed Will irrevocably her slave, 
she began to use him as such, and, after many steps 
towards such a cruelty, she at last utterly banished 
him. The unhappy lover strove in vain, by servile 
epistles, to revoke his doom ; till at length he was 
forced to take the last refuge, a round sum of money 
to her maid. This corrupt attendant placed him 
early in the morning behind the hangings in her mis- 
tress's dressing room. He stood very conveniently to 
observe, without being seen. The Pict begins the 
face she designed to wear that day ; and I have heard 
him protest she had worked a full half hour before 
he knew her to be the same woman. As soon as he 
• saw the dawn of that complexion for which he had so 
long languished, he thought fit to break from his con- 
cealment, repeating that of Cowley : 

Th' adorning thee with so much art, 

Is but a barb'rous skill ; 
'Tis like the pois'ning of a dart, 

Too apt before to kill. 

The Pict stood before him in the utmost confusion, 
with the prettiest smirk imaginable on the finished 
side of her face, pale as ashes on the other. Honey- 
' comb seized all her gallipots and washes, and carried 
off his handkerchief full of brushes, scraps of Spanish 
wool, and phials of unguents. The lady went into the 
country ; the lover was cured. 

It is certain no faith ought to be kept with cheats ; 
and an oath made to a Pict is of itself void. I would 
therefore exhort all the British ladies to single t hem 
out j nor do I know any but Lindamira who should be 
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exempt from discovery ; for her own complexion is 
so delicate, that she ought to be allowed the covering 
of it with paint, as a punishment for choosing to be 
the worst piece of art extant, instead of the master- 
piece of nature. As for my part, who have no expec- 
tations from women, and consider them only as they 
are part of the species, I do not half so much fear of- 
fending a beauty as a woman of sense ; I shall therer 
fore produce several faces which have been in public 
these many years and never appeared. It will be a 
very pretty entertainment in the play-house (when I 
have abolished this custom, to see so many ladies, 
when they first lay it down, incog, in their own faces. 

In the mean time, as a pattern for improving their 
charms, let the sex study the agreeable Statira. Her 
features are enlivened with the cheerfulness of her 
mind, and good humor gives an alacrity to her eyes. 
She is graceful without affecting an air, and uncon- 
cerned without appearing careless. Her having no 
manner of art in her mind, makes lier want none in 
her person. 

How like is this lady, and how unlike is a Pict, to 
that description Dr. Donne gives of his mistress ? 

Her pure and eloquent blood 

Spoke in her cheeks, and so distinctly wrought, 
That one would almost say her body thought. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 
* A young gentlewomwi, of about nineteen years of 

< age (bred in the family of a person of quality, lately 

* deceased), who paints the finest flesh-colpr, wants a 

* place, and is to be heard of at the house of Mynheer 
« Grotesque, a Dutch painter in Barbican. 

< A* B, She is also well-skilled in the drapery-part, 

* and puts on hoods, and mixes ribbands, so as to suit 

< the colors of the face with great art and success.' R 
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No. 42. WEDNESDAY, April 18. 

BY ADDISON. 

Ckirganum muffire putea nemua, aut mare iuscuni ,- 
Tanto cum strepitu Itidi spectantur, et artes, 
J}ivifi(eque perlgrintg ; quibua obUtus actor * 

Cum stetit in sceiia, concurrit ilextei^a leva, 
jyixit ad/tuc aUqidd? JVil suite. . Quid placet ergo ? 
Lana tareiitino violas imitata veneno. 

HoR. Ep. 1. L 2. V. 202. 

IMITATED. 

Loud as the wolves, on Orca*s stormy steep, 

Uowl to the roaring's of the northern deep : 

Such is the shout, the long applauding note. 

At Qiiin's high plume, or Oldfield's petticoat ; 

Or when from court a birth-day suit bestow'd. 

Sinks the lost actor in the tawdry load. 

Booth enters — hark ! the universal peal !— 

But has he spoken \ — Not a syllable-— 

What shook the stage, and made the people stare, — 

Cato's long wig, flowVd gown, and lacquer'd chair. 

Pope. 

J^ RISTOTLE has observed, that ordinary writers 
in tragedy endeavor to raise terror and pity in their 
audience, not by proper sentiments and expressions^ 
but by the dresses and decorations of the stage. There 
is something of this kind very ridiculous in the English 
theatre. When the author has a mind to terrify us, it 
•thunders ; when he would make us melancholy, the 
stage is darkened. But among ail our tragic artifices J 
I am the most offended at those which are made use 
of to inspire us with magnificent ideas of the persons 
that speak. The ordinary method of making an hero, 
is to clap a huge plume of feathers upon his head, 
which rises so very high, that there is often a greater 
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length from his chin to the top of his head than to 
the sole of his foot. One would believe that we 
thought a great man and a tall man the same thing. 
This very much embarrasses the actor, who is forced 
to hold his neck extremely stiff and steady all the 
while he speaks ; and notwithstanding any anxieties 
which h^ pretends for his mistress, his country, or his 
friends, one may see by his action, that his greatest 
care and concern is to keep the plume of feathers 
from falling off his head. For my own part, when I 
see a man uttering his complaints under such a moun- 
tain of feathers, I am apt to look upon him rather as 
an unfortunate lunatic than a distressed hero. As 
these superfluous ornaments upon the head make a 
great man, a princess generally receives her gran- 
deur from those additional incumbrances that fall into 
her tail : I mean the broad sweeping train that fol- 
lows her in all her motions, and finds constant employ- 
ment for a boy who stands behind her to open and 
spread it to advantage. I do not know how others 
are affected at this sight, but I must confess my eyes 
are wholly taken up with the page's part ; and as for 
the queen, I am not so attentive to any thing she speaks, 
as to the right adjusting of her train, lest it should 
chance to trip up her heels, or incommode her, as she 
walks to and fro upon the stage. It is, in my opinion, 
a very odd spectacle, to see a queen venting her pas- 
sion in a disordered motion, and a little boy taking 
care all the while that they do not rufHe the tzdl of her 
gown. The parts that the ,two persons act on the 
stage at the same time are very different : the princess 
is afraid lest she should incur the displeasure of the 
king her father, or lose the hero her lover, whilst her 
attendant is only concerned lest she should entangle 
lier feet b her petticoat. 
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We are told that an ancient tragic poet, to move the 
pity of his audience for his exiled kings and distressed 
heroes, used to make the actors represent them in 
dresses and clothes that were thread-bare and decayed. 
This artifice for moving pity seems as ill contrived as 
that we have been speaking of, to inspire us with a 
great idea of the persons introduced upon the stage. 
In short, I would have our conceptions raised by the 
dignity of thought and sublimity of expression, rather 
than by a train of robes or a plume of feathers. 

Another mechanical method of making^ great men, 
and adding dignity to kings and queens, is to accom- 
pany them with halberts and battle-axes. Two or 
three shifters of scenes, with the two candle-snuffers, 
make up a cofhplete body of guards upon the English 
stage ; and by the addition of a few porters dressed in 
red coats, can represent above a dozen legions. I 
have sometimes seen a couple of armies drawn up to- 
gether upon the stage, when the poet has been dis- 
posed to do honor to his generals. It is impossible 
for the reader's imagination to multiply twenty men 
into such prodigious multitudes, or to fancy that two 
©r three hundred thousand soldiers are fighting in a 
room of forty or fifty yards in compass. Incidents of 
such a nature should be told, not represented. 

— — JVbn tamen intua 

Digna gem firomea in acenam: multaque toiler 

Ex ocuUay qua mox narret facundia firaaena. 

HoR. Ars. Poet. v. 182. 

Yet there are things improper for a scene, 
Which men of judgment only will relate. 

Roscommon. 

I should therefore, in this particular, recommend 
to my countrymen the example of the French stage> 
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where the kings and queens always appear unattended', 
and leave their guards behind the scenes. I should 
likewise be glad if we imitated the French in banish- 
ing from our stage the noise of drums, trumpets, and 
huzzas ; which is sometimes so very great, that when 
there is a battle in the Hay- Market theatre, one may- 
hear it as far as Charing-Cross. 

I have here only touched upon those particulars 
which are made use of to raise and aggrandize the 
persons of a tragedy ; and shall shew in another paper 
the several expedients which are practised by authors 
of a vulgar genius to move terror, pity, or admiration 
in their hearers. 

The tailor and the painter often contribute to the 
success of a tragedy more than the poet. Scenes af- 
fect ordinary minds as much as speeches ; and our 
actors are very sensible, that a well-dressed play has 
sometimes brought them as full audiences as a well- 
written one. The Italians have a very good phrase 
to express this art of imposing upon the spectators by 
appearances : they call it the Fourberia delta scenoy 
' The knavery or trickish part of the drama.' But 
however the show and outside of the tragedy may 
work upon the vulgar, the more understanding part 
of the audience immediately see through it, and de- 
spise it. 

A good poet will give the reader a more lively idea 
of an army or a battle in a description, than if he ac- 
tually saw them drawn up in squadrons and battalions, 
or engaged in the confusion of a fight. Our minds 
should be opened to great conceptions, and inflamed 
with glorious sentiments, by what the actor speaks, 
more than by what he appears. Can all the trappings 
or equipage of a king or hero give Brutus half that 
pomp and majesty which he receives from a few lines 
'-" Shakespeare ? C 
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No. 43. THURSDAY, April 19. 

BY STEELE. 
Ha tibi erunt artes ; pacisque imponere morem, 
Parcere subjectis, et debellare superbos. 

ViRG. -En. 6. T. 853. 
Be tliese thy arts ; to bid contention cease, 
Chain up stern war, and give the nations peace ; 
O'er subject lands extend the gentle sway. 
And teach with iron rod the haughty to obey. 

X HERE are crowds of men, whose great misfor- 
tune it is that they were not bound to mechanic arts 
or trades ; it being absolutely necessary for them to be 
led by some continual task or employment. These 
are such as we commonly call dull fellows ; persons 
who, for want of something to do, out of a certain va 
cancy of thought, rather than curiosity, are ever med- 
dling with things for which they are unfit. I cannot 
give you a notion of them better than by presenting 
you with a letter from a gentleman, who belongs to a 
society of this order of men, residing at Oxford. 

Oxford, April 13, 1711. 
< SIR, Four 0* clock in the morning, 

< In some of your late speculations, I find some 

* sketches towards an history of clubs : but you seem 

* to me to shew them in somewhat too ludicrous a 

* light. I have well weighed that matter, and think 

< that tlie most important negociations may best be 

< carried on in such assemblies. I shall, therefore, for 

* the good of mankind, which I trust you and I are 

* equally concerned for, propose an institution of that 

* nature for example's sake. 

* I must confess the design and transactions of too 
many clubs are trifling, and manifestly of no conse- 
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quence to the nation or public weal : those I will 
give you up. But you must do me then the justice 
to own, that nothing can be more useful or laudable 
than the scheme we go upon. To avoid nicknames 
and witticisms, we call ourselves TJie Hebdomedal 
Meeting: our president continues for a year at leasts 
and sometimes four or five ; we are all grave, se- 
rious, designing men in our way : we think it our 
duty, as far as in us lies, to take care the constitution 

receives no harm, ne quid detrimenti res capiat 

publica : ^to censure doctrines or facts, persons 

or things, which we do not like ; to settle the nation 
at home, and to carry on the war abroad, where and 
in what manner we see fit. If other people are not 
of our opinion, we cannot help that. It were better 
they were. Moreover, we now and then condescend 
to direct, in some measure, the little affairs of our 
own university. 

< Verily, Mr. Spectator^ we are much offended at 
the act for importing French wines ; a bottle or two 
of good solid edifying Port at honest George*s, made 
a night cheerful, and threw off reserve. But this 
plaguy French claret will not only cost us more mo- 
ney, but do us less good : had we been aware of it, be* 
fore it had gone top far, I must tell you, we would 
have petitioned to be heard upon that subject. But 
let that pass. 

* I must let you know, likewise, good Sir, that we 
look upon a certain northern prince's march, in con- 
junction with infidels, to be palpably against our good 
will and liking, and, for all Monsieur Palmquist, a 
most dangerous innovation ; and we are by no means 
yet sure that some people are not at the bottom on*t. 
At least, my own private letters leave room for a po- 
liticia, well versed in matters of this nature, to 
suspect as much, as a penetrating friend of mine 
tells me. ^ . 
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* We think we have at last done the business with 
the malecontents in Hungary, and shall clap up a 
peace there. 

' What the neutrality army is to do, or what the 
army in Flanders, and what two or three other prin- 
ces, is not yet fully determined among us ; and we 
wait impatiently for the coming in of the next Dy- 
er, who, you must know, is our authentic intelli- 
gence, our Aristotle in politics. And it is indeed but 
fit there should be some dernier resort, the absolute 
decider of all controversies. 

* We were lately informed that the gallant trained- 
bands had patrolled all night long about the streets of 
London : w€ indeed could not imagine any occasion 
for it, we guessed not a tittle on't aforehand, we were 
in nothing of the secret ; and that city-tradesmen, 
or their apprentices, should do duty, or work during 
the holidays, we thought absolutely impossible. But 
Dyer being positive in it, and some letters from other 
people, who had talked with some who had it from 
those who should knoni', giving some countenance to 
it, the chairman reported from the committee, ap- 
pointed to examine into that affair. That it was pos- 
sible there might be something in't. 1 have much 
more to say to you, but my two good friends and 
neighbors, Dominic and Slyboots, are just come in,, 
and the coffee's ready. 

< I am, in the meantime, 
* Mr. Spectator, 
* Your admirer and humble servant, 
Abraham Froth.* 

You may observe tlie turn of their minds tends only 
lo novelty, and not satisfaction in any thing. It would 
be disappointment to them to come to certainty in any 
thing ; for that would gravel them, and put an end to 

Vol.1. S ^ , 
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their inquiries, which dull fellows do not make for 
information, but for exercise. I do not know but 
this may be a very good way of accounting for what we 
frequently see, to wit, that dull fellows prove very 
good men of business. Business relieves them from 
their own natural heaviness, by fumishbg them with 
what to do ; whereas business to mercurial men is an 
interruption from their real existence and happiness. 
Though the dull pait of mankind are harmless in their 
amusements, it were to be wished they had no vacant 
time, because they usually undertake something that 
makes their wants conspicuous by their manner of 
supplying them. You shall seldom find a dull fellow 
of good education, but, if he happens to have any lei* 
sure upon his hands, will turn his head to one of those 
two amusements, for all fools of eminence, politics or 
poetry. The former of these arts is the study of a^l 
dull people in general ; but when dullness is lodged i^ 
a person of a quick animal life, it generally exerts it- 
self in poetry. One might here mention a few mili- 
tary writers, who give great entertcdnment to the age, 
by reason that the stupidity of their heads is quickened 
by the alacrity of their hearts. This constitution in a 
dull fellow gives vigor to nonsense, and makes the 
puddle boil which would otherwise stagnate. The 
British Frinccy that celebrated poem, which was writ- 
ten in the reign of King Charles the Second^ and de- 
servedly called by the wits of that age Incomfiarablcy 
was the effect of such an unhappy genius as we are 
speaking of From among many other distichs no 
less to be quoted on this account, I camiot but recite 
tlie two following lines : 

A painted vest Prince Voltager had on, 
Which from a naked Pict his grandsire won. 
Here if the poet had not been vivacious, as well as 
stnpid, he could not, in the warmth and hurry of non- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



N«. 44. THE SPECTATOR. 195 

sense; have been capable of forgetting, that neither 
Prince Voltager, nor his grandfather, could strip a 
naked man of his doublet ; but a fool of a colder con- 
stitution would have staid to have flead the Pict, and 
made a buff of his skin for the wearing of the con- 
queror. 

To bring these observations to some useful purpose 
of life, what I would propose should be, that we imitat- 
ed those wise nations wherein every man leanis some 
handicraft work. Would it not employ a beau prettily 
enough, if, instead of eternally playing with a snuff- 
box, he spent some part of his time in making one ? 
Such a method as this would very much conduce to 
the public emolument, by making every man living 
good for something; for there would then be no 
member of human society, but would have some little 
pretensions for some degree in it ; like him who came 
to Will's coffee-house upon the merit of having writ a 
posy of a ring. R 



No. 44. FRIDAY, April 20. 

BY ADDISON. 

Tu, quid ego et popuius mecttm deaideret, audi. 

HoR. Ars. Poet. v. 153. 

Kow hear what every auditor expects. Rosco m m o n. 

JljL MONG the several artifices which are put in 
practice by the poets to fill the minds of an audience 
with terror, the first place is due to thunder and light- 
ning, which are often made use of at the descending of 
a god, or the rising of a ghost, at the vanishing of a 
devil, or at the death of a tyrant. I have known a bell 
introduced into several tragedies with good effect ? 
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and have seen the Mrhole assembly in a very great alarm 
all the while it has been ringing. But there is nothing 
which delights and terrifies our Elnglish theatre so 
much as a ghost, especially when he appears in a 
bloody shirt. A spectre has very often saved a play, 
though he has done notliing but stalked across the 
stage, or rose through a cleft of it^ and sunk i^;ain 
without speaking one word. There may be a proper 
season for tliese several terrors, and when they only 
come in as aids and assistances to the poet, they are 
not only to be excused, but to be applauded. Thus the 
sounding of the clock in Venice Preserved^ makes the 
hearts of the whole audience quake, and conveys ^a 
stronger terror to the mind than it is possible for 
words to do. The appearance of the ghost in Hamlet 
is a masterpiece in its kind, and wrought up with all 
the circumstances that can create either attention or 
horror. The mind of the reader is wonderfully [Pre- 
pared for his reception by the discourses that precede 
it : his dumb behavior at his first entrance strikes tlie 
imagination very strongly ; but every time he enters, 
he is still more terrifying. Who can read the speech 
with which young Hamlet accosts him, without tremb- 
ling ? 

Hor, Look, my Lord, it comes I 

Ham. Angels and ministers of grace defend us ! 
Be thou a spirit of Health, or goblin damn'd ; 
Bring with thee airs from heav'n^or blasts from hell ; 
Be thy events wicked or charitable ; 
Thou comest in such a questionable shape, 
That I will speak to thee. I'll call thee Hamlet, 
King, Father, Royal Dane : Oh ! answer me, 
Let me not burst in ignorance ; but tell 
Why thy cahoniz'd bones, hearsed in death. 
Have burst their cearments ? why thy sepulchre, 
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Wherein we saw thee quietly inum'd, 
Hath op'd his ponderous and marble jaws, 
To cast thee up again ? What may this mean ? 
That thou dead corse again in complete steel 
Revisit'st thus the glimpses of the moon. 
Making night hideous ? 

I do not therefore find fault with the artifices above* 
mentioned, when they are introduced with skill, and 
Accompanied by proportionable sentiments and ex- 
presdons in the writing. 

For the moving of pity, our principal machine is 
the handkerchief: and indeed in our common trage- 
dies, we should not know very often that the persons 
are in distress by any thing they say, if they did not 
from time to time apply the handkerchief to their 
eyes. Far be it from me to think of banishing this 
instrument of sorrow from the stage : I know a tra- 
gedy could not subsist without it : all that I would 
contend for is, to keep it from being misapplied. In 
a word, I would have the actor's tongue sympathize 
with his eyes. 

A disconsolate mother, with a child in her hand, has 
frequently drawn compassion from the audience, and 
has therefore gained a place in several tragedies. A 
modem writer, that observed how this had taken in 
other plays, being resolved to double the distress, and 
melt his audience twice as much as those before him 
had done, brought a princess upon the stage, with a 
. little boy in one hand, and a girl in the other. Tiiis 
too had a very good effect. A third poet, being re- 
solved to outwrite all his predecessors, a few years 
ago introduced three children with great success : 
and, as I am informed, a young gentleman, who is 
folly determined to break the most obdurate hearts, 
has a tragedy by him, where the first person that ap~ 
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peard upon the stage is ao afilicted widow m her 
mourning weeds, vdth half a dozen fatherless children 
attending her, like those that usually h»)g about the 
figure of charity. Thus several incidents that are 
beautiful in a good writer, become ricticulous by fell- 
ing into the hands of a bad one. 

But among all our methods of moving pity or ter- 
ror, there is none so absurd and barbi»rous, and what 
moi'e exposes us to the contempt and ridicule of our 
neighbors, than that dreadful butchering of one ano- 
ther, which is so very frequent upon the English 
stage. To delight in seeing men stabbed, poisoned, 
racked, or impaled, is certainly the sign of a cruel 
temper : and as this is often practised before the Bri- 
tish audience, several French critics, who think these 
are grateful spectacles to us, take occasion from them 
to represent us as a people that delight in blood. It 
is indeed very odd to see our stage strowed with car- 
casses in the last scene of a tragedy ; and to observe 
in the wardrobe of the play-house several diggers, 
poinards, wheels, bowls for poison, and many other in- 
struments of death. Murders and executions are al- 
ways transacted behind the scenes in the French thea- 
tre ; which in general is very agreeable to the man- 
ners of a polite and civilized people : but as there are 
no exceptions to this riile on the French stage, it leads 
them into absurdities almost as ridiculous as that which 
falls under our present censure. I remember in the 
famous play of Comeille^ written upon the subject of 
the Horatii and Curiatii ; the fierce young hero who 
had overcome the Curiatii, one after another (instead 
of being congratulated by his sister for his victory, be- 
ing upbraided by her for having slain her lover), in 
the height of his passion and resentment, kills her. 
If any thing cOuld extenuate so brutal an action, it 

would be the doing of it on a suddem before the sen- 
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tlments of nature, reas<Hi, or manhood could take 
place m him. Howerer, to avoid public bloodshed^ as 
soon as his passion is wrought to its height, he follows 
his -uster the whole length of the stage, and forbears 
lulling her till they are both withdrawn behind the 
scenes. I must confess, had he murdered her i>efore 
the audience, the indecency might have been greater ; 
but as it is, it appears very unnatural, and looks like 
killing in cold blood. To give my opinion upon this 
case, the fact ought not to have been represented, but 
to have been told, if there was any occasion for it. 

It may not be unacceptable to the reader to see how 
Sophocles has conducted tragedy under the like de- 
licate circumstance. Orestes was in the same condi- 
tion with Hamlet in Shakespeare, his mother having 
murdered his father, and taken possession of his king- 
dom in conspiracy with the adulterer. The young 
prince, therefore, being determined to revenge his 
father's death upon those who filled his throne, conveys 
himself by a beautiful stratagem into his mother's 
apartment, with a resolution to kill her. But because 
such a spectacle would have been too shocking for the 
audience, this dreadful resolution is executed behind 
the scenes : the mother is heard calling out to her son 
for mercy ; and the son answering her that she shewed 
no niercy to his father ; after which she shrieks out 
that she is wounded^ and by what follows we find that 
she is slain. I do not remember that in any of our 
plays there are speeches made behind tha scenes, 
though there are other instances of this nature to be 
met with in those of the ancients : and I believe 'my 
reader will agree with me, that there is something in- 
finitely more affecting in this dreadful dialogue be- 
tween the mother and her son behind the scenes, than 
could have been in any thing transacted before the 
audience. Orestes immediately after iineeta the 
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usurper at the entrance of his palace ; and, by a very 
happy thought of the poet, avoids killing him before 
the audience, by telling him that he should lire some 
time in his present ttttemess of soul before he would 
dispatch him, and by ordering him to retire into that 
part of the palace where he had slain his father, whose 
murder he would revenge in the very same place 
where it was committed. By this means the poet ob- 
serves that decency, which Horace afterwards estab- 
lished by a rule, of forbearing to commit parricides or' 
unnatural murders before the audience. 

J^ec coram fiopxdo natOB Medea truddet, 

HoR. Ars. Poet. v. 185. 
Let not Medea draw her murd'ring knife, 
And spill her childrens' blood upon the sti^e. 

Roscommon. 

The French have therefore refined too much upon 
Horace's rule, who never desigoied to banish all kinds 
of death from the stage, but only such as had too much 
horror in them, and which would have a better effect 
upon the audience when transacted behind the scenes. 
I would therefore recommend to my countrymen the 
practice of the ancient poets, who were very sparing 
of their public executions, and rather chose to per- 
form them behind the scenes, if it could be done with 
as gr^at an eff*ect upon the audience. At the same 
time I must observe, that though the devoted persons 
of the tragedy were seldom slain before the audience, 
which has generally something ridiculous in it, their 
bodies were often produced after their death, which 
has always in it something melancholy or terrifying ; 
so that the killing on the stage does not seem to have 
been avoided only as an indecency, but also as an im* 
probability. 
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JSTec fiueroa coram fiofiulo Medea trucidet ; 
jiut humana fialam coquat exta nefariua Atreua : 
jiut in avem Progne vertatur, Cadmus in anguem : 
Quodcunque ostendis mihisicj incredulus odi, 

HoR. Ars. Poet, v 185. 
Medea must not draw her murd'ring knife, 
Nor Atreus there his horrid feast prepare : 
Cadmus and Progne's metamorphosis, 
(She to a swallow turn'd, he to a snake) 
And whatsoever contradicts my sense, 
I hate to see, and never can believe. 

ROSCOMMOK. 

I have now gone,throvigb the several dramatic in- 
ventions which are made use of by the ignorant poets 
to supply the place of tragedy, and by the skilful to 
improve it ; some of which I could wish entirely re- 
jected, and the rest to be used with caution. It 
would be an endless task to consider comedy in the 
same light, and to mention the innumerable shifts that 
small wits put in practice to raise a laugh. Bullock 
in a short coat, and Norris in a long one, seldom fail of 
this effect. In ordinary comedies, a broad and a nar- 
row brimmed hat are different characters. Some- 
times the wit of the scene lies in a shoulder-belt, and 
somedmes in a pair of whiskers. A lover running 
about the stage, with his head peeping out of a balrrel 
(a), was thought a very good jest in King«CharIes the 
Second's time, and invented by one of the first wits of 
that age. But because ridicule is not so delicate as 
compassion, and because the objects that make us 
laugh are infinitely more numerous than those that 
make us weep, there is a much greater latitude for 
comic than tragic artifices, and by consequence a 
much greater indulgence to be allowed them. C 
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Nq. 45. SATURDAY, April 2 1 . 

BY ADDISON. 

.Yatio eonutda eat ' Tuv. Sat. 3. v. 100. 

The nation is a company of players. 

X HERE is nothing which I more desire than a 
safe and honorable peace, though at the same time I 
am very apprehensive of many ill consequences that 
may attend it. I do not mean in regard to our poli- 
tics, but our manners. What an inundation of rib- 
bands and brocades will break in upon us ? What peals 
of laughter and impertinenoe shall we be exposed to ? 
For the prevention of tkese great evils, I could heart- 
ily wish that tjiere was an act bf parliament for pro* 
kibiting the importation of French fopperies. 

The female inhabitants of our island have already 
received very strong impressions from this ludicrous 
iiati<m, though by the length of the vfar (as there is 
no evil which has not some good attending it) they 
are pretty well worn out and forgotten. I remember 
the time when some of our well-bred country-women 
kept their Falet de Chambf^e, because, forsooth, a man 
was much more handy about them than one of their 
own sex. I myself have seen one of these male Abi- . 
gails tripping about the room with a looking-glass iii 
his hand, and combing his lady's hair a whole morning 
together. Whether or no there was any truth in the 
story of a lady's being got with child by one of these 
her liandmaids, I cannot tell ; but I think at present 
the whole race of them is extinct in our own country. 
About the time that several of our sex were ^aken 
into this kind of service, the ladies likewise brought 
up the fashion of receiving visits in their beds. It 
was theo looked upon as a piece of ill-breeding for a^ 
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vroman to refuse to see a man because she was not 
stirring ; and a porter would have been, thought unfit 
for his place, that could have made so aukward an ex- 
cuse. As I love to see every thing that is new, I once 
prevailed upon my friend Will Honeycomb to carry me 
along with him to one of these travelled ladies, desir- 
ing him, at the same time, to present me as a foreigner 
who could not speak English, that so I might not be 
obliged to bear a part in the discourse. The lady, 
though willing to appear undressed, had put on her 
best looks, and painted herself forour reception. Her 
hair appeared in a very nice disorder, as the night- 
gown, which was thrown upon her shoulders, was 
rufiled with great care. For my part, I am so-shocked 
with every thing that looks in\raodest in the fair sex, 
that I could not forbear taking off my eye from her 
when she moved in her bed, and was in the greatest 
confusion imaginable civery time she, stirred a leg or 
an arm. As the coquettes, who introduced this cus- 
tom, grew old, they left it off by degrees, well know- 
ing that a woman of threescore may kick and tumble 
her heart out, without making any impressions. 

Semproniais at present the most professed admirer 
of the French nadon, but is so modest as to admit her 
visitants no further than her toilet It is a very odd 
sight that a beautiful creature makes when she is talk- 
ing politics with her tresses Sowing about her should- 
erSf and examining that face in tlie glass, which does 
such execution upon all the male standers- by. How 
prettily does she divide her discourse between her wo- 
man and her visitants ? What sprightly transitions 
does she make from ap opera or a sermon, to an ivory 
comb or a pin-cushion ? How have I been pleased to 
see her interrupted in an account of her travels by h 
message to her footman ; and holding her tongue, in 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



204 THE SPECTATOR. No. 45. 

the midstof a moral seflection, by applying the up of 
it to a patch ? 

There is nothing which exposes a woman to greater 
clangers, than that gaiety and ariness of temper which 
are natural to most of the sex. It should be therefore 
the concern of every wise and virtuous woman to 
keep this sprightliness from degenerating into levity. 
On the contrary, the whole discourse and behavior of 
the French is to make the sex more Buitastical, or 
(as they are pleased to term it) more avfokenedy than 
is consistent either with virtue or discretion. To speak 
loud in public assemblies, to let every cme hear you 
talk of things that should only be mentioned in pri« 
vkte or in ^ hisper, are looked upon as parts of a re- 
fined education. At the same time, a blush is un- 
feshionable^ and silence more iU bred than any thing 
that can be spoken. In short, discretion and niodesty, 
which in all other ages and xxxuntries have been re- 
garded as the greatest ornaments of the fair sex, are 
considered as the ingredients of narrow ccMwersatioti 
and family behavior. 

Some years ago I was at the tragedy of Macbeth, 
and unfortunately placed myself under a woman of 
qus^ity that b since dead ; who, ^as I found by the 
noise she made, was newly returned from France. 
A little before the ri^ng of the curtain, she broke out 
into a loud soliloquy, * When will the dear witches ei»- 
ter?* and immediately upon their- first appearance, 
asked a lady that sat three boxes from her, on her 
right hand, if those w itches were not charming crea- 
tures. A little afier, as Betterton was in one of the 
finest speeches of the play, she shook her fan at ano- 
ther lady, who sat as far on her left haijd, and tpld her 
with a whisper, that might be. heard all over the pit, 
* We must not expect to see Balloon to-night/ Not 
long after, calling out to a young baronot by his name^ 
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vrho sat three seats before me, she asked him ^vhe- 
ther Macbeth's wife was still alive ; and before he 
could give an soiswer, fell a talking of the ghost of 
Banquo. She had by this time formed a little au- 
dience to herself, and fixed the attention of all about 
her. But as I had a mind to hear the play, I got out 
of the sphere of her impertinence, and planted my- 
self in one of the remotest comers of the pit. 

This pretty childishness of behaviour is one of the 
most refined parts of coquetry, and is not to be at- 
tuned in perfection by iadies that do not travel for 
their improvement. A natural and unconstrained be- 
haviour has something in it so agreeable, that it is 
no wonder to see people endeavouring after it. But 
at the same time it is so very hard to hit, when it is 
not bom with us, that people oft^) make themselves 
lidiculous in attempting it. 

A very ingenious French author tells us^ that the 
ladies of the court of France, in his time^ thought it 
iU*bceeding, and a kind of female pedantry, to pro* 
nounce a hard word right ; for which reason they took 
frequent occasion to use herd Mrord% that they might 
show a politeness in murdering them. He further 
adds, that a lady of some quality at court, halving acci- 
dently made use of a hard word in a proper {^ace, and 
pronounced it right, the whole assembly was out of 
countenance for her. 

I musty however) be so just as to own, that there 
* are many ladies who have travelled several thousands 
of miles without being the virorsa for it, and have 
brought home with them all the modesty, discretibn, 
and good sense, that they went abroad with. As, on 
the contrary, there are great numbers o£ travelled \3l* 
dies, who have lived all their days within the smoke 
of London, I have known a woman that never was 

Vol. I, T 
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out of the parish of St James's, betray as many fo- 
reign fopperies in her. carriage, as she could have 
gleaned up in half the countries of Europe. C 



No. 46. MONDAY, AprU 23. 

BY ADDISOK. 

JVon bene junetantm dUcordia temina rerum. 

Ovi1>. Met 1. 1. V. 9. 
The jarring seeds of ill consorted things. 

W HEN I want materials for this paper, it is my* 
custom to go abroad in quest of game ; and when I 
meet any proper subject, I take the first opportunity 
of setdng down a hint of it upon paper. At the same 
time i look into the letters of my correspondents, and 
,tf I find any thing suggested in them that may afibrd 
matter of speculation, I likewise enter a minuto of it 
in my collection of materials. By this means I fre- 
quently carry about me a whole sheetful of hints, that 
would look like a rhapsody of nonsense to any body 
but myself ; there is nothing in them but obscurity , 
and confusion, raving and inconsistency. In short, 
they are my speculations in the first principles, that 
(like the world in its chaos) are void of all light, dis- 
tinction, and order. 

About a week since, there happened to me a very 
odd accident, by reason of one of these my papers of 
minutes which I had accidentally dropped at Lloyd's 
coffee-house, where the auctions are usually kept. 
Before I missed it, there was a cluster of people who 
had found it, and were diverting themselves with it at 
^ne end of the coffee-house : it had raised so much 
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laughter among them before I had observed what 
they were about, that I had not the courage to own itw 
The boy of the coffee-house, when they had done with 
it, carried it about in his hand, asking every body if 
they had dropped a written p?4per : but no body chal- 
lenging it, he was ordered by those merry gentlemen^ 
who had before perused it, to get up into the auction- 
pulpit, and read it to the whole room, that if any one 
would own it, they might. The boy accordingly 
mounted the pulpit, and with a very audible voice 

read as follows : 

MINUTES. 

Sir Roger de Cov€rley*a country seat— Yes, for I 
hate long speeches — Query, if a good Christian may 
he a Conjurer — Childermas-day, salt-seller, house- 
dog, schreech-owl, cricket-— Mr. Thomas Inkle, of 
London, in the good ship called the Achilles. Ya- 
ricG— -^^reaciV^'ttemfcf^rfo— Ohosts— .The lady's li- 
brary—Lion by trade a tailor — Dromedary called Bi^- 
cephalu^-^Equipage the lady's summum bonum-^ 
Charles Lillie to be taken notice of— Short face a 
relief to envy— .Redundancies in the three profes- 
sion^-^King I^atinus a recruit— Jew devouring a ham 
of bacon — Westminster- Abbey — ^Grand Cairo — ^Pro- 
crastination — April fools — Blue boars, red lions, hogs 
in armor— Enter a king and two fiddlers solus — Ad- 
mission into the Ugly Club — Beauty, how improve- 
able— Families of true and False Humor — ^The par- 
rot's school-mistress— Face half Pict half British- 
No man to be a hero of a tragedy under six feet — 
Club of singers — Letters fi'om flower-pots, elbow- 
chairs, tapestry-figures, lion, thunder— The bell rings 
to the puppet-show — Old woman with a beard married 
to a smock-faced ooy- My next coat to be turned 
with blue— Fable of tongs and gridiron— Flower-dy- 
ers— The soldier's prayer— Thank ye foi: nothing, 
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s«ys the gallipot — ^Pactc^us in stockings^ idth gdde& 
clocks to them — Bamboos, cudgels, drum-sticks^ 
Slip of my landlady's eldest daughter— The black 
mare with a star in her forehead— The barber's pole— ' 
Wiil Honeycomb* 9 coat pocket — Cssar's behaviour and 
my own in parallel circumstances — Poem in patch- 
work— *A^tt//i gravU eat fiercuaaua ^cAzY/^«— The fe- 
male convenucler— The ogle-master. 

The reading of this paper made the whole coffee- 
house very merry ; some of them concluded it was 
written by a madman, and others by scmie body that 
had been taking notes out of the Spectator. One 
who had the appearance of a very substantial citizen^ 
told us, with several politic winks and nods, that he^ 
wished there was no more in the paper than what was 
expressed in it : that for his part he looked upon the 
dromedary, the gridiron, and the barber's pole, to sig- 
nify something more than what is usually meant by 
those words ; and that he thought the cofiee-man 
could not do better than to carry the paper to one of 
the secretaries of state. He further added, that he 
did not like the name of the outlandish man with the 
golden clock in his stockings. A young Oxford scho- 
lar, who chanced to be with his uncle at the coffee- 
house, discovered to us who this Pactolus was ; and 
by that means turned the whole scheme of this worthy 
citizen into ridkule. While they were making their 
several conjectures upon this innocent paper, I 
reached out my arm to the boy, as he was coming out 
of the pulpit, to give it me ; which he did accordingly. 
This drew the eyes of the wTiole company upon me ; 
but after having cast a cursory glance over it, and 
shook my head twice or thrice at the reading of it, I 
twisted it into a kind of match, and lighted my ppc 
with it My profound silence, together vdth the 
steadiness of my countenance) and the gravity of my 
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behaviour during this whole transaction, raised a very 
loud laugh on all sides of me ; but as I had escaped all 
suspicion of being the author, I was very well satisfied, 
and applying myself to my pipe and the Post-man^ 
took no farther notice of any thing that passed about 
ine. 

My reader will find, that I have already made use 
of above half the contents of the foregoing paper ; and 
virill easily suppose, that those subjects which are yet 
untouched, were such provisions as I had made for 
his future entertainment. But as I have been unluck- 
ily prevented by this accident, I shall only give him 
the letters which relate to the t\vo last hints. The 
first of them I should not have published, were I not 
informed that there is many a husband who suffers 
very much in his private affairs by the indiscreet zeal 
of such a partner as is hereafter mentioned, to whom 
I may apply the barbarous inscription quoted by the 
Bishop of Salisbury in his travels ; Bum mmis fiia e»r, 
facta est imfiia : < Through too much piety she be- 

* came impious.* 

< SIR, 

* I am one of those unhappy men that are plagued 

* with a gospel-gossip, so common among dissenters 

< (especially friends). Leetuixs in the morning, 

< church-meetings at noon, and preparation sermons 

* tt night, toke up so much of her time, it is very 

* rare she knows what we have for dinner, unless when 

< the preacher is to be at it. With him come a tribe, 
' an brothers and sisters it seems ; while others, really 
^ such, are deemed no relations. If at any time I 

* have her company alone, she is a mere sermon pop- 

< gun, repeating and discharging texts, proofs, andap- 

< plications, so perpetually, that, however weary I 
^ may go to bed> the noise in my head wi)l not let me 
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*• sleep till towards morning. The misery of my case, 

* and great numbers of such sufferers, plead your 

* pity and speedy relief, otherwise must expect, in a 

* little time, to be lectured, pre£y:hed, and prayed into 

< want, unless the happiness of being soon talked to 
^ death prevent it. I am, &c. 

< R. G.* 

The second letter, relating to the ogling-master,' 
runs thus : 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

< I am an Iiish gentleman, that have travelled many 

* years for my improvement ; during which time I 

* have accomplished myself in the whole art of ogling 
^ as it is at present practised in all the polite nations 
^ of Europe. Being thus qualified, I intend, by the 
« advice of my friends, to set up for an ogling-master. 
« I teach the church-ogle in the morning, and the 

< playhouse-ogle by candle-light. I have also brought 
<over with me a new. flying-ogle fit for the ring; 

« which I teach in the dusk of the evening, or in any , 
« hour of the day by darkning one of my vrin- 

< dow9« I have a manuscript by me, caUed The Cont'- 
« filete O^levy which I shall be ready to show you upon 

< any occasion. In the mean time, I beg you will 

< publish the substance of this letter ih an advertise^ 

< ment| and you will very muqh oblige, 

€ ^ Youp*s, «c(x' 
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No. 47. TUESDAY, April 24. 

BT ADDISON. 
Side, n sapia • Mart. 

Laugh, if you're wise. 



Mi 



LR. HOBBES, in his Discourse of Human Na- 
ture, which, in my humble opinion, is much the best 
of all his w6rks, after some very curious observations 
upon laughter, concludes thus : — ' The passion of 

* laughter is nothing else but sudden glory, arising 

* from some sudden conception of some eminency in 
» ourselves, by comparison with the infirmity of others, 

* or with our own formerly : for men laugh at the fol- 

* lies of themselves past, when they come suddenly 

* to remembrance, except they bring with them any 
< present dishonor.* 

According to this author, therefore, when we hear 
a man laugh excessively, instead of sa3ring he b very 
merry, we ought to tell him he is very pToud. And, 
indeed, if we look into the bottom of this matter, we 
shall meet with many observations to confirm us in 
his opnion. Every one laughs at some body that i» 
in an inferior state of folly to himself. It was formerly 
the custom for every great house in England to keep 
^0a tame fool dressed in petticoats, that the heir of the 
<i^family might have an opportunity pf joking upon him, 
and (Averting himself with his absurdities. For the 
same reason, idiots are still in request in most of the 
courts of Germany, where there is not a prince of any 
great miagnificence^ who hgsnot two or three dressed^ 
distinguished, undisputed fools in his retinue, whom 
the rest of die courtiers are always breaking thejp 
jests upon. 
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The Dutch, who are more famous for their industry 
and applicadon, than for wit and humor, hang up ia 
sev^nd of their streets what they call the sign of the 
Ga/ieTy that is, the head of an idiot dressed in a cap 
and bells, and gaping in a most immoderate manner ; 
this is a staifding jest at Amsterdam. 

Thus every one diverts himself with some person 
or other that is below him in point of understanding, 
and triumphs in the superiority of his genius, whilst 
he has such objects of derision before his eyes. Mr. 
Dennis has very well expressed this in a couple of 
humorous lines, which are part of a transladcm of a 
satire in Monsieur Boileau. 

Thus one fool lolls his tongue out at another. 
And shakes his empty noddle at his brother. 

Mr. Hobbes's reflection gives us the reason why 
the insignificant people above-mentioned are stirrers 
up of laughter among men of a gross taste : but as the 
more understanding part of mankind do not find their 
risibility affected by such ordinary objects, it may be 
worth Uie while to examine into the several provoca* 
tives of laughter in men of superior sense and know- 
ledge. 

In the first place, I must observe, that there is a set 
of merry drolls, whom the common people of all 
countries admire, and seem to love so well, tha^ 
they could eat thentj according to the old proverb n|| 
I mean those circuroforaneous wits whom every 
nation calls by the name 6f that dish of meat which 
it loves best In Holland they are termed Biek- 
led Herrings s in France, Jean Pottages: m Italy, 
Macaronies ; and in Great-Britidn, Jack Puddings, 
These merry wags, from whatsoever food they receive 
their titles, that they may make their audienpes laughs 
always appear in a fool'^ coat, and commit suq6. 
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Uunders and nustakes in every step they take^ and 
every word they utter, as those who listen to them 
Tvould be ashamed of. 

But this little triumph of the understanding, under 
the di^uise of laughter, is no where more visible than 
in that custom which pi'evails every where among us 
on the first day of the present m<xHh, when every bo- 
dy takes it in hisheiMl to make as many fools as he can. 
In proportion as there are more follies discovered, so 
there is more laughter raised on this day than on any 
other in the whole year. A neighbour of mine, who 
is a haberdasher by trade, and a very shallow conceit- 
ed fellow, makes his boast that for these ten years suc- 
cessively he has not made less than a hundred jifirU 
fools. My landlady had a falling out with him about 
a fortnight ago, for sending every one of her children 
upon some sleeveless errand^ as she terms it. Her 
eldest son went to buy a halfpenny*worth of inkle at a 
shoe-maker's ; the eldest daughter was dispatched half 
a mile to see a monster ; and in short, the whole fami- 
ly of innocent children made April fools. Nay, my 
landlady herself did not escape him. This empty 
fellow has laughed upon these conceits ever since. 

Thbartof >» it is well enough, when confined to 
one day in a twelvemonth ; but there is an ingenious 
tribe of men sprung up of late years, who are for mak- 
ing April fools every day in the year. These gentle- 
men are commonly distinguished by the name of Bi- 
ters ; a race of men that are perpetually employed in 
laughing at those mistakes which are of their own pro- 
duction. 

Thus we see, in proportion as one man is more re- 
fined than another, he chooses his fool out of a lower 
or lugher class of mankind ; or, to speak in a more phi- 
losophical language, that secret elation and pride of 
hearty which is generally called laughter, arises in 
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him from his comparing himself with an object be- 
low him, whether it so happens that it be a natural or 
an artificial fool. It is indeed very^ possible, that the 
persons we laugh at may in the main of their charac- 
ters be much wiser men than ourselves ; but if they 
would have us laugh at them, they must fall short of 
us in those respects which stir up this passion. 

I am afraid I shall appear to abstracted in my spe- 
culations, if I show that when a man of wit makes us 
laugh, it is by betraying some oddness or infirmity in 
his own character, or in the representation m hich he 
makes of others ; and that when we laugh at a brute, 
cr even at an inanimate things it is at some action or 
incident that bears a remote analogy to any blunder or 
absurdity in reasonable creatures. 

But to come into common life : I shall pass by th^ 
consideration of those stage-coxcombs that are able to 
shake a whole audience, and take notice of a particu- 
lar sort of men who are such provokers of miith in con- 
versation, that it is impossible for a club or merry- 
meeting to subsist without them ; I mean those hon- 
est gentlemen that are always exposed to tlie wit and 
raillery of their well-wishers and companions ; that are 
pelted by men, women, and children, friends and foes, 
and, in a word, stand as butts in conversation for feve- 
ry one to shoot at that pleases. I know several of these 
butts who are men of wit and sense, though by some' 
odd turn of humour, some unlucky cast in their per- 
son or. behaviour, they have always the misfortune to 
make the company merry. The truth of it is, a man 
is not qu,alified for a butt,#vho has not a good deal of 
wit and vivacity, even in the ridiculous side of his cha- 
racter. A stupid butt is only fit for the conversation 
of ordinary people : men of wit require one that will- 
give them play, and bestir himself ia the absurd part 
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©f his behaviour. A butt with these accomplish- 
inents frequently gets the laugh on his side, and turns 
. the ridicule upon him that attacks him. Sir John 
FalstafT was a hero of this species, and gives a good 
description of himself \n his capacity ©f a butt, after 
the following manner : < Men of all sorts (says that 
« merry knight) take a pride to gird at me. The 
< brain of man is not able to invent any thing that tends 

* to laughter more than 1 invent, or is invented on me. 

* I am not only witty in myself, but the cause that wit 

* is in other men.* C 



No. 46. WEDNESDAY, April 35. 



BT 8TBELE. 



Beperit^ — Ovid. Met. 1. 14 v. €53. 

Through yarious shapes he often finds accesff. 



M. 



Ly correspondents take it ill if I do not, from 
time to time, let them know I have received their let- 
ters. The most effectual way will be to publish some 
of them that are upon important subjects ; which I 
shall introduce with a letter of my own, that I writ a 
fortnight ago to a fraternity who thought fit to make 
me an honorary member. 

TO THE PRESIDENT AND FEliLOWS OJ THE IJCI.Y CLUB. 

May it please yoivr deformtiesj 
* I have received the notification of the honor you 
< have done me, in admitting me into your society. 
^rl acknowledge my want of merit, and for that rea- 
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' < son shall endeavour at all times to make up my own 

< failures, by introducing and recommending to the 

* club persons of more undoubted qualifications than I 

< can pretend to. 1 shall next week come down in 

* the stage-coach, in order to take my seat at the board ; 

< and shall bring with nae a candidate of each sex, 

< The persons I shall present to you, are an old beau 
:< and a modem Pict. If they are not so eminently 

* gifted by nature as our assembly expects, give me 
*kave to say, their acquired ugliness is greater 

* than any that has ever appeared before you. The 

< beau has varied his dress every day of his life for 
« these thirty years last past, and still added to the de- 

< formity he was bom with. The Pict has sdll great- 

< er merit toward us, and has, ever since she came to 

< years of discretion, deserted the handsome party, and 

< taken all possible pains to acquire the face in which 

< I shall present her to your consideration and favor. 

< I am, Gentlemen, 

< Your most obliged humble servant, 

< The Spectator.* 
P. S. * 1 desire to know whether you admit people 
^ of quality.' 

« MR. spectator, Afiril 17. 

< To shew you there are among us of the vain weak 

* sex, some that .have honesty and fortitude enough to 
« dare to be ugly, and willing to be thought so ; I ap- 

< ply myself to you, to beg your interest and recom- 

< mendation to the Ugly Club. If my own word will 

* not be taken, though in this case a, woman's may, I 

< can bring credible witness of my qualifications for 

< their company, whether they insist upon hair, fore- 

< head, eyes, cheeks, or chin ; to which I must add, 
' ^ that I find it easier to lean to my left side than my 

' right. I hope I am in all respects agreeable ; and 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



No. 4». THE SPECTATOR. Sir 

< for humor and mirth, Til keep up to the president 

< himself. All the favor I'll pretend to, is, that as I 

* am the first woman who has appeared desirous of 

* good company and agreeable conversadon, I may 

* take and keep the upper end of the table. And in- 

* deed I think they want a carver, which I can be after 

< as ugly a manner as they can wish. I desire your 

* thoughts of my claim as soon as you can. Add to 

< my features the length of my face, which is full half- 

< yard though I never knew the reason of it till you 

< gave one for the shortness of yours. If I knew a 

* name ugly enough to belong to the above-described 

< face, I would feign one ; but, to my unspeakable mis- 

< fortune, my name is the only disagreeable prettiness 
*' about me ; so prithee make one for me that signifies 

< all the deformity in the world ; you understand La- 

* tin, but be sure bring it in with my being, in the sin- 

* cerity of my heart, 

' Your most frightful admirer, 
^ and servant. 
< Hecatissa.' 

* mr. spectator, 
< I read your discourse upon affectation, and from 
^ the remarks made in it, examined my own heart so 
^< strictly, that I thought I had found out its most se- 

< cret avenues, with a resolution to be aware of you for 

< the future. But alas ! to my sorrow, I now understand, 

< that I have several follies which I do not know the 

< root of. I am an old fellow, and extremely troubled 

< with the gout ; but having always a strong vanity to- 
« wards being pleasing in the eyes of woman, I never 
« have a moment's ease, but I am mounted in high- 

< heeled shoes with a glazed wax-leather instep. Two 

< days after a severe fit, I was invited to a friend's house 
' in the city, where I believed I should see ladies; and 

VoLIL V ^ - 
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* with my usual complaisance crippled myself to wait 

* upon them : a very sumptuous table, agreeable com- 

* pany, and kind reception, were but so many importu- 

< nate additions to the torment I was in. A gentleman of 
^ the family observed my condition ; and soon after the 
^ queen's health, he, in the presence of the whole 
^ company, with his own hands, degraded me into an 

* old pair of his own shoes. This operation, before 

* fine ladies, to me, (who am by nature a coxcomb), 
^ was suffered with the same reluctance as they admit 

* the help of men in their greatest extremity. The 

< return of ease made me forgive the rough obligation 
' laid upon me, which at that time relieved my body 
' from a distemper, and will my mind for ever from a 

< folly. For the charity received I return many thanks 

* this way. 

< Your most humble servant.* 

< SIR, -Efiping^ Atiril 18. 

* We have your papers here the morning they 
' come out, and we have been very well entertained 

< with your last, upon the false ornaments of persons 

< who represent heroes in a tragedy. What made 
^ your speculations come very seasonably among us, 
' is, that we have now at this place a company of strol- 
^ lers, who are very far from offending in the imper- 

* tinent splendor of the drama. They are so far from 

* falling into these false gallantries, that the stage is 

< here in its original situation of a cart. Alexander 

* the Great was acted by a fellow in a paper-cravat. 

* The next day the Earl of Essex seemed to have no 

< distress but his poverty ; and my Lord Foppington, 
' the same morning, wanted any better means to shew 
^ himself a /o/z, than by wearing stockings of diffei'ent 
' colours. In a word, though they have had a full barn 

* for many days together, our itinerants are still so 
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• wi'etchedly poor, that without you can prevail to 

• send us the furniture you forbid at the play-house, 
« the heroes appear only like sturdy beggars, and 
« the heroines gipsieso We have had but one part 

< which was performed and dressed with propriety, 

• and that was Justice Clodpate : this was so well done, 

< that it offended Mr. Justice Overdo, who, in the 
« midst of our whole audience, was, like Quixote in 

< the puppet-show, so highly provoked, that he told 

< them, if they would move compassion, it should be 
^ in their own persons, and not in the characters of 

< distressed^ princes and potentates : he told them, if 

< they were so good at finding the way to people's 

• hearts, they should do it at the end of bridges or 

< church-porches, iq their proper vocation of beggars. 

• This, the Justice says, they must expect, since they 

< could not be contented to act heathen warriors, and 

< such fellows as Alexander, but must presume to 

• make a mockery of one of the Quorum. 

R < Your servant.' 



t^* 



No. 49. THURSDAY, April 26. 

BT STEELE. 

Hominem pagina nostra aapit. Mart. 

Men and their munners I describe. 

XT is very natural for a man who is not turned for 
mirthful meetings of men, or assemblies of the fair 
sex, to delight in that sort of conversation which we 
find in coffee-houses. Here a man of my temper^is 
in his element ; for if he cannot talk, he can still be 
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more agreeable to his company, as well as pleased in 
himself, in being only a hearer. It is a secret known 
but to few, 5ret of no small use in the conduct of life, 
that when you fall into a man's conversation, the first 
thing you should consider is, whether he has a greater 
inclination to hear you, or that you should hear him. 
The latter is the most general desire, and 1 know very 
able flatterers that never speak a word in praise of 
the persons from whom they obtain daily favours, but 
still practise a skilful attention to whatever is uttered 
by those with whom they converse. We are very 
curious to observe the behaviour of gr6at men and 
their clients : but the same passions and interests 
move men in lower spheres : and I (that have nothing 
cls6 to do but make observadons) see in every parish^ 
street, lane, and alley of this populous city, a little 
potentate that has his court and his flatterers, who 
lay snares for his affection and favor, by the same arts 
that are practised upon men in higher stations. 

In the place I most usually frequent, men differ 
rather in the time of day in which they make a figure) 
thah in any real greatness above one another. I, who 
am at the coffee-house at six in the morning, know 
that my friend Beaver, the haberdasher, has a leveC 
of more undissembled friends and admirers, than 
most of tlie courtiers or generals of Great-Britain. 
Eveiy man about him has, perhaps, a newspaper in 
his hand ; but none can pretend to guess what step 
will be taken in any one court of Europe, till Mr. 
Beaver has thrown down his pipe, and declares what 
measures the allies must enter into upon this new 
posture of affairs. Our coffee-house is near cme of 
the Inns of Court, and Beaver has the audience and 
admiration of his neighbours, from six till within a 
quarter of eight, at which time he is interrupted by 
the students pf the house ; some gf whom are ready 
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dressed for Westminster at eight in the morning) 
with faces as busy as if they were retained in every 
cause there ; and others come in their night-gowns to 
saunter away their time, as if they never designed to 
go thither. I do not know that I meet, in any of my 
walks, objects which move both my spleen and laugh- 
ter so effectually as these young fellows at the Gre- 
cian, Squire's, Searl's, and all other coffee-houses 
adjacent to the law, who rise early for no other pur- 
pose but to publish their laziness. One would think 
these young virtuosos take a gay cap and slippers, 
with a scarf and party-colored gown, to be ensigns of 
dignity ; for the vain things approach each other 
with an air, which shows they regard one another 
for their vestments. 1 have observed, that the supe- 
riority among these proceeds from an opinion of gal- 
lantry and £ishion : the gentleman in the strawberry 
sash, who presides so much over the rest, has, it 
seems, subscribed to every opera this last winter, and 
is supposed to receive favors from one of the ac<« 
tresses. 

When the day grows too busy for these gentlemen 
to enjoy any longer the pleasures of their dishabille 
with any manner of confidence, they give place to men 
who have business or good sense in their faces, and 
«ome to the coffee-house either to transact affdirs, or 
enjoy conversation. The persons to whose behaviour 
and discourse I have most regard, are such as are be- 
tween these two sorts of men ; such as have not spirits 
too active to be happy and well pleased in a private 
condition, nor complexions too w£^m to make them 
neglect the dudes and reladons of life. Of these sort 
of men consist the worthier part of mankind ; of these 
jire all good fathers, generous brothers, sincere friendci, 
imd fidthful subjects. Their entertainments arc ffe* 
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lived rather from reason than imagmation ; which i$ 
cause that there is no impatience or instability in l^eir 
speech or action. You see in their countenances they 
are at home, and in quiet possession of the present 
instant, as it passes, without desiring to quicken it by 
gratifying any passion, or pi osecuting any new desig|i« 
These are the men formed for society, and those lit- 
tle communities which we express by the word neigh'* 
horhoods. 

The coffee-house is the place of rendezvous to sdl 
that live near it, who are thus turned to relish calm 
and ordinary life. Eubulus presides over the middle 
hours of the day, when this assembly of men meet 
together. He enjoys a great fortune handsomely, 
without launching into expence ; and exerts many 
noble and useful qualities, without appearing in any 
public employment. His wisdom and knowledge are 
serviceable to all that think fit to make use of them j 
and he does the office of a counsel, a judge, an execa* 
tor, and a friend to all his acquaintance, not only 
without the profits which attend such offices, but also 
without the deference and homage which are usually 
paid to them. The giving of thanks is displeasing tQ 
him. The greatest gratitude you can shew him, is to 
let him see you are the better man for his services | 
and that you are as ready to oblige others as he is tO 
oblige you. 

In the private exigencies of his friends he lends, afc 
legal value, considerable sums, which he might highly 
increase by rolling in the public stocks. He does not 
consider in whose hands his money will improve 
most, but where it will do most good. 

Eubulus has so great an authority in his little (fiuit- 
laal audience, that when he shakes his head at any 
piece of public news, they ^1 of them appea? ^c- 
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jected ; and, on the contrary, go home to their dm* 
ners with ii good stomach and cheerful aspect, when 
Eubulus seems f intimate that things go well. Nay 
their veneration towards him is so great, that when 
they are in other company they speak and act after 
him ; are wise in his sentences, and are no sooner 
sat down at their own tahles, but they hope or fear, 
rejoice or despond, as they saw him do at the coffee- 
house. In a word, eyeiy man is Eubulus as soon as 
his back is turned. 

Having here giren an account of the several reigna 
that succeed each other from day-break till dinner- 
Umci I shall mention the monarchs of the afternoon 
on another occasion, and shut up the whole series of 
them with the history of Tom the tyrant (a) ; who, aa 
first minister of the cofiee-house, takes the govern- 
ment upon him between the hours of eleven an4 
twelve at night, and gives his orders in the most ar- 
bitrary manner to the servants below him, as to the 
disposition of Uquors, coal, and cinders. K 



No. 50. FRIDAY, April 27. 

BT AnnisoK. 

J^tmqtiam aUud tiatura, aiiud tapientia dixit 

Juv. Satl4.v.33t 
0ood sense and nature always speak the same. 

W HEN the four Indian Kings were in this coun- 
try about a twelvemonth ago, I often mixed with the 
rabble, and followed them a whole day together, being 
wonderfully struck with the wght of every thin^; ttol 
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is new or uncommon. I have, since their departure, 
employed a friend to make many inquiries of their 
landlord the uphplsterer relating to their manners 
and conversation, as also concerning the remarks 
which they made in this country : for, next to the 
forming a right notion of such strangers, I should be 
desirous of learning what ideas they have conceived 
of us. 

The upholsterer fincHng my friend very inquisitive 
about these his lodgers, brought him sometime since 
a little bundle of papers, which he assured him were 
written by king Sa Ga Yean Qua Rash Tow, and, as 
he supposes, left behind by some mistake. These 
papers are now translated, and contain abundance of 
very odd observations, which i find this little frater- 
nity of kings made during their stay in the isle of 
Great-Britain. I shuU present my reader with a short 
specimen of them in this paper, and may perhaps 
communicate more to him hereafter. In the article 
of London are the following words, which without 
doubt are meant of the church of St. Paul (a), 

< On the most rising part of the town there stands a 

• huge house*, big enough to contiun the whole nation 

• of which I am king. Our good brother E Tow O 

• Koam, king of the Rivers, is of opinion it was made 

• by the hands of that great God to whom it is con- 

• secrated. The kings of Granajah and of the Six Na- 

• tions believe it was created with ,the eaith, and prs- 

• duced on the same day with the sun and moon. But 

• for my own part, by the best information I could get 

• of this matter, I am apt to think that this prodigious 

• pile was fashioned into the shape it now bears by 

• several tools and instruments, of which they hare a 

• wonderful variety in this country. It was probably 
^ at first an huge mishapen rock that grew upon ^ 
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top of the bin, which the natives of the cotmtrf (af- 
ter having cut into a kuid of regular figure) bored and 
hollowed with incredible pains and industry, until 
they had wrought in it all those beautiful vaults and 
caverns into which it is divided at this day. As soon 
as this rock was thus curiously scooped to their lik- 
ing, a prodigiovis numberof hands must have been 
employed in chipping the out side of it, which is now 
as smooth as the surface of a pebble ; and is inseve* 
fal places hewn out into pillars that stand like the 
trunks of so many trees bound about the top with 
garlands of leaves. 

* It is probable that when this great work was begun^ 
which must have been many hundred years ago, 
there was some religion among this people i for 
they gave it the name Of a temple, and have a tradi- 
tion that is was designed for men to pay their devo- 
tions in. And indeed there are several reasons 
which make us think, that the natives of this country 
bad formerly among them some sort of worship ; 
for they set apart every seventh day as sacred : but 
upon my going into one of these holy houses on that 
day, I ccxuld not obserte any circumstance of devo- 
tion in their behaviour : there was indeed a man in 
black who was mounted above the rest, and seemed 
to utter something with a great deal oi vehemence ; 
but as for those underneath him, instead of paying 
their worship to the deity of the place, they w^re 
most of them bowing and courtesying to one another, 
and a considerable number of them fast asleep. 
< The Queen of the country appointed two men to 
attend us, that had enough of our language to make 
themselves understood in some few particulars. But 
we soon perceived these two were great enemies to 
one another, and did not always agree in the salme 
story. We could make a shift to gather out of one 
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*of them, that this island was very much infested with 

* a monstrous kind of animcils, in the shape of men, 

* csdled Whigs ; and he often told us, that he hoped 

* we should meet with none of them in our way, for 

* that if we did, they would be apt to knock us down 

* for being kings. • ' ^ 

< Our other interpreter used to talk very much of 

* a kind of animal called a Tory, that was as great a 

< monster as the Whig, and would treat u6 as ill for be- 

* ing foreigners. These two creatures, it seems, arc 

* bom with a secret antipathy to one another, and en- 

* gage when they meet as naturally as the elephant 

* and the rhinoceros. But as we saw none of either of 
^ these species, we are apt to think that our guides de- 

* ceived us with misrepresentations and fictions, and 

* amused us with an account of such monsters as are 

* not really in their country. 

* These particulars we made a shift to pick out from 

* the discourse of our interpreters ; which we put to- 

* gether as well as we could, being able to understand 
' but h^re and there a word of what they said, and af- 

* terwards making up the meaning of it among our- 

* selves. The men of the country are very cunning 

< and ingenious in handicraft works ; but withal so ve- 

< ry idle, that we often saw young lusty raw-boned fpl- 

* lows carried up and down the streets in little cover- 

* ed rooms by a couple of porters, who are hired for 

< that service. Their dress is likewise very barba- 

< rous, for they almost strangle themselves about the 

< neck, and bind their bodies with many ligatures, that 

< we are apt to think are the occasion of several dis- 
^ tempers among them which our country is entirely 

< free from. Instead of those beautiful feathers with 

* which we adorn or heads, they often buy up a mon- 

< strous bush of hair, which covers their heads, and 

< falls down in a large fleece below the middle of their 
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backs ; with which they walk up and down the streets^ 
and are as proud of it as if it was of their own growth. 
V We )vere invited to one of their public diversions, 
where we hoped to have seen the great men of their 
pountry running down a stag or pitching a bar, that 
we Height have discovered who were the persons of 
the greatest abilities among them ; but instead of that 
they conveyed us into a huge room lighted up with 
abundance of candles, where this lazy people sat still 
above three hours to see several feats of ingenuity 
performed by others, who it seems were paid for it. 
' As for the women of the country, not being able 
to talk with them, we could only make bur remarks 
upon them at a distance. They let the hair of their 
heads grow to a great length ; but as the men make 
a great show with heads of hair that are none of their 
own, the women, who they say have very fine heads 
of hair, tie it up in a knot, and cover it from being 
seen. The women look like angels, and would be 
more beautiful than the sun, were it not for little 
black spots that are apt to break out in their faces, 
and sometimes rise in very odd figures. I have ob- 
served that those little blemishes wear off very. soon ; 
but when they disappear in one part of the face, they 
are very apt to break out in another, insomuch that 
I have seen a spot upon the forehead in the afternocHi, 
which was upon the chin in the morning.' 
The author then proceeds to shew the absurdity of 
breeches and petticoats, with many other curious ob- 
servations, which 1 shall reserve for another occasion. 
I cannot ho^Vever conclude this paper without taking 
notice, that amidst these wild remarks there now" and 
then appears something very reasonable. I cannot 
likewise forbear observing, that we are all guilty in 
some measure of the same narrow way of thinking, 
which we meet with in this abstract of the Indian jour- 
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lud ; when we £uicy the customs, dresses^ and man- 
ners of other countries arc ridiculous and extravagant, 
if thejr do not resemble those of our own, C 



No. £f I . SATURDAY, April 23. 

BT STEELE. 

Torquet ah obscetdtjam nunc termonibw aurem. 

HoR. £p. 1. i 3. y. 127. 

He from the taste obscene reclaims our youth. Po pe. 

< MR. SPECTATOR, 



.'M> 



.Y fortune, quality, and person are such as 

* render me as conspicuous as any young woman in 

* town. It is in my power to enjoy it in all its vani- 

* ties ; but I have from a very careful education con- 

* tracted a great aversion to the forward air and fesh- 

< ion which is practised in all public places and assem- 

* blies. I attribute this very much to the style and 

* manners of our plays. I was last night at the Funerai 

* where a confident lover in the play, speaking of his 
« mistress, cries out— "Oh that Harriot ! to fold these 
« arms about the waist of that beauteous, struggling, 
<< and at last yielding fair !" Such an image as this 

* ought, by no means, to be presented to a chaste and 

* regular audience. I expect your opinion of this sen- 

< tence, and recommend to your consideration, as a 
« Spectator y the conduct of the stage at present with 

* relation to chastity and modesty. 

^ I am. Sir, 
< Your constant reader, and well-wisher.* 
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The complaint of this young lady is so ju«t, thatthe 
offence is gross enough to have displeased persons 
■who cannot pretend to that delicacy and modesty of 
which she is mistress. But there is a great deal to 
be said in behalf of an author : If the audience would 
but consider the difficulty of keeping up a sprightly 
dialogue for five acts together, they virould allow a wri- 
ter, when he wants wit, and cannot please any other- 
wise, to help it out with a little smuttiness. I will 
answer for the poets, that no one ever writ bawdry for 
any other reason but dearth of invention. When the 
author cannot strike out of himself any more of that 
which he has superior to those who make up the bulk 
of his audience, his natural recourse is to that which 
he has in common with them : and a description which 
gratifies a sensual appetite will please, when the au- 
thor has nothing about him to delight a refined ima- 
gination. It is to such a poverty we must impute this 
and all other sentences in plays, which are of this kind, 
and which are commonly termed luscious expressions. 

This expedient to supply the deficiencies of wit has 
been used, more or less, by most of the authors who 
have succeeded on the stage ; though I know but one 
who has professedly writ a play upon the basis of the 
desire of multiplying our species, and that is the polite 
Sir George Etheridge; if I understand what the lady 
would be at in the play called She would ifahe could. 
Other poets have, here and there, given an intimation 
that there is this design under all the disguises and af- 
fectations which a lady may put on ; but no author, ex- 
cept this, has made sure work of it, and put the im- 
aginations of the audience upon this one purpose, from 
the beginning to the end of the comedy. It has always 
fared accordingly ; for whether it be, that all who go 
to this piece, would if they could, or that the innocents 

Vol. I. X 
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go to it) to guess only what She woiUdifshe couldj the 
play has always been well received. 

It lifts a heavy empty sentence, where there is added 
to it a lascivious gesture of body ; and when it is to 
low to be raised even by that, a flat meaning is enli- 
vened by making it a double one. x Writers who want 
genius never fail of keeping this secret in reserve to 
create a laugh, or raise a clap. I, who know nothing 
of woman but from seeing plays, can give great gues- 
ses at the whole structure of the fair sex, by being in- 
nocently placed in the pit, and insulted by the petti- 
coats of their dancers ; the advantages of whose pi^etty 
persons are a great help to a dull play. When a poet 
flags in writing lusciously, a pretty girl can move las- 
civiously, and have same good consequence for the 
author. Dull poet* in this case use their audiences, 
as dull parasites do their patrons ; when they cannot 
long divert them with their wit or humor, they bait 
their eai*s with something which is agreeable to their 
temper, though below their understanding. Apicius 
cannot resist being pleased, if you give him an account 
of a delicious meal; or Clodius, if you describe a wan- 
ton beauty : though at the same time, if you do not a- 
wake those inclinations in them, no men are better jud- 
ges of what is just and delicate in conversation. But, 
as I have before observed, it is easier to talk' to the 
man, than to the man of sense. 

It is remarkable, that the writers of least learning 
are best skilled in the luscius way. The poetesses of 
the age have done wonders in this kind ; and we are 
obliged to the lady who writ Ibraham^* for introducing 
a preparatory scene to the very action, when the Em- 
peror throws his handkerchief as a signal for his mis«- 
tress to follow him into the most retired part of the 
* Mrs Mary Pix. 
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seraglio. It must be confessed his Turkish Majesty 
went off with good air ; but, melhought, we made but 
a sad figure who waited without. This ingenious gen- 
tlewoman, * in this piece of bawdry, refined upon an 
author of the same sex, who, in the Fovei-y makes a 
country-squire strip to his Holland drawers. But Blunt 
is disappointed, and the Emperor is understood to go 
onto the utmost. The pleasantry of stripping almost 
naked has been since practised (where indeed it should 
have been begun) very successfully at Bartholomew 
fair. 
It is not here to be omitted, that in one of the above- 
mentioned female compositions, the Rover is very 
frequently sent on the same errand ; as I take it, above 
once every act. This is not wholly unnatural ; for they 
say, the men-authors draw themselves in their chief 
characters, and the woman-writers may be allowed 
the same liberty. Thus, as the male wit gives his he- 
ro a good fortune, the female gives her heroine a good 
gallant at the end of the play. But, indeed, there is 
hardly a play one can go to but the hero or fine gen- 
tleman of it struts off upon the same account, and 
leaves us to consider what good office he haa put us 
to, or to employ ourselves as we ple,ase. To be plain 
a man who frequents plays, would have a very respect- 
ful notion of himself, were he to recollect how often 
he has been used as a pimp to ravishing tyrants, or 
successful rakes. When the actors make their exit 
on this good occasion, the ladies are sure to have an 
examining glance from the pit, to sec how they relish 
what passes ; and a few lewd fools are very ready to 
employ their talents upon the composure or freedom 
of their looks. Such incidents as these make some 
ladies wholly absent themselves from the f|lf|;house ; 

and others never miss the first day of a play, lest it 
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should prove too luscious to admit their going with a- 
ny countenance to it on the second. 

If men of wit, who think fit to write for the stage, in- 
stead of this pitiful way of giving delight, would turn 
their thoughts upon raising it from such good natural 
impulses as are in the audience, but are choaked up 
by vice and luxury, they would not only please, but be- 
friend us at the same time. If a man had a mind to 
be new in his way of writing, might not he who is 
now represented as a fine gentleman, though he be- 
trays the honour and bed of his neighbour and friend, 
and lies with half the women inthe play, and is at last rcr 
warded with her of the best character in it : I say up- 
on giving the comedy another cast, might not such a 
one divert the audience quite as well, if at the catas- 
trophe he were found out for a traitor, and met with 
contempt accordingly ? There is seldom a person de- 
voted io above one darling vice at a time, so that tliere 
is room enough to catch at men's hearts to their good 
r\nd advantage, if the poets will attempt it with the 
honesty which becomes their characters. 

There is no nian who loves his bottle or his mistress, 
in a manner so very abandoned, as not to be capable 
of relishing an agreeable character, that is no way a 
slave to either of those pursuits. A man that is tem- 
perate, generous, valiant, chaste, faithful, and honest, 
may, at the same time, have witi humour, mirth, good 
breeding, and gallantry. While he exerts these lat- 
ter qualities, twenty occasions might be invented to 
shew he is master of the other noble virtues. Such 
charact ers would smite and reprove the heart of a 
man of sense, when he is given up to his pleasures. 
He would see he has been mistaken all this while, and 
be convinced that a sound constitution and an innocent 
mind dl^the true ingredients for becoming and en- 
joying life. All men of true taste would call a man 
U, who should turn his ambition this way, a friend 
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and benefactor to his country ; but I am at a loss what 
name they would give him, who makes use of his ca- 
pacity for contrary purposes. R 



No. 52. MONDAY, April 30. 

BY STEELE. 

Omneaut tecum meritispro taHbua armos 
JExigcUi et ptdchra fadat te prole parentem, 

ViRG. iEn. 1. V. 'r^. 
To crown thy worth, she shall be ever thme, 
And msike thee father of a beauteous line. 



A. 



. N ingenious correspondent, like a spnghtly wife, 
will always have the last word. I did not think my 
last letter to the deformed fraternity would have oc* 
casioDed any answer, especially since I had promised 
them so sudden a visit : but as they think they cannot 
shew too great a veneration for my person, they have 
already sent me up an answer. As to the proposal of 
a maniage between myself and the matchless Heca- 
tissa, I have but one objection to it ; which is, that all 
the society will expect to be acquainted with her ; and 
who can be sure of keeping a woman's heart long, 
where she may have so much choice ? I am the more 
alarmed at this, because the lady seems particularly 
smitten with men of tWir make. 

I believe I shall set my heart upon her ; and think 
never the worse of my mistress for an epigram a smart 
fellow writ, as he thought, against her : it does but the 
more recommend her to me. At the same time I 
cannot but discover that his malice is stolen from 
Martial. 
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Tacta filacesy audita fdacea^ d non vidtart 
Tota placesy neutroy si videare^ filacea. 

Whilst in the dark on thy soft hand I hupg, 
And heard the tempting Siren in thy tongue. 
What flames, what darts, what anguish 1 endur'd : 
But when the candle entered I was cur'd. 

* Your letter to us we have received as a signal 
« mark of your favor and brotherly affection. We 
* shall be heartily glad to see youi; short face in Ox- 
ford ; and since the wisdom of our legislature has 
been immortalized in your speculations, and our 
personal deformities in some sort by you recorded to 
all posterity ; we hold ourselves in gratitude bound 
to receive, with the highest respect, all such per- 
sons, as for their extraordinary merit you shall think 
fit, from time to time, to recommend unto the board. 
As for the Pictish damsel, we have an easy chair 
prepared at the upper end of the table, which we 
doubt not but she will grace with a very hideous as- 
pect, and much better become the seat in the native 
and unaffected uncomeliness of her person, thaa 
with all the superficial airs of the pencil, which (as 
you have very ingeniously observed) vanish with a 
breath, and the most innocent adorer may deface the 
shrine with a salutation ; and, in the literal sense of 
our poets, snatch and imprint his balmy kisses, and 
.devour her melting lips : in short, the only faces of 
the Pictish kind that will endure the weather, must 
be of Dr. Carbuncle's dye ; though his, in truth, has 
cost him a world the paintmg ; but then he boasts 
with Zeuxes, in aternitatem pingo ; and oft jocosely 
tells the fair ones, would they acquire colours that * 
would stand Jdssing, they must no longer paint, bu| 
drink for a complexion : a maxim that in this our age 
has been pursued with no ill success ; and has \it%T% 
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< as admirable in its effects as the famous cosmetic 

* mentioned in the Poatmani and invented by the rc- 
^ Tiowned British Hippocrates of the pestle and mor- 

< tar : making the party, after a due course, rosy, hale, 
« and airy ; and the best and most approved receipt 
^ now extant for the fever of the spirits. But to re- 
*.tum to our female candidate, who, I understand, is 

< returned to herself, and will no longer hang out 
^ false colours ; as she is the first of her sex that has 
' done us so great an honor, she will certainly, in a 

< very short time, both in prose and verse, be a lady 
^ of the most celebrated deformity noyf living ; and 

< meet with admirers here as frightful as herself ; but 

* being a long-headed gentlewoman, I am apt to ima- 

* gine she has some further design than you have yet 

< penetrated ; and perhaps has more mind to the Sfiec- 

< tutor than any of his fraternity, as the person of all 

< the world she could like for a paramour : and if so, 

* really I cannot but applaud her choice ; and should 

* be glad» if it might lie in my power, to effect an 

* amicable accommodation betwixt two £eices of such 

* different extremes, as the only possible expedient to 

* mend the breed, and rectify the physiognomy of the 
^ £cimily on both sides. And again, as she is a lady of 
« a very fluent elocution^ you need not fear that your 

* first child will be bom dumb, which otherwise you 

* might have some reason to be apprehensive of. To 
^ be plain with you, I can see nothing shocking in it ; 
' for though she has not a face like a John Apple^ 
^ yet as a late friend of mine, who at sixty-five ven- 
^ tured on a lass of fifteen, very frequently, in the re- 

< muining five years of his life, gave me to understand^ 

< that as old as he then seemed, when they were first 

< married, he and his spouse could make but fourscore ; 

* so may Madam Hecaiissa very justly alledge here- 

< after, thataa long visaged as she may then be thought^ 
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* upon their wedding-day Mr. S/iectator and she had 

< but half an ell of ^ce betwixt them ; and this my very 

* worthy predecessor, Mr. Serjeant Chin, always nuon- 

< tained to be no more than the true oval proportion 

* between man and wife. But as this may be a new 

* thing to you, who have hitherto had no expectations 

< from women, I shall allow you what time you think 

* fit to consider on it ; not without some hope of seeing 

< at last your thoughts hereupon subjoined to minej 

* and which is an honor much desired by, Sir^ 

* Your assured friend, 

< And most humble servant, 

* Hugh Gobliit, Preses/ 

The following letter has not much in it ; but as it is 
written in my own praise, I cannot from my heart 
suppress it. 

^SIR, 

* You proposed, in your Spectator of last Tuesday, 

* Mr. Hobbes's hypothesis for solving that very old 

* phenomenon of laughter. You have made the hy- 

* pothesis valuable by espousing it yourself; for had 

* it continued Mr. Hobbes's, nobody would have 

* minded it. Now here this perplexed case arises. 
« A certgdn company laughed very heartily upon the 

* reading of that very paper of yours : and the truth 

* on it is, he must be a man of more than ordinary 

< constancy that could stand it out against so mueh co- 

* medy, and not do as we did. Now there are few 
t men in the world so far lost to all good sense, as to 
^ look upon yoii to be a man in a state of folly inferior 
^ to himself. Pray then how do you justify your hy- 

* pothesis of laughter ? 

Thursday, the 26th of » Your most huttible, 
the month of Fools, « Q. R,* 
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^ SIR, 

• In answer to your letter, I must desire you to rc- 
' collect yourself; and you will find, that when you did 

• me the honor to l>e so merry over my paper, you 

* laughed at the idiot, the German courtier, the gaper, 

* the merry-andrew, the haberdasher, the biter, the 

• butt, and not at 

^ Your humble servant, 
^ * The Spectator.' 



No. 53. TUESDAY, May 1. 

BT MR. JOHN HUGHES, and Others. 

Mquando bantu domdtat Homerut. 

HoR. Aps. Poet V. 359. 
Homer himself hath been observ'd to nod. 

Roscommon. 



M. 



.Y correspondents grow so numerous, that I 
cannot avoid frequ^tly inserting their applications 
tome. 

< MR. SPECTATOR, 

< I am glad I can inform you, that your endeavours 
^ to adorn that sex, which is the fairest part of the vi- 

< sible creation, are well received, and like to prove 

< not unsuccessful. The triumph of Daphne over 

< her sister Lastitia, has been the subject of conversa- 

< tion at several tea-tables where I have been present : 
' and I have observed the fair circle not a little pleased 

< to find you considering them as reasonable creatures, 

< and endeavouring to banish that Mahometan custom 

< which had too much prevailed even in this island, of 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



238 THE SPECTATOR. No. 53. 

' treating women as if they had no souls. I must do 

* them the justice to say, that there seems to be no- 

* thing wanting to tlie finishing of these lovely pieces 

< of human nature, besides the turning and applying 

* their ambiticm properly, and the keeping them up to 
' a sense of what is their true merit. Epictetu% that 

* plain honest philosopher, as little as he had oCgal- 

* lantry, appears to have understood them as well as 
' the polite St. Evremond, and has hit this point veiy 

< luckily. " When young women (says he) arrive at 
*' a cert£un age, they hear themselves called Mistresses, 
" and are made to believe that their only business is to 
" please the men ; they immediately begin to dress, 
<< and place all their hopes in the adorning of their 
" persons ; it is therefore (continues he) worth the 
^' while to endeavour by sUl means to make them sen- 
" sible, that the honor paid to them is only upon ac- 
" count of their conducting themselves with virtue, 
" modesty, and discretion." 

^ Now to pursue the matter yet further, and to ren- 

* der your cares for the improvement of the fair ones 

* more effectual, I would propose a new method? like 
^ those applications which are said to convey their 

* virtue by sympathy ; and that is, that in order to 
•embellish the mistress, you should give a new 

* education to the lover, and t^ach the men not to be 

* cmy longer dazzled by fioilse charms and unreal beauty. 

* I cannot but think that if our sex knew always how 
« to place their esteem justly, the other would not be 

* so often wanting to themselves in deserving it. For 
( as the being enamoured with a woman of sense and 
« virtue is an improvement to a man's understanding 

* and morals, and the passion is ennobled by the object 

* wMch inspires it ; so on the other side, the appear- 

* ing amiable to a man of a wise and elegant mind, 
' '•arries in itself no small degree of^merit and ac- 
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< complbhment. I conclude, therefore, that one way 

* to make the women yet more agreeable is, to make 

* the men more vinuous. i am, Sir, 

« Your most humble servant, 

* R. B.' 

^ SIR, ^ril 26. 

« Yours of Saturday last I read, not without some 
« resentment ; but I will suppose when you say you 

< expect an inundation of ribbands and brocades, and 
« to see many new vanities which the women wDl fall 

* into upon a peace with France, that you intend only 
' the unthinking part of our sex ; and what methods 

< can reduce them to reason, is hard to imagine. 

< But, Sir, there are others yet that your instruc- 

< tions might be of great use to, who, after their best 
' endeavours, are sometimes at a loss to acquit them- 
' selves to a censorious world. I am far from think- 

* ing you can altogether disapprove of conversation 
' between ladies and gentlemen, regulated by the 
' rules of honor and prudence ; and have thought it an 

* observation not ill made, that where that was wholly 
' denied, the women lost their wit, and the men their 

* good manners. It is sure, from those improper li- 
' berties you mentioned, that a sort of undistinguish- 
' ing people shall banish from their drawing-rooms 

* the best bred men in the world, and condemn those 

* that do not. Your stating this point might, I think, 
< be of good use, as well as much oblige, Sir, 

* Your admirer, and 
< Most humble servant, 

< Anna Bella.* 

No answer to this, till Jlnna Bella sends a descrip* 
tion of those she calls the best bred meninthe world. 
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< IfR. SPECTATOR. 

< I anl a gentleman who for many years last past 

< have been well known to be truly splenetic, and that 

< my spleen arises from having contracted so great a 

* delicacy, by reading the best authors, and keeping 

< the most refined company, that I cannot bear the 

< least impropriety of language, or rusticity of beha- 

< viour. Now, bir, 1 have ever looked upon this as a 

< wise distemper ; but, by late observations, find that 

< every heavy wretch, who has not^iing to say, excuses 

* his dulness by complaining of the spleen. Nay, I 

< saw, the other day, two fellows in a tavern kitchen 

< set up for it, call for a pint and pipes, and only by 

* guzzling liquor to each other's health, and wafting 

* smoke in each other's face, pretend to throw off the 

< spleen. I appeal to you, whether these dishonors 

* are to be done to the distemper of the great and the 

< polite. 1 beseech you, Sir, to inform these fellows, 

< that they have not the spleen, because they cannot 

* t^lk without the help of a glass at their mouths, or 

* convey their meaning to each other without the in- 

< terpositiop of clouds. If you will n6t do this with all 

* speedf I assure you, for my own part, I will wholly 
' quit the disease, and for the future be merry with the 
' vulgar. I am, Sir, 

* Your humble servant.* 

' SIR, 

< This is to let you understand, that I am a reformed 

* starer, and conceived a detestation for that practice 

< from what you have writ upon the subject. Bu^ as 

* you have been very severe upon the behaviour of us 

< men at divine service, I hope you will not be so ap- 

* parently partial to the women, as to let them go 
' wholly unobserved. If they do every thing that is 

* possible to attract our eyes, are we more culpable 

* than they for looking at them ? I happened last 
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Sunday to be shut into a pew, which was full of young 
ladies in the bloom of youth and beauty. When the 
service began I had not room to kneel at the con- 
fession ; but as I stood, liept my eyes from wander- 
ing as well as I was able, till one of the young ladies^ 
whb is a peeper, resolved to bring down my looks, 
and fix my devotion on herself. You are to know, 
Sir, that a peeper works with her hands, eyes, and 
fan ; one of which is continually in motion, while 
she thinks ^f^ is not actually the admiration of some 
ogler or starer in the congregation. As I stood ut- 
terly at a loss how to behave myself, surrounded as 
I was, this peeper so placed herself as to be kneel- 
ing just before me. She displayed the most beauti- 
ful bosom imaginable, which heaved and fell with 
some fervor, whilp a delicate well-shaped arm held 
a fan over her face. It was not in nature to com- 
mand one's eyes from this object. I could not avoid 
taking notice also of her fan, which had on it various 
figures, very improper to behold on that occasion. 
There lay in the bocty of the piece a Venus, under a 
purple canopy, furled with curious Wreaths of dra- 
pery, half naked, attended with a trjiin of ©opids, 
who were busied in fanning- her as she slept. Be- 
hind her was drawn a satyr peeping over the silken 
fence, and threatening to break through it. I fre- 
quently offered to turn my sight another way, but 
was still detained by the fkscination of the peeper's 
eyes, who had long practised a skill in them to recal , 
the parting glances of her beholders. You see my 
complaint, and hope you will take these mischiev- 
ous people, the peepers, into your consideration. I 
doubt not but you will think a peeper as much more 
pernicious than a starer, as an ambuscade is mor^ 
to be feared than an open assault. I am, Sir, 
* Your most obedient servant.' 

Vol. I. y Digitized by Google 



242 



THE SPECTATOR. 



No. 5g. 



This peeper using both fan- and eyes, to be con- 
sideredjis a Pict, and proceed accordingly. 

< King Latinus to the Spectator, greeting. 
« Though some may think we descend from our 
' imperial dignity in holding correspondence with a 

* private Uterato ; yet, as we have great respect to all 

* good intentions for our sei*vicc, we do not esteem it 

< beneath us to return you our royal thanks for what 

* you published in our behalf, while Jlpder confine- 
*-ment in the inchanted castle of the Savoy, and for 

* your mention of a subsidy for a prince in misfortune. 

< This your timely zeal has inclined the hearts of 

< many to be aiding unto us, if we could propose the 

< means. We have taken their good |pll into consi- 
' deration, and have contrived a method which will be 
' easy to those who shall give the aid, and Qot unac- 

< ceptable to us who receive it. A concert of music 

< shall be prepared at Haberdashers-hall for Wednes- 
' day the second of May, and we will honor the said 

< entertainment with our own presence, where each 
« person shall be assessed but at two shillings and six- 

< pencfc. What we expect from you is, that you pub- 

* lish these our royal intentions, with injunction that 
^ they be read at all tea-tables within the cities of 

* London ahd Westminster ; and so we bid you hear- 

< tily farewell. 

^l^KTisviyKingoftheVolsciam* 

< Given at our court in Vinegar-yard, story 

< the third from the earth, April 18,1711.' R 
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No. 54. WEDNESDAY, May 2. 

BT STEELE and others. 

"^''^Strenua not exercet inertia. 

HoR. Ep. 11. 1. 1. V. §8. 
Laborious idleness our pow'rs employs. 

JL HE following letter being the first that I have 
received from the learned university of Cambridge, I 
could not but do myself the honor of publishing it. 
It gives an account of a new sect of philosophers 
which has arose in that famous residence of learning ; 
and is, perhaps, the only sect this age is likely te 
produce. 

< MR. SPECTATOR, Cambridge^ ji/iril 26. 

* Believing you to be an universal encouragerof li- 
^ beral arts and sciences, and glad of any information 

* from the learned world, I thought an account of a 

* sect of philosophers very frequent among us, but 

< not taken notice of, as far*as I can remember, by 
' any writers either ancient or modem, would not be 

* unacceptable to you. The philosophers of this sect 

< are, in the language of our university, called Lounge 

< era, I am of opinion, that as in many other things, 
« so likewise in this, the ancients have been defective, 
',wz. in mentioning no philosophers of this sort. 
' Some indeed will affirm that they are a kind of Pe- 
' ripatetics, because we see them continually walking 
' about. But I would have these gentlemen consider, 

< that though the ancient Peripatetics walked much, 

< yet they wrote much also (witness, to the sorrow of 

< this sect, Aiistotle and others) : whereas it is noto- 

< rious that most of our professors never lay out a 
* farthing either in pen, ink, or paper. Others are 
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for deriving them from Diogenes, because several 
of the leading men of the sect have a great deal of 
the cynical humor in them* and delight much in 
sunshine. But then again, Diogenes was coment to 
have his constant habitation in a narrow tub, whilst 
our philosophers are so far from being of his opiniony 
that it is death to them to be confined within the limits 
of a good handsome convenient chamber but for half 
an hour. Others there are, who from the clearness 
of their heads deduce the pedigree oi Loungers from 
that great man (I think it was either Plato or Socrates), 
who, after all his study and learning, professed, that 
all he then knew, was, that he knew nothing You 
easily see this is but a shaLow argument, and may be 
soon confuted. "' 

' I have with great pains and industry made my ob- 
servations, from time to time, upon these sages ; 
and having now all materials ready, am compiling a 
treatise, wherein I shall set forth the rise and pro- 
gress of this famous sect, together with their max- 
ims, austerities, manner of living, &c. Having pre- 
vailed with a friend, who designs shortly to publish 
a new edition of Diogenes Laertius, to add this trea- 
tise of mine by way of supplement, I shall now, to 
let the world see what may be expected from me 
(first begging Mr. Sfi€ctator*8 leave; that the world 
may see it), briefly touch upon some of my chief 
observations, and then subscribe myself your hum- 
ble servant. In the first place, I shall give you two 
or three of their maxims : The fundamental one, 
upon which their whole system is built, is this, viz. 
That time being an implacable enemy to, and de- 
stroyer of, all things, ought to be paid in his pwn 
coin, and be destroyed and murdered without mercy, 
by all the ways that can be invented. * Another fa- 
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< vourite saying of theirs is, ^at business was only de- 

< signed for knaves, and study for blockheads. A third 

< seems to be a ludicrous one, but has a great eifect 

* upon their lives ; and is this, that the devil is at home. 

< Now for their manner of living : and here I have a 

* large field to expatiate in ; but I shall reserve parti- 
« culars fqr my intended discourse, and now only men- 

* tion one or two of their principal exercises. The 

* elder proficients employ themselves in inspecting 

< mores hominum mul(orum, in getting acquainted with 
' all the signs and windows in the town. Some arrived 

* to so great knowledge, that they can tell every time 

< any butcher kills a calf, every time an old woman's 

* cat is in the straw ; and a thousand other matters as 

* important. One ancient philosopher contemplates 

< two or three hours every day over a sun-dial ; and is 

* true to the dial, 

As the dial to the sun, 
-Although it be not shone upon. 

* Our younger students are content to carry their spe* 

* culations as yet ho farther than bowling-greens, bil- 

* liard tables, and such like places. This may serve 

< for a sketch of my design ; in which I hope I shall 

* have your encouragement. I am, 

* Sir, Yours.' 

I must be so just as to observe, I have formerly seen 
of this sect at our other university ; though not dis- 
tinguished by the appellation which the learned histo- 
rian, my correspondent, reports they bear at Cam- 
bridge. They were ever looked upon as a people 
that impaired themselves more by their strict applica- 
tion to the rules of their order, thaaany other students 
whatever. Others seldom hurt themselves any fur- 
fter than to gain weak eyes and sometimes hea^ 
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aches ; but these philosophers are seized all over with 
a general inability, indolence, and weariness, and a 
certain impatience of the place they are in, with a 
heaviness in removing to another. 

The Loungers are satisfied with being merely part 
t>f the number of mankind, without distinguishing 
themselves from among" them. Tliey may be said 
rather to suffer their time to pass, than to spend it, 
without regard to the past, or prospect of the future. 
All they know of life is only the present instant, and 
do not taste even that. When one of this order hap- 
pens to be a man of fortune, the expence of his time 
is~ transferred to his coach and horses, and his life is to 
be measured by their motion, not his own enjoyments 
or sufferings. The chief entertainment one of these 
philosophers can possibly propose to himself, is to get 
a relish of dress. This, methinks, might diversify 
the person he is weary of (his own dear self) to him- 
self. I hav^ known these two amusements make one 
of these philosophers make a tolerable figure in the 
world ; with variety of dresses in public assemblies in. 
town, and quick motion of his horses out of it, now to 
Bath, now to Tunbridge, then to Newmarket, and 
then to London, he has In process of time brought it 
to pass that his doach and his horses have been men* 
tioned in all those places. When the Loungere leave 
jan academic life, and instead of this more elegant way 
of appearing in the polite world, retire to the seats of 
Ih^ir ahcestors, they usually join a pack of dogs, and 
employ their days in defending their poultiy from 
foxes. 1 do not know any other method that any of 
this order has ever taken to make a noise in the 
world J but I shall inquire into such about this towtt 
as have arrived at the dignity of being lAtungera by 
the force of natural parts, without having ever seen an 
twiYcrsity ; and send jny correspondent, fcr the en^ 
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bellishment of his book, the names and history of 
those who pass their lives without any incidents at 
all ; and how they shift coiFee-houses and chocolate- 
houses from hour to hour, and get over the insupport- 
able labor of doing nothing. R 



No, 55. THURSDAY, May 3. 

BT ADDISON. 

Tntui et in jecore agro 
^ascunter domin i ■ Pers. Sat. 5. v. 139. 

Our passions play the tyrants in our breasts. 



M< 



.OST of the trades, professions, and ways of 
living among mankind, take their original either from 
the love of pleasure, or the fear of want. The for- 
mer, when it becomes too violent, degenerates into 
Luxury^ and the latter into Avarice, As these two 
principles of action draw different ways, Persius has 
given us a very humorous account of a young felIow> 
who was roused out of his bed, in order to be sent upon 
a long voyage by Avarice, and afterwards over-per- 
suaded and kept at home by Luxury. I shall set 
down at length the pleadings of these two imaginary 
persons, as they are in tlie original, with Mr. Dry^ 
«len's translation of them. 

Mane^ fd^r^ stertis : aurge^ inqtdt Avaritia ; eja 
Surge, JVegasj Instate aurge^inquit, JSTon^ueo* Siirg0^ 
Mt qtddagam ? Rogitan ? Safierdaa advehe FontOy 
Caatoreum^ Btupfiaa^ habenum^ thua^ lubrica Coa. 
ToUe recena. firimua pifier e aitiente camelo, 
ferteaUguidj jura. Scd Jupiter awUet^ Mbmt 
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JSaro^ regiistatum digito tertbarc salinum 
Contentua fieragrsy si vivere ctim Jove tendia* 
Jam fiueria pcllum succinctua et anofthorum afitaa i 
Ocyus ad navem. Ml obatat guin trade veata 
JEgcum rapiaa^ rdai aolera Luxuria ante 
Seductutn moneat ; quo deinde inaane ruia ? QuO ? 
Quid tibi via P Calido aed fiectore maacula bilia 
Intummt^ quam non extinxerit uma ciciita ? 
^ Tun* mare tranaiiiaa ? Tibi torta cannabe fulto 
Cana ait in transtro ? Veientaniianque rubtUum 
JSxhalet vafiidie laaum fiice aeaailia obba ? 
Quid fietia ? Ut nummin guoa hie quincunce modeato 
J\rutrieraaj fiergant avidoa audarc deuncea P 
Indulge genio : car/iamua dulcia ; noatrum eat 
Quod vivia ; ciniaj et manea^ et /abula Jiea* 
Vivememor lethi ifugit hora. Hoc quod loquor^inde eat. 
En quid agia ? DufiUci in dtveraum acinderia hamo, 
Hunccine^ an huncce aegueria ? Sat. 5. v. 131. 

Whether alone, or in thy harlot's lap, 
When thou would'st take a lazy morning's nap ; 
Up, up, says Avarice ; thou snor'st again, 
Stretchest thy limbs, and yawn'st, but all in vain. 
The rugged tyrant no denial takes ; 
At his command th* unwilling sluggard wakes. 
What must I do ? he cries ; What ? says his lord ; 
Why rise, make ready, and go straight abroad : 
With fish, from Euxine seas, thy vessels freight j 
Flax, castor, Coan wines, the precious weight 
Of pepper, and babean incense, take 
With thy own hands, from the tir'd camel *s back) 
And with post-haste thy running markets make. 
Be sure to turn the penny ; lie and swear, 
*Tis wholesome sin ; but Jove, thou say'st, will hea^. 
Swear, fool, or starve ; for the dUemma^a even ; 
A tradesman thou I and hope to go to heav'a? 
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- Resolv'd for sea, the slaves thy baggage pack> 
£ach saddled with his burden on his back. 
liiTothing retards thy voyage now, but he, 
That soft voluptuous prince, call'd Luxury ; 
And he may ask this civil question ; Friend, 
What dost thou make a- shipboard ? To what end I 
Art thou of Bethlem's noble college, free ? 
Stark, staring mad, thatrthou wouid'st tempt the sea ^ 
Cubb'd in a cabin, on a mattrass laid, 
On a brown George, with lousy swobbers fed ; 
Dead wine that stinks of the Borachio, sup 
From a fipwl jack, or greasy maple cup ? 
Say, would'st thou bear all this, to raise thy store, 
From six i' th' hundred to six hundred more ? 
Indulge, and to thy genius freely give ; 
For not to live at ease, is not to live : 
Death stalks behind thee, and each flying hour 
JDoes some loose remnant of thy life devour. 
Live, whilst thou liv'st ; for Death will make us all 
A name, a nothing but an old wife's tale. 
Speak ; wilt thou Avarice or Pleasure choose 
To be thy lord ? take one, and one refuse. 

When a government flourishes in conquests, and 
is secure from foreign attacks, it naturally falls into 
all the pleasures of luxury ; and as these pleasures arc 
very expensive, they put those who are addicted to 
them upon raising fresh supplies of money, by all the 
methods of capaciousness and corruption ; so that a- 
varice and luxury vefy often become one complicated 
principle of action, in those whose hearts are Wholly 
set upon ease, magnificience, and pleasure. The most 
elegant and correct of all the Latin historians observes, 
that in .his time, when the most formidable states of 
the world were subdued by the Romans, the republic 
sunk into those two vices of a quite different nature, 
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luxury and avarice ; and accordingly describes Cata- 
line as one who coveted the wealth of other men, at 
the same time that he squandered away hb own. This 
observation on the commonwealth, when it was in its. 
height of power and riches, holds good of all govern- 
ments that are settled in a state of ease and prosperi- 
ty. At such times men naturally endeavour to out- 
shine one another in pomp and splendor, and having 
no fears to alarm them from abroad, indulge them- 
selves in the enjoyment of all the pleasures they can 
get into their possession ; which naturally produces 
avarice, and an immoderate pursuit after wealth and 
liches. * . 

As I was humouring myself in the speculation of 
these two great piinciplcs of action, I could not for- 
bear throwing my thoughts into a little liind of alle- 
goiy or fable, with which I shall here present my 
reader. 

There were two very powerful tyrants engaged in a 
perpetual war against each other : the name of the 
first was Luxury, and of the second Avarice. The 
aim of each of them was no less than universal monar- 
chy over the hearts of mankind. Luxury had many 
generals under him, who did him great service, as 
Pleasure, Mirth, Pomp, and fashion. Avarice was 
likewise very strong in his officers, being faithfully 
served by Huhger, Industry, Care and Watchfulness ; 
he had likewise a privy-counsellor who was always at 
his elbow and whispering something in his'ear : the 
name of this privy-counsellor wsR Poverty. As Ava- 
rice inducted himself by the counsels oi Poverty, his 
antagonist was entirely guided by the dictates and ad- 
vice of Plenty, who was his first counsellor and minis- 
ter of state, that conceited all his measures for him, 
and never departed out of his sight. While these two. 
great rivals where thus contending for empire, their 
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conquests were very various. Luxury got possession 
of one heart, and Avarice of another. The father of 
a family would often range himself under the banners 
of Avarice, and the son under those of Luxury • The 
wife and husband would often declare themselves on 
the two different parties ; nay, the same person would 
very often side with one in his youth, and revolt to the 
other in his old age. Indeed, the wise men of the 
world stood neuter-, but, alas! their numbers where 
not considerable. At length, when these two potentates 
had wearied themselves with waging war upon one a- 
nother, they agreed upon an interview, at which nei- 
ther of their counsellors where to be present. It is said, 
that Luxury began the parley, and after having repre- 
sented the endless state of war in which they were en- 
gaged, told his enemy, with a frankness of heart which 
is natural to him, that he believed they two should be 
^ery good friends, were it not for the instigations of 
Poverty, that pernicious counsellor, who made an ill 
use of his ear, and filled him with groundless appre- 
hensbn and prejudices. To this Avarice replied, that 
he looked upon Plenty (the first minister of his antag- 
onist ) to be a much more destructive counsellor than 
Poverty, for that he was perpetually suggesting 'plea- 
sures, banishing all the necessary cautions against 
want and, consequently, undermining those principles 
on which the goverment of Avarice was founded. At 
last, in order to an accommodation, they agreed upon 
this preliminary, that each of them, should immedia- 
tely dismiss his privy-counsellor. When things were 
thus far adjusted, towards a peace, all other differences 
were soon accommodated, insomuch that for the fu- 
ture they resolved to live as good fiiends and confed- 
erates, and to share between them whatever conquests 
were made on either side. For this reason, we now 
find Luxury and Avaiice taking possession of the ssmK* 
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heart, and dividing the same person between them. 
To which I shall only add, that since the discarding 
of the counsellors above-mentioned, Avarice supplies 
Luxury in the room of Plenty, as Luxury prompts 
Avarice in the place of Poverty. € 



No. 66. FRIDAY, May 4. 

BT ADniSON. 

FeUcea errore su o ' ' Lvcan. 1. 1. v. 455. 

Happy in their mistake* 

X HE Americans believe that all creatures Gave 
souls, not only men and womeft, but brutes, vegeta-* 
ble^ nay, even the most inanimate things, as stocks 
and stones. They believe the same of all Works of 
art, as of knives, boats, looking-glasses : and that as 
any of these things t>erish, their souls go into another 
world which is inhabited by the ghosts of men and v»ro- 
men. For this reason they always place by the corpse 
of their dead friend a bow and arrows, that he may 
make use of the souls of them in the other world^as . 
he did of their wooden bodies in this. How absurd 
soever such an opinion as this may appeal', our Euro- 
pean philosophers have maintained several notions al- 
together as improbable. Some of PUto's followers 
in particular, when they talk of the world of ideas, en- 
tertain us with substances ai^d beings no less extrava- 
gant and chimerical. Many Aristotelians have like- 
wise spoken as unintelligibly of their substantial forms^ 
I shall only kistance Abertus Magnus, who in his 
^serution upon tlie loadstone, observing that the lire 
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will destroy its magnetic virtues, tells us that he took 
particular notice of one as it lay glowing amidst a heap 
of burning coals, and that he perceived a certain blue 
Yapour to arise from it, which he believed might be 
the substantial fornij that is, in our West'Indian 
phrase, the soul of the loadstone. 

There is a tradition among the Americans, that one 
of their countrymen descended in a vision to the great 
repository of souls, or, as we call it here, to the other 
world ; and that upon his return he gave his friends 
a distinct account of every thing he saw among those 
regions of the dead. A friend of mine, whom I have 
formerly mentioned, prevailed upon one of the interpre- 
ters of die Indian kings, to inquire of them, if i)0ssible» 
what tradition they have among them of this matter : 
which, as well as he could learn by those many ques- 
tions which he asked them at several iimeh ^^ i^ sub* 
stance as follows: 

The visicmary, whose name was Marraton, after hav- 
ing travelled for a long space under a hollow moun- 
tsdn, arrived at length on the confines of this world of 
spirits, but could not enter it by reason of a thick for- 
est made up of bushes, brambles, loid pointed thorns,, 
so perplexed and enterwoven with one another, that it 
was impossible to find a passage through h. Whilst he 
was looking about for some tract or path-way that 
might be worn in any part, of it, he saw a huge lion- 
couched under the side of it, who kept his eye upon, 
him in the same posture as when he watches for hii' 
prey. The Indian immediately started back^ whilst 
the lion rose with a spring, and leaped towainds him, 
Being wholly desdtute of all other weapens, be stoop^ 
ed down to take up a huge stone in his hand^ but ta 
his infinite ^uprise grasped nothing, and found the sup- 
posed stone to be only the apparition of one. If he was 
disappointed on thi$ side> he was as much pleas^ on 
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the other, when he fotmd the liony which had seized 
on hb left shoulder, had no power to hurt him, and was 
only the ghost of that ravenous creature which it ap-^ 
peared to be. He no sooner got rid of his impotent 
enemy, but he marched up to the wood, and after hav- 
ing surveyed it for some time, endeavoured to press 
into one part of it that was a little thinner than the rest ; 
when again, to his great surprise, he found the bush- 
es made no resistance, but that he walked through 
briers and brambles with the same ease as through the 
open air ; and, in short, that the whole wood was no« 
thing else but a wood of shades. He immediately 
concluded, that this huge thicket of thorns and brakes 
was designed as a kind of fence or quickrset hedge to 
the ghosts it inclosed ; and that probably their soft sub- 
stances might be torn by these subtle points and prick- 
les, which were too weak to make any impressions*on 
flesh and blood. With this thought he resolved to 
travel through this intricate wood ; when by degrees 
he felt a gale of perfumes breathing upon him, that 
grew stronger and sweeter in proportion as he advan- 
ced. He had not proceeded much further^ when he 
observed the thorns and briars to end, and give place 
to a thousand beautiful green trees covered with blos-- 
soms of the finest scents and colours, that formed a wil- 
derness of sweets, and were a kind of lining to those 
ragged scenes which he had before passed through. 
As he was coming out of this delightful part of the 
wood, and entering upon the plains it inclosed, he saw 
several horsemen rushing by him, and a little while 
after heard the cry of a pack of dogs. He had not 
listened long before he saw the a^pparition of a milk- 
white steed, with a young man on the back of it, ad- 
Tancing upon full stretch after the souls of about a 
hundred beagles that were hunting down the ghost of 
a hare, which ran away before them with an unspeak- 
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Able svdftness. As the man on the inilk-wite steed 
came by him, he looked upon him very attendvelyi 
and found him to be the young prince Nicharagua, who 
died about half a year before, and, by reason of his 
great virtues, was at that time lamented over all the 
western parts of America. 

He had no sooner got out of the wood, but he was 
entertained with such a landscape of ilowery plainS| 
green meadows, running streams, sunny hills, and 
shady vales, as were not to be represented by his own 
expressions, nor, as he said, by the conceptions of 
others. This happy region was peopled with innu- 
merable swarms of spirits, who applied themselves to 
exercises and diversions according as their fancies led 
them. Some of them were tossing the figure of a 
quoit ; others were pitching the shadow of a bar ; 
pthers were breaking the apparition of a horse ; and 
multitudes employing themselves upon ingenious 
handicrafts with the souls of dcfiarted utensiU^ for that 
is the name which in the Indian language they give 
their tools when they are burnt or broken. As he 
(ravelled through this delightful scene, he was very 
often tempted to pluck the flowers that rose every 
ivhere about him in the greatest Variety and profusion^ 
baving never seen several of them in hisovm country : 
but he quickly found that thgugh they were objects of 
his sight, they were not liable to his touch. He at 
length came to the side of a great river, «nd being a 
good fisherman Umsel^ stood upon the banks of it 
tome time to locfk upon an angler that had taken a 
great many shapes oi fishes, which h^ flouncing up 
And down by him. 

I should have told my reader, that this Indian had 
been (brmeriy married to one of the greatest beauties 
^fhis ^untiy^ bjr whom beba4 scw^ chUdreir* 
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This couple were so fkmous for their love and constan- 
cy to one another, that the Indians to this day, wheti 
they give a married man joy of his wife, wish that 
they may live together like Mairaton and Yaratilda. 
Marraton had not stood long by the fisherman, when 
he saw the shadow of his beloved Yaratilda, who had 
for some time fixed her eyes upon him, before he 
dbcovered her. Her arms were stretched out to- 
wards him, floods of tears ran down her eyes ; her 
looks, her hands, her voice called him over to her; 
and at the same dmc seemed to tell him that the rivet 
was impassable. Who can describe the passion made 
up of joy, sorrow, love, desire, astonishment, that rose 
in the Indian upon the sight of his dear Yaratilda? 
He could express it by nothing but his tears, which 
ran like a river down hb cheeks as he looked upon 
her. He had not stood in this posture long before he 
plunged into the stream that lay before him ; and find* 
ing it to be nothing but the phantom of a river, walk- 
ed on the bottom of it until he arose on the other side. 
At his approach Yaratilda flew into his arms, whilst 
Marraton wished himself disencumbered of that body 
which kept her from his embraces. 
After many questions and endearments on both sides^ 
she conducted him to a bower which she had dressed 
^ithherown hands, with sJl the ornaments that could 
be met with in those blooming regions. She had 
made it gay beyond imagination, and was every day 
adding something new to it. As Marraton stood as- 
tonished at the imspeakable beauty of her habitation^ 
and ravished with the fragrancy that came from eve- 
ry part of it, Yaratilda told him that she was prepare 
ing this bowibr for his reception, as well knowing 
that his piety to his god, and his feiithful dealing to* 
wards men> would certainly bring him to that happjr 
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place , whenever his life should be at an end. She thei| 
brought two of her children to him, who died some 
years before, and resided with her in the same delight- 
ful bower ; advising him to breed up those, others 
which were still with him in such a manner, that they 
inight hereafter all of them meet together In this hap* 
py place. 

Th« tradition tells us further, that he had afterwards 
a sight of those dismal habitations which are the por* 
^ioa of ill men after death ; and mentions several mol- 
ten seas of gold) in which were plunged the souls 6! 
|>arbaix)U8 Europeans, who put to the sword so many 
^ousands of poor Indians for die sake of that precious 
metal : hut having already touched upon the chief 
points of this ti'adition, and exceeded the measure of 
my paper^ I shall not give any fiuther account of it 

f 



^o*5r. , SATURDAY, May 5, ^►^ 

BT ADBXSOH. 

quern ftra^tare potest muUer ^alcata fu4orm0 

i^fugit a sexu .?— — Jut. Sat 6. JWI* 

"Wfaat sense of shame io womanPft breast p^ He, ^B 

Inur'd to anas* and her own sex to fiy ? BavDS jB'' 

lAr HEN the wife of Hector, m Hcnner's Iliad, dis^ 
courses with her husband about the battle i^ which he 
"Was going to engage, the hero, desinng her tp leave 
that matter to his care, bids her go to her majid^ 
and mind her spinnitig ; by which the pQ^. intimates, 
that men mi yr^wm ought to hu^jr thig^^es mfjj^ 

2 2 D,g,t,zedby ^ 
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proper spheres, and on such matters only as are suita* 
ble to their respective sex. 

I am at this time acquainted with a young gentle- 
man, who has passed a great part of his life in the nur^ 
sery, and, upon occasion, can make a caudle or a sack- 
posset better than any man in England. He is like^ 
wise a wonderful critic in cambric and muslins, and 
Irill talk an hour together upon a sweet-meat. H« 
entertsdns his mother every night with observation! 
that he makes both in towB and court : as, what lady 
shews the nicest fancy in her dress ; what man of qua* 
lily wears the fairest wig ; who has the finest liiien { 
who the prettiest snuff-box ; with many other the - 
like curious remarks that may be made in good com?* 
pany. 

On the other handy I have very frequently die opk 
portunity of seeing a rural Adromache, who eame up 
to town last winter, and is one of the greatest fox- 
hunters in the country. She talks of hounds and 
liorses, and makes nothing of leaping over a ^x-baf 
gate* If a man tells her a waggish story, she gives^ 
iim a push with her hand in jest, and calls him aftv 
impudent dog ; and if her servant neglects his busi^ 
sess, threatens to kick him out of the house. I hav« 
heard her, in her wrath, call a substantial tradesmanr 
a lousjr cur ; and remember one day, when she could 
nm ihink of the name of a person, she described himi 

a large company of men and ladiest by the fellow 
Vith the broad shoulders. 

If those speeches and actionst which in their owiv 
natvii e are indifferent, appear lidiculous when they 
proceed from a wrong sex» the faults and imperfeo 
^ons of one se^Uransplanted into another, appe^ black 
%nd monstrousrT^s for the men, I shall not in this pa- 
per any further concern myself about them ; but as I 
wev^d &iucontribiue to mai^ uroxoaxduad, which is 
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the most beautiful part of the creation, entirely amia- 
ble, and wear out all those little spots and blemishes 
that are apt to rise among the charms which nature 
has poured out upon them, I shall dedicate this paper to 
their service. The spot which 1 would here endea- 
vour to clear them of, is that party-rage which of late 
years is very much crept into their conversation. Thi^ 
is, in its nature, a male vice, and made up of many 
angry and cruel passions that are altogether repug- 
nant to the softness, the modesty, and those other en- 
dearing qualities which are natural to the fair sex. 
Women wei^e formed to temper mankind, and sooth 
them into tenderness and compassion ; not to set aa 
edge upon their minds, and blow up in them those 
passions which are too apt to rise of their own accord* 
When I have seen a pretty month uttering calum- 
nies and invectives, what would I not have given to 
have stopt it I How have I been troubled to see some 
of the finest features in the world grow pale, and 
tremble with party-rage ? Camilla is one of the great- 
est beauties in the British nation, and yet values hef- 
self more upon b<»ing the virago of one party, thaA 
upon being, the toast of both. The dear creaturOf 
about a week ago, encountered the fierce and beautiful 
Penthesilea across a tea-table ; but, in the height oC 
her anger, as her hand chanced to shaAie with tlie 
earnestness of the dispute, she scalded her fingers^ 
and spilt a dish of tea upon her petticoat. Had nol 
this accident broke ofi* the debate, nobody knoip 
where it would have ended* 

There is one consideration whieh I would earnestly 
recommend to all my female r^ers, and which, I 
hope, will have some weight with them.^ Iix shorty 
it is this, that there is nothing so bad for the face as 
party-zeai. It gives an ill-natured cast lo the eyci 
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and a disagreeable sourness to the lool^ : be^des^ th»t 
it makes the lines too strong, and flushes them wor^e 
than brandy. I have seen a woman's face break out 
in heats, as she has been talking against a great lordy 
whom she had never seen in her life ; and indeed ne- 
ver knew a party-woman that kept her beauty for a 
twelvemonth. I would therefore advise ail my fe* 
male readers, as they value their complexions, to let 
alone all disputes of this nature ; though, at the same 
time, I would give free liberty to all superannuated 
motherly pardzans to be as violent as they please, unce 
there will be no danger either of their spoiling their 
fiices, or of their gaining converts. 

For my own part, I think a man makes an odious 
and despicable figure that is violent in a party ; but a 
woman is too sincere to mitigate the fury of her prii^ 
ciples with temper and discretion, i(nd to act with thai 
caution and reservedness which are requisite in her 
sex. When this unnatural ceal gets into them, it 
throws them into ten thousand heats and extravagan* 
<ies ; their generous souls set no bounds to their 
love, or to their hatred ; and whether a Whig or » 
Tory, a lap-dog or a gallant, an opera or a puppet- 
• ahow, be the object of It, the passion, while it reigns^ 
engrosses the whole woman. 

I remember when Dr. Titus Oates was in all his ' 
glory, I accompanied my fiiend Will Honeycomb in a 
visit ID a lady of his acquaintance : we were no sooner 
«at down, but upon casting my eyes about the room^ 
J found in almost every comer of it a print that re- 
preftetHed the Doctor in all map^nitudes and dimen- 
fiions. A little afteilhis the lady was discoursing my 
iriendt and held her snuff-box in her hand, who should 
1 see in the lid of it but the Doctor ? It was not long 
«ft©r this^when shehaducqasion for her handkerchief, 
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which upon the first opening discovered among the 
plaits of it the figure of the Doctor. Upon this my 
fnend Willy who loves raillery, told her, that if he was 
in Mr. Truelove's place (for that was the nsaae of her 
husband), he should be made as uneasy by a handker- 
chief as ever Othello was. < I am afraid,' said she, 

* Mr, Honey con^y you arc a Tory ; tell me truly, are 
< you a friend to the Doctor or not V Will^ instead of 
makmg her a reply, smiled in her fiice (for mdeed 
she was very pretty), and told her that one of her 
patches was dropping off. She immediately ad- 
justed it, and looking a little seriously, < Well,' says 
she, * 111 be hanged if you and your silent friend there 

* are not against the Doctor in your hearts : 1 sus- 

* pected as much by his saying nothing/ Upon this 
she took her fan into her hand, and upon the opening 
of it again displayed to us the figure of the Doctort 
who was placed with great gravity among the sticks 
of it. In a word, I found that the Doctor had taken 
possession of her thoughts, hei^ discourse, and most of 
her furniture ; but finding myself pressed too close 
by her question, I winked upon my friend to take his 
leave) which he did accordingly. C 



No. 5t- MONDAY, May 7. 

BT ADDISON. 

Vt pictura poem erit-^-^ Hor. Ars. Poet v. 361, 
Poems like pictures are. 



N< 



I OTHING is so much admired, and so little un- 
derstood) as wit» Noauthor t)is€ 1 know of has ^ 
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ten professedljr upon it ; and as for those who msik,m 
any mention of it, they only treat on the subject as it 
has accidentally fall^ in their way, and tliat too in 
little short reflections, or in general declamatory 
flourishes, without entering into the bottom of the 
matter. I hope, therefore, I shall perform an a<^ 
ceptable work to my countrymen, if I treat at large 
upon this subject ; which I shall endeavour to do in a 
manner suitable to it, that I may not incur the censure 
which a famous critic, bestows upon one who ha4, 
written a treatise upon the sublime in a low (jrovelling 
style. I intend to lay aside a whole week for this un- 
dertaking, that the scheme of my thoughts may not 
be broken and interrupted ; and I dare promise my- 
self, if my readers 4/vill give me a week's attention, 
that this great city will be very much changed for the 
better by next Satarday night. I shall endeavour to 
make what I say intelligible to ordinary capacities ; 
but if my readers meet with any paper that in some 
parts of it may be a little out of their reach, I would 
not have them discouraged, for they n;jay assure them* 
selves the next shall be much clearer. 

As the great and only end of these my speculations 
is to banish vice and ignorance out of the territories 
' of Great-Britain, I shall endeavour, as much as pos« 
sible, to establish among us a t^te of polite writing. 
It is with this view that I have endeavoured to set my 
readers right in several points relating tp operas and 
tragedies >: and shall, from time to time, impart my 
notions of comedy, as I think they may tend to its re* 
iinement and perfection. I find by my bookseller that 
these papers of criticism, with that upon humor, 
have met with a more kind receptbn than, indeed, I 
could have hoped for from such subjects i for which 
reason 1 shall enter upon my present und^rtakii^ 
fSft^jpreatttr chcerfuln^ 
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lo thiS) and one or two following papers, I shall 
trace out the history of false wit, and distinguish the 
•everal kinds of it as they ha^ve prevailed in different 
ages of the world. This I think the mOre necessary 
at present, because I observed there wer» attempts 
on foot last winter to revive some of those antiquated 
modes of wit that have been long exploded out of the 
commonwealth of letters. There were several sft- 
tires and panegerics handed about in acrostic, by 
iRrhich means some of the most arrant undisputed 
blockheads about the town began to entertain ambi« 
tious thoughts, and to set up for polite authors. I 
shall, therefore, describe at length those many arts of 
£ilse wit, in which a writer does not shew himself a^ 
man of a beautiful genius, but of great industry. 

The first species of false wit which I have met y^ih 
is very venerable for its uitiquity, and has produced 
several pieces which have lived very near as long as 
the IHad itself; I mean those short poems printed 
unong the minor Greek poetSf which resemUe the 
Agure of an t^^ a pair of wiagSj an axei a shepherd's 
{npe, and an altar. 

As for the first, it is a little Oval poenit and may 
not improperly be callied a scholar's c^. I would 
endeavour to hatch it, or, in more intelligible Ian* 
guage, to translate it into English, did not I find the 
interpretation of it very difficult ; for the author 
seems to have been more intent upon the figure of 
bis poem, than upon the sense of it. 

The pair of wings consist of twelve verses, or ra- 
ther feathers, every verse decreasing gradually in its 
measure according to its situation in the wing. The 
subject of it, as in the rest of the poems which foIloWf 
bears some remote ^^ffinity with the figure ; for it de« 
scribes a god of lovej who b always painted wkb 
vmgs. Digitized by Google 



t64 THE SPECTATOR. No. Si. 

The axe^ methinks, would have been a good figure 
fi>r a lampoon, had the edge of it consisted of the mo^ 
satirical parts of the work ; but, as it is in the origi- 
nal, I take it to have been nothing else but the posf 
of an axe which was consecrated to Minerva, and was 
thought to have been the same that Epeus made use of 
in the building of the Trojan horse ; which b a hint I 
shsill leave to the consideration of the critics. I am 
apt to think that the posy was written originally upon 
the axe, like those which our modem cutlers inscribe 
upon their knives ; and that, therefore, the posy still 
remains in its ancient shape^ though the axe itself is 
lost. 

The shepherd's pipe may be said to be full of 
music, for it is composed of nine different kinds of 
Yerse, which by their several lengths resemble the 
nine stops of the old mu^cal instruments that is like* 
wise the subject of the poem*. 

The altar is inscribed with the ei^taph of Troilus 
the son of Hecuba ; which, by the way, makes me be- 
lieve, that the^ false pieces of wit are much more 
ancient than the authors to whom they are generally 
ascribed ; at least, 1 will never be persuaded, that so 
fine a writer as Theocrites could have been the au* 
thor of any such simple works. 

It was impossible for a man to succeed in these per- 
formances who was not a kind of painter, or at least a 
designer. He was first of all to draw the outline of 
the subject which he intended to write upon, and after*- 
wards conform the description to the figure of his sub- 
ject. The poetry was to contract or dilate itself ac- 
cording to the mould in which it was cast. In a word, 
the verses were to be cramped or extended to the di- 
mensions of the frame that was prepared for them ; 
and to undergo the hie of those perscms whom the 
tyrant Procrustus used to lodge in his iron bed j if they 
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were too short, he stretched them oiv a rack ; and if 
they were too long, chopped off a part of their legs, 
till they fitted the couch which he had prepared for 
them. 

Mr. Dryden hints at this obsolete kind of wit in one 
of the following verses in his Mac Flecno ; which an 
English reader cannot understand, who does not 
know that there are those little poems above-men- 
tioned in the shape of wings and altars. 

Choose for thy command 
' Some peaceful province in acrostic land ; 
There may'st thou ivinga display, and altars raise, 
And torture one poor word a thousand ways. 

Thb fashion of false wit was revived by several 
poets of the last age, and in particular may be met 
with among Mr. Herbert's poems ; and, if I am not 
mistaken, in the translation of Bu Bartas. I do not 
remember any other kind of work among the modems 
which more resembles the performances I have men- 
tioned, than that famous picture of King Charles I. 
which has the whole book of Psalms written in the 
lines of the face and the hsdr of the head. When I 
was last at Oxford, I perused one of the whiskers ; 
and was reading the other, but could not go so far in 
it as I would have done, by reason of the impatience 
of my friends and fellow travellers, who all of them 
pressed to see such a piece of curiosity. I have 
since heard, that there is now an eminent writing- 
master in town, who has transcribed all the Old Tes- 
tament in a full-bottomed periwig ; and if the^fashion 
should introduce the thick kind of wigs which were 
in vogue some few years ago, he promises to add 
two or three supernumerary locks that should contain 
all the Apocrypha. He designed this wig originally 
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for King William, having disposed of the two books 
of Kings in the two forks of the foretop ; but ths^ 
glorious monarch dying before the wig was finished^ 
there is a space left in it for the &ce of any one who 
has a tnind to purchase it. 

But to return to our apcient poems in picture. I 
would humbly propose for the benefit of our modem 
smatterers in poetry, that they would imitate their 
brethren among the ancients in those ingenious de- 
vices. I have communicated this thought to a young 
poetical lover of my acquaintance, who intends to 
present his mistress with a copy of verses made in the 
shape of her fan ; and if he tells me true, has already- 
finished the three first sticks of it. He has likewise 
promised me to get the measure of his mistress's 
marriage-finger, with a design to make a posy in the 
fashion of a ring, which shall exactly fit it. It is so 
ve^ easy to enlarge upon a gpod hint, that I do not 
question but my ingenious readers will apply what I 
have said to many other particulars ; and that we shall 
see the town filled in a very little time with poetical 
tippets, handkerchiefs, snuff-boxes, and the like fe- 
male ornaments. I shall therefore conclude with a 
word of advice to those admirable English authors 
who call themselves Pindaric writers, that they would 
apply themselves to thb land of wit without loss of 
time, as being provided better than any other poets 
with verses of all sizes and dimensions. C 
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No. 59. . TUESDAY, May 8. 

BT ADDIS0I7. 

Operoee tuhH agwnt, Seneca. 

Busy about nothing^. 

X HERE is nothing more certain than that every 
man would be a wit if he could » and notwithstanding 
pedants of a pretended depth and solidity are apt to 
decry the wsiting of a polite author as ^a«A and frothy 
they all of them shew» upon occasion, that they would 
spare no pains to arrive at the character of those 
whom they seem to despise. For this reason we 
often find them endeavouring at works of fancy, which 
cost them infinite pangs in the production. The 
truth of it is, a man had better be a galley slave thstfi 
a wit, were one to gain that title by those elaborate 
trifles which have been the inventions of such authors 
as were often masters of great learning, but no genius. 

In my last paper I mentioned some of these false , 
wits among the ancients, and in this shall give the 
reader two or three other species of them, that flour- 
ished in the same early ages, of the world. The first' 
I shall produce are the UfiogrammatUts^ or letter- 
drofijiera of antiquity, that would take an exception, 
witliout any reason, against some particular letter in^ 
the alphabet, so as not to admit it once into a whole 
poem. One Tryphiodorus was a great master in 
this kind of writing. He composed an Odyssey, or 
epic poem, on the adventures of Ulysses, consisting 
of fbiu* and twenty books, having entirely banished 
the letter A from his first book, which was called 
Alpha (as Lucua a nonlucendo)y because there was not 
an Alpha in it His second^book was insjcribed Beta 
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for the same reason. In short, the poet excluded the 
whole four and twenty letters in their turns, and 
shewed them, one after another^ that he could do his 
business without them. 

It must have been very pleasant to have seen this 
poet avoiding the reprobate letter, as much as anotheP 
would a false quanuty, and makmg his escape from 
it through the several Greek dialects, when he was 
pressed with it in any particular syllable. Foi" the 
most apt and elegant word in the whole language was 
rejected, like a diamond' with a flaw in it, if it ap- 
peared blemished with a wrong letter. I shall on- 
ly observe upon this head, tliat if the work I haye 
here mentioned had been now extant, the Odyssey 
of Tryphioclorus, in all probability, would have been 
oftcner quoted by our learned pedants than the Odys* 
sey of Homer. What a perpetual fund would it. have 
been of obsolete wprds and phrases, unusual bar- 
barisms and rmsticities, absurd spelling and compli* 
<mted dialects ? I make no questicm but it would 
have been looked upon as one of the most valuable 
treasuries of the Greek tongue. . 

T 1 find likewise among the ancients that ingenious 
kind of conceit, whiqh the moderns distinguish by the 
name of a Rebus^ that does not sink a letter^ but a 
whole word, by substituting a picture in its place. 
When Caesar was one of the masters of the Roman 
mint, he placed the figure of an elephant upon the re- 
verse of the public money ; the word Caesar signifying^ 
an elephant in the punic language. This was aru- 
fically contrived by Csesar, because it was not lawful 
for a private man to stamp his own figure upon the 
coin of the commonwealtji. Cicero, who was so called 
'from the founder of his family, that was marked on 
the nose with a little wen like u vetch (which is. CiVer 
in Latin), instead of Mai cus Tuliius Cicero, ordered 
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the words Marcus Tulliusj with the figure of a vetch 
at the end of them, to be inscribed on a public mo- 
nument. This was done probably to shew that he was 
neither ashamed of his name or family, notwlthstand* 
ing the envy of his competitors had often reproached 
him with both. In the same manner we read of a 
£»aioas building that was marked in several parts of 
it with the figures of a frog and a lizard ; those words 
in Greek having been the names of the architects whoy 
!^ the laws of their country, were never permitted to 
inscribe their own frames upon their woHls. For the 
same reason, it is thought that the forelock of the 
horse in the andque equestrian statue of Marcus Au* 
Felius, represents at a distance the shape of an owl, 
tct intimate the country of the statuary, who in all 
probability was an Athenian. This kind of wit was 
very much in vogue among our own countrymen 
about an age or two ago^ who did not practice it for 
any oblique reason as the ancients above mentioned) 
hut purely iot the sake of being witty. Among innu.- 
tnerable instances that may be given of this nature^ I 
shall produce the device of one Mr. Newberry, as I 
find it menticmed by our learned Camden in his ro* 
mains. Mr. Newberry, to represent lus name by a 
picture, hung up at his door the sign of a yewrtrety 
Uiat had several berries upon it, and in the midst of 
them a great golden JV hung upon a bough of the 
tree, which, by the help of a little false spQlUng> made 
up the word N-ew-berry. 

I shall conclude this topic Wkh a Rebus, which has 
been lately hevm out in free^stone, and erected over 
twnof the portals of Blenheim-house, beingthe figure 
of a monstrous lion tearing to pieces a littl^ cock. 
For the better understanding of which device^' J must 
acquaint my English reader<» that the cock has the 
misfortune to be sailed in Latin by the same word 
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that signifies a Frenchman^ as a lion is the emblem of 
the English nation. Such a device in so noble a pile 
of buildings, looks like a pun in an heroic poem ; and 
1 dn\ very sorry the truly ingenious architect would 
feuffer the statu ry to blemish his excellent plan with 
so poor a conceit : but I hope what I have said will 
gain quarter for the cock) and deliver4iim out of Xht 
lion's paw. 

I 6ud likewise in ancient times the conceit of mak^- 
ing an echo talk sensibly, and give rational answers^ 
If this could be excusable in any writer, it would be in 
Ovid) where he introduces the echo as a nymph, be* 
fore she was worn away mto nothing but a voice. Th6 
learned Erasmus,^ though a man of wit and geniui^. 
has composed a dialogue upon this silly kind of de*- 
vice, and made.use of an echo who seems to have- 
been a very extraordinary linguist, for she answers the 
persons she talks with in Latin, Gieek^ and Hebre iitr,^ 
according as she found the syllables which she was to 
repeat in any of those learned languages. HudibraS, 
in ridicule of this felse kincl of wit, has described 
Btoiin bewailing the loss of his bear to a solitary echo^ 
'trho is of great use to the poet in several dbtichs, aa 
she does not only repeat after him, but helps out ib 
verse, and furnishes him with rhymes. 

' He raged, and kept as heavy a coil as 

* Stout Hercules for loss of Hylas j 

* Forcing the valleys to repeat 

* The accents of his sad regret ; 

* He beat his breast and tore his hair, 
^ For loss of his dear crony bear, 

* That Echo from the hollow ground) 

< His dolelul wailings did resound 

* More wistfully, by many times, 

< Than in small poets splay-foot rhyme% 

* That inake her, in their rueful stories', 

* To answer to int'rogatories) 
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< And most unconscionably depose 

* Things of which she nothing^ knows : 

* And when she has said all she can say, 
- < ' lis wrested to the lover's fancy. 

* Quoth he, O whither, wicked Bruin, * - 

* Art thou fled to m) hlcho, B.utn ? 

* 1 thought th* had'st scorn'd to budge a step 

< For fear \ Quoth Echo, Marry guep. 

* Am I not here to take thy part ? 

* Then what has quell'd thy &tul>born heart I 

< Have these bones rattled, and this head 

* So often in thy quarrel bled ? 

* Nor did 1 ever MTinch or grudge iti 

* For thy dear sake. Quoth she. Mtmi Budget. 

< Think'st thou 'twill not be laid i' th* dish, 

< Thou turnd'st thy back ? Quoth Echo, FUh.^ 

* To run from those th' hadst overcome 

* Thus cowardly ? Quoth Echo, Mwrn. 

* But what a- vengeance makes thee fly 

* From me too as thine enemy ? 

* Or if thou hast no thought of me, 

< Nor what I have endur'd for thee, 

* Yet shame and honor might prevail, 

' . • To keep thee thus from turning tail: 

* For who would grudge to spend his blood in 

* His honor's cause ? Quoth sshe, A pudding. 



No 60. WEDNESDAY, May 9. 

BT ADDISON. 

JSoc e$t quodpaUes ? €ur quit rwnprandeatf ho€e$tP 

Pers. Slit 3. V. 85» 
Is it for this you gain thoie meagre looks^ 
And sacrifice your dinner to your books ? 

QEVERAL kinds of false wit that vanished in the 
vefined ages of the world, discovered themselvf 8 a* 
gain in the times of monkish ignorsoice. 
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As the monks were the masters of sdl that little 
learning which was then extant, and had their whote 
lives entirely disengaged from business, it is no 'won- 
der that several of them, who wanted genius for high- 
er performances, employed many hours In the compo^ 
sition of such tricks in writing as required much time 
and little capacity. I have seen half the JEneid turn- 
ed into Latin ryhmes by one of the beaux eafirita oi 
that dark age ; who says, in his preface to it, that the 
JEneid wanted nothing but Uie sweets of rhyme to 
snake it the most perfect work in its kind. I have 
likewise seen an hymn in hexameters, to the Virgiti 
Mary, which filled a whole book, though it consisted 
but of the eight following words. 

Toty tiHj sunty virgpy dotea{quotf aideray calo. 
Thou hast as many virtues, O virgin, as there 
are stars in heaven. 

The poet rung the changes upon these eight several 
words, and by that means made his verses almost as 
numerous as the virtues and the stars which th^y 
celebrated. It is no wonder that men who had so 
much time upon their hands, did not cmly restore all 
the antiquated pieces c^ false wit, but enriched the 
world with invendonsjDf their own. It was to this 
age that we owe the production of anagrams, which 
is nothing else but a transmutation of one word into 
another^ or the turning of the same set of letters into 
different words ; which may change night into day, 
or black mto white, if chance, who is the goddess that 
presides over these sorts of composition, shall so di* 
rect. I remember a witty author, in allusion to this 
kind of writing, calls his rival, who, it seems, was cli»> 
torted, and had his limbs set in plaees that did not 
pri^dy belong to them, The anagram of a man. 
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When the an§igrammatist takes a name to work 
upon, he considers it at first as a mine not broken up, 
which will not shew the treasure it contains till he 
shall have spent many hours in the search of it : for 
it is his business to find out one word that conceals it- 
self in another, and to examine the letters in all the 
Tariety of stations in which they can possibly be ran- 
ged. I have heard of a gentleman who, when this 
kind of wit was in fashion, endeavoured to gain his 
mistress's heart by it She was one of the finest wo- 
men of her age, and known by the name of the Lady 
Mary Boon. The lover not being able to make any 
thing of Mary, by certain liberties indulged to this 
kind of writing, converted it into Moll ; and after having 
shut himself up for half a year, with indefatigable in- 
dustry produced an anagram. Upon the presenting 
it to his mistress, who was a little vexed in her heart 
to see herself degraded into Moll Boon, she told him, 
to his infinite surprise, that he had mistaken her sur- 
name, fol* that it was not Boon, but Bohun. 

> lidomnis 

Mffustts labo r * 

The lover was thunderstruck with his misfortune ; 
insomuch, that in a little time after he lost his senses, 
which indeed had been very much impaired by that 
continual application he had given to his anagram. 

The acrostic was probably invented about the same 
time with the anagi^am, though it is impossible to de- 
cide whether the inventor of the one or the other 
were the greater blockhead. The simplje acrostic is 
nothing but the name or title of a person or thing 
made out of the initial letters of several, verses, and 
by that means written, after the m^iner of the Chi- 
nese, in a perpendicular line. But besides these> 
there are compound acrostics, when the principal let- 
ters stand two or three deep. \]^My^ seen some of 
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them where the verses have not only been edged bjr 
a name at each extremity, but have had the sam^ 
name running down like a seam through the middle 
of the poem. 

There is another near relation of the anagrams and 
acrostics, which is commonly called a chronogram « 
This kind of w it appears very often on many modero 
medals, especially those of Germany, when they re^- 
present in the inscription the year in which they were 
coined. Thus we see on a medal of Gustavus Adol^ 
phus the following words. ChrIstVs DuX eroo 
trIVMphVs. If you take the pains to pick the figures^ 
out of the several words, and range them in their 
proper order, you will find they amount to MDC- 
XVVVII, or 1627, the year in which the medal vras 
stamped : for as some of the letters distinguish them- 
selves jfrom die re^ and overtop dieir fellows, they 
are to be considered in a double capacity, both as 
letters and as figures. Your laborious German wits 
will turn over a whole dictionary for one of these in- 
genious devices. A man would think they were 
searching after an apt classical term ; but instead of 
that they are looking out a word that has an L, an M, 
or a D in it. When therefore we meet with any of 
these inscriptions, we are not so much to look in them 
for the thought as for the year of the Lord. - 

The Bouts Rimez were the favourites of the Frenfeh 
nation for a whole age together, and that at a time 
when it abounded in wit and learning. They were a 
list of words that rhyme to one another, drawn up by 
another hand, and given to a poet, who was to make a 
poem to the rhymes in the same order that they were 
placed upon the list : the more uncommon the rhymes 
were, the more extraordinary was the genius of the 
poet that could accommodate his verses to them. I 
do not know any greater instance of the decay of wit 
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and learning among the French (which generally fol- 
lows the declension of empire) than the endeavouring 
to restore this foolish kind of wit. If the reader will 
be at the trouble to see examples of it, let him. look 
into the new Mercure Gallant ; were the author every 
month gives a list of rhymes to be filled up by the in- 
genious, in order to be communicated to the public 
in the Mercure for the succeeding month. That for 
thb month of November last^ which now lies before 
me, is as follows. 

- - - - - - - -••--. LaurieTB 

- ----------- Guerriera 

-.-------..--' Musette 

------------ lAaette 

- - • --------- Cesara 

--..-.. Etendara 

---.-----.... Houlette 
Foiette 

One would be amazed to see so learned a man as 
Menage talking seriously on this kind of trifle in the 
following passage. 

< Monsieur de la Chambre has told me, that he ne-^ 

< ver knew what he was going to write when he took 

< his pen into his hand ; but that one sentence always 

♦ produced another. For my own part, I never kne«f 

♦ what 1 should write next when I was ihaking verses. 

< In the first place I got all my rhymes together, and 

< was afterwards perhaps three or four months in fil* 

< ling them up. I one day shewed Monsieur Gom- 

< baud a composition of this nature, in which, among 
j^ < others, 1 had made use of the four following rhymeSf 

< Amaryllis, Phyllis, Marne, Ame, desiring him to 

< give me his opmion of it. He told me immediately 

< that my verses were good for nothing. And upon 

< my asking his reason, he said, because the rhymes 
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< are too common ; and for that reason easy to be put 

* into verse. Marry, says I, if it be so, I am very well 

* rewarded for all the pains I have been at. But by 

< Mpijsieur Gombaud's leave, notwithstanding the se- 
f verity of the criticism, the verses were good.* Vide 
Menagiana, Thus f<ir the learned Menage, whom 
I have translated word for word. 

The first occasion of these BoiUs Rimez made them 
in some manner excusable, as they were tasks which 
the French ladies used to impose on their lovers. But 
when a grave author, like him above-mentioned, tasked 
himself, could there be any thing more ridiculous ? Or 
would not one be apt to believe that the author played 
booty, and did not make his list of rhymes till he had 
finished his poem ? 

I shall only add, that this piece of &lse wit hc^s 
been finely ridiculed by Monsieur Saiisin, in a poem 
entitled La Dcfaite dea BouU^Rimez^ The Rout ofAhe 
SoutS'Rimez, 

I must subjoin to this last kind of wit the double 
rhymes, which are used in doggerel poetry, and ge- 
nerally applauded by ignorant readers. If the thought 
of the couplet in such compositions is good, the rhyme 
adds little to it ; and if bad, it will not be in the power 
of the rhyme to recommend it. I am afraid that great 
numbers of those who admire the incomparable Hudi* 
braa^ do it more on atcount of these doggerel rhymes^ 
than of the parts that really deserve admiration. I am 
sure I have heard the 

Pulpit, drum ecclsiastic, 
Was beat with fist instead of a stick— 
and 

There was an ancient sage philosopher 
Who had read Alexander Ross over- 
more fi'equently quoted, than the finest pieces of wit in 
the whole x>oem. Digitized by Googl^ ^ 
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Ab. 1. 

<a) This was June 29, 1688, the day oil which the seven 
bishops were tried, who had been committed to the tower by 
Judge Jeffreys, for petitioning King- James 11. to excuse them 
from reading his declaration of his diapermng power in mat- 
ters of religion. Lord Evesham, tiien Mr. Somers, distin- 
£^shed himself much in his defence for the bishops on this 
occasion. 

{b) King Charles's observation may be adopted here, 
^* Strange that there was not, in all that time, a wise man or 
H fool in the family." 

(c) A sarcasm on Mr. Greave's book, entitled Pyramido' 
grapUa, 

(d) It is well known that the papers marked by one or 
other of the letters in the word Clio are written by Addison. 
Some have thought that this was a characteristic signature ; 
indeed the editor 8ir R. Steele seems to favour this opinion^ 
for in No. 553, when giving an account of some of the au- 
thors, he says, *' All the papers which I have distinguished 
by any letter in the name of the muse CUo were given me, 
fx,c** but others are of opinion that it is nothing more than 
inerely a mark of distinction, the letters referring to tho 
place from whence he wrote, as C. Chelsea, L. London, &c. 

JSTo. 2. 

(d) The person here alluded to is said to have been the fa- 
ther of Admiral Kempenfelt, who was drowned in the Royal 
Qeorge, Au^st 1782. * 

(e) This IS supposed to have been a Colonel Cleland. 

(a) James Stuart the pretended prince X)f Wales. 

h) In order to wipe out the national debt. 

ic) Act 5, scene 1.. 

(iQ Th^ Elector of Hanover, afterwards George I. 

j\ro. 5. 

(a) In I>ryden*s Comedy. 

(6) These Were the Queen's gardeners at this time, and 
Were jointly Concerned in writing a book on gardening. 

. . ^ ^ Digitized by Google 
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•/Vb. 9. 

{a) This club wai composed of manjr noblemen ; it took 
its name from Christopher Cat, the ma^er of their mutton 
pies. • 

{b) The president of this club was Mr. Woffingham, Es- 
court, the comedian, was Providore, and Wore a small grid- 
iron of gold round his neck by a green ribband. 

JV<>. IS* 

(a) Sir John Hawkins seems to think that Addison, from 

liis want of taste in music, was led to be of opinion, that only 

nomense was fit to be set to music ; this cnticism, however, 

is not to be relied ob, for Addison had a goodtaste in music. 

JVb. 14. ' 

(a) Puppet-^hows were anciently called motions, 

M). 23. 
(a) Peter Aretine, who was infamous for his writings. 

JVo. 25. 

(a) The ingenioi^ nventor of the thermometer, who was 
a professor in the university of Padua ^arly in the sevea- 
teeuth century. 

{b) Translated, " I was well, but by trying to be better, I 
am here.** 

J\ro. 28. 
(a) This raillery is much- heightened, if we attend to thi^ . 
c^rcum^tance that it was levelled at heraldry. 

JSTo. 40. 
(a) See original letters, familiar, moral, and critical, by ^, 
Dennis, 2 vols. 8vo. 

M. 44. 
(o) The comedy of the Comical Revenge, or Love in a 
Tub, by Sir G. Etheridge, 1664. r «^ 

J\ro. 49. 
(a) The waiter of that coffee-house, frequently nicknamed 
Sir Thomas. 

j\ro 50. 

(a) Swift in one of liis letters says, ** Yesterday the Spec 
tator was made up of a noble hint I gave him about an Indian 
King supposed to write his travels into England. I repent 
he ever had it. I intended to have written a book on that 
subject, Ap, 28, 1711.** 
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Abigails (male) in fashion among the ladies. , . 55 
Acrostic, piece of false wit, divided into simple and com- 
pound 60 

Act of deformity, for the use of the Ugly club. . 17 

Advertisements of an Italian chirurgeon. • . 22 

From St. James's coffee-house. . . . . 24 

From a g'entlewoman that teaches birds to speak. 36 
From another that is a fine flesh painter. . . 41 
Advice ; no order of persons too considerable to be advised. 34 
Affectation, a greater enemy to a fine face tlian the small 

pox. . , . . . . . . . 33 

It deforms beauty, and turns wit into absurdity. 38 
The original of it. . . . - , . . 38 

Found in the wise man as well as the coxcomb. 38 

The -way to get clear of it 38 

Age rendered ridiculous 6 

How contemned by the Athenians, and respected by 
the Spkrtans. . , . , . . . 6 

Alexander the Great, wry-necked. ... 32 

Ambition never satisfied. , . . • . . 27 

Americans, their opinion of souls 56 

Exemplified in a vision of one, of their countrymen. 56 
Ample (lady) her uneasiness^ a^id the reason of it. . 32 
Anagram, what, and when first produced. . . 60 ^ 
Andromache, a great fox-hunter. . . . -; 57 

April (the first of) the merriest day in the year. . 47 
Aretine made all the princes of Europe his tributaries. 23 
Arietta, her character. . . . . . . 11, 

Her fable of the lion and the man, in answer to the 

story of the Ephesian matron. . . 11 

Her story of Inkle and Yarico^ . . . 11 

Aristotle, his observations upon the Iambic verse. . 31 

Upon tragedies. . . . . . 40, 42 

Arsinoe, the first musical opera dh the English stage. 18 

Avarice, the original of it 55 

Operates with luxury. . . . . . 55 

At war with luxury. ,55 

Its officers and adherents. , , , , 55 

Cornea to an greement with luxury. , , 55 

Audiences at present void of common sense. . . 13 

AureUa> her character. 15 
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Author, the necessity of his readers being acquainted 
with his size, complexion, and temper, in order to 
read his works with pleasure. . . 1 

His opinion of his own performances. . . 4 

The expedient made use of by those that write for 
the stage. ..... M 

Bacon (Sir Francis), his comparison of a book well writ- 
ten. ..... 10 

His observations upon envy. . . .1^ 

Bags of. nMney, a sudden transformation of them into 

sticks and paper. . . . - . 3 

Baptist Lully, his prudent management. . . ' . 29 

Bawdry, never writ but where there is a dearth of inven- 
tion. . . . ' . ... 51 
Beaver, the haberdasher, a great politician. * .49 
Beauties, when plagiaries. . . ; 4 

The true secret how to improve beauty. . . 33 

Then the most charming when heightened by virtue. 33 
Bell (Mr.) his ingenious device. * . . . 28 

Bell-Savage, its etymology. .... 28 
Birds, a cage full for the opera. ... 5 

Biters, their business. . « » . 4f 

Blackmore (Sir Richard) his observation. . 6 

Blanks of society, who. . . . .10 

Blank verse proper for tragedy. . . . 39 

Bouts Rimez, what. . . . # .-60 

British ladies distinguished from the Picts. . 41 

Bullock and Norris, differently habited, prove great helps 

to a silly play. ... * 44 

Butta described. . . , . -47 

The qualification of a butt. . . , . 47 

X2ASAR (Julius) his behaviour to Catullus, who had put 

him into a lampoon. ... 23 

Caligula, his wish. . . . . .16 

Camilla, a true woman in one particular. . .15 

Carbuncle (Dr.) his dye, what. . . .52 

Censor of small wares, an officer to be appointed. 16 

Charles I. a famous picture of that prince. . ,58 

Chronogram, apiece of false wit. . . . 60 

Cleanthe, her story. . . . . .15 

Clergyman, one of the Spectator's club. . , 2 

Clergy, a threefold division of them. . : .21 

CluM, nocturnal assemblies so called. . . 9 

Several names of clubs, and their originals. 9, &c. 

Rules prescribed to be observed in t)b^ two-penny 

club. . , . . . 9 

An account of the Ugly club. t « .17 

The Sighing^ club. . . , ^ ,30 

The Fringeglove club. . o„t zed ^y Google 30 



JV'o. 
Clul^s, the Amorous club* . . .30 

The Hebdomadal club ; some account of the mem- 
bers of that x;Uib. . . , .43 
Consciousness, when called affectation. . . 38 
Coverley (Sir Ho.^er de) a member of the Spectator's 

club,* his character. • . . .^ 2 

His opinion of men of fine pails. . . . 6 

Credit, a beautiful vn-gin, her situation and equipage. 3 

A great valetudinarian. ... 3 

Cross (Miss) wanted -near half a ton of being as hwidsome 

as Madam Van Brisket, a great beauty in Ihe Low 

Countries. . . . ' .32 

B^ATH, the time and manijer of our death not known to 

us. . • ; . . 7 

Deformity, no cause of shame. . . .17 

Bignatariesofthelaw, who. . . . . 21 

Divorce, what esteemed to be a just pretension to one. 41 
Donne (Dr.) hia description of his mistress- . 41 

Dull fellows, who . . .43 

Their enquiries are not for information, but exercise. 43 
Naturally turn their heads to politics, or poetry. 43 
Dutch more polite than the English in their buildings, 

and monuments of their dead. : • 26 

Dyer, the news-writer, an Aristotle in politics. . 43 

Envy : the ill state of an envious man* . . 19 

His-relief . • - . - 19 

The way to obtain his favour. . .19 

Ephesian matron, the story of her. . . .11 

Epictetus, his observation upon the female sex. 53 

Epigram on Hecatissa. ■ . . • .52 

Epitaphs, the extravagance of some^ and modesty of • 

others. . . . . , 26 

An epiuph written by Ben Jonson. . .33 

Equipages, the splendour of tliem in France. . 15 

A great temptation to the feiriale sex. . .15 

Etherege (Sir George) author of a comedy caUed She 

would if she could, reproved* r . 51 

Eubulus, his character. . - ^ . - . 49 

Fable of the lion i«id the man. . - . = Ijl 

Of the children and frogs. ... 2^ 

Of Jupiter and tlie countryman. . . . "2^ 

False wit, the region of it. . . . . . 25 

Falstaff (Sir. John) 4 famous butt. . - / 47 

Fear of death often mortal. . . . 2^ 

Fools, great pWnty of tiiem the first day of ApiriL 4^ 
Freeport (Sir Andrew) a member of the Spectator's club'isj 
French poets, wherein to be imitated by tlie English^ 
B b 2 
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Qailahtry ; wherein tnie jnUantiy oug^t to consist. 7 
Gaper, the sign of the gaper frequent in Amsterdam. 47 
Ghosts warned out of the play-house. . 36 

The appearance of a ghost of g^at efficacy on an 
Enghsh Theatre. . . . . 44 

Gospel gossips described. • . • .46 



Handkerchief, the g^at machine for moving pity in « - 

tragedy. . ... 

Happinett-(true) an enemy to pomp and noise. 



tragedy. .... 44 

iett-(true) an enemy to pomp and noise. . ^ 

Hard woHs ought not to he pronounced right by well- 



bred ladies. . ... . ^ . 45 

Heroes in an English tragedy generally lovers. . 40 

Hobbes (Mr.) his observations upion laughter. . • 47 

Honeycomb (Will) his character. . . , 2 

His discourse with the Spectator in the pJay-house. 4 

His adventure with a Pict. . , . 4^ 

Honour to be described only by negatives. . ."35 

The genealogy of true honour. . , 35 

And of false. ... • , * ^ 

Iambic verse the most proper for Greek tragedies. 
Idiots, in great request in most of the German courts. 
Impudencegets the better of modesty. . . % 

An impudence committed by the eyes. . 20 

The definition of English, Scotch, and Irish impu- 
dience. . , . .^ . .20 

Indian king^, some of their observations during their stay 

here. . . • . . . . 50 

Indiscretion, more hurtful than ill-nature. . . 23 

Injuries, how to be measured. . . . . 23S 

Inlde and Ysrico, their story. , .. . • -tf 

^ Innocence, and not quality, an.exemption from reproof. -S 
Jonson (Ben) i^n epitaph written by him on a lady. 33 

Italian writers, florid and wordy. . . , 5* 

Kim BOW (Tho.) states his case in a letter to the Specta* 

tor. -^ . . . . . :24 

JLady's library described. . • ;. ,37 

LattiJtia and Daphne, their story. ... 53 

jL&VQppons written by people that cannot spell. . 16 

j^- Witty lampoons inflict wounds that are incurable. " 23 
:*^ .The inhuman harbariQr of the ordinary schblers of 

lampoons. . . . . . !23 

' JLar'^ati, vAuj so called amOng the anci^s. ,. . 32 

- l-.ath ('Squire) has a good estate whidfvhe would part 

Withal for a pair of legs to his,roinid. • 32 

T^ll^hter (immoderate) a sign of pride. .47 
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laughter, v.the provocations to it. . . , « 47 

Liawyers, divided into th^ peaceable and litigious. 21 

Both sorts described. . . . .21 

King Lear, a tragedy, suffers in the alteration. . 40 
Lee, th^ poet, well turned for tragedy. . . . 39 

licarning ought not to claim any merit to itself, but vpon 

the application of it. . . . 6 

Lieonqra, her pharacter. . . , .37 

The description of her country seat. . 37 

letters to the Spectator, complaining of the masq^rade. 8 
From the opera lion. . . . W^ . 14 

From the under sexton of Govent-garden pansh. 14 
From the undertaker of the masquerade. * 14 

From one who had been to ^eetlie opera' of Rinaldo^ 

and the puppet-show, . . „ . .14 

]^rom Charles Lillie, .... 16 

From the president of the Ugly Club. . .17 

From S. C. with a complaint againt the starers. 20 

From Tho. Prone, who acted the wild boar that was 

killed by Mrs. Tofts. . . . 22 

From William Serene, and Ralph Simple. . 22 

From an actor. . . . • .22 

From King Latinus. • • • .22 

From Tho. Kimbow. . . . . 24 

From Will Fashion to his would-be acquaintance. 24 
From Maiy Tuesday on the same subject. . 24 

From a valetudinarian to the Spectator. • 25 

From some persons to the Spectator's clerg3rmaii. 27 
From one who would be inspector of the sign-posts. 2d 
From the master of the show at Charing-cross. 28 

From a member of the Amorous club at Oxford. 30 
From a member of the Ugly club. . . 32 

From a gentleman to such ladies as are professed 

beauties. . . . . . 33' 

To the Spectator from T. D. containing an intended 

regulation of the play-house. . .36= 

From the play-house thunderer. . . 36 

From the Spectator to an affected very witty man. 38 
From a married man with a complaint that his wife 

painted. . . . 41 

From Abraham Froth, a member of the Hebdoroa* 

dal meeting in Oxford, . . . 43 

From a husband plagued with a gospel-gossip. 46 
From an ogling-master ... 46 

From the Spectator to the president and fellows of 

the Ugly club. . . , ,48 

Prom Mecatii^sa to the Spectator. • . 48 

From n old %eau. .... 48 

From Bpping, with some account of a company of ^ 

strollers. . t t ^ • ♦19 
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heiUKtm : from a lady compUinrng bf a passage in the Fu- 
neral. . ♦ . . . 5i 
From Hugrb Ooblin, ])re8ident of the Ugly club. 52 
f From Q. R concerning laughter. . . S2 
The Spectator's answer. . . 52 
Frttiii R B. to the Spectator, wiA a proposal relat- 
ing to the education of lovers. . . 53. 
From Anna Bella- .... 5$ 

From a splenetic gentleman. . . 3K 

3Prom a reformed Starer, comfdaining of a Peeper, flv 
FromSting Latinus. . . 53 

From a gentleman at Cambridge^ containing an ac- 
count of a new sect of {^lilosophers called Loun- 
gers. . . . . 54 

Letter-dropper of antiquity, who. . . .59 

library, a lady's library described. . • 37 

life, the dtfration of it uncertain. . , - 27* *. 

lindamira, the only woman allowed to paint: . 41 ' 

lion in the Haymarket occasioned many conjectures in >/ 
the town. ..... !&., 

Very gentle to the Spectator. . . W^ 

'liove, the general concern of it. , . . .30 

Love of the world, our hearts misled by it. . ST 

Loungers^ a new sect of philosophers in Cambridge. 54 i. 
Luxury, what. . . . , r . 55 

Attended often with avarice. . . 55 

A faWe of those two vices. . . » 65 

- • / 

' Man, a social animal. .... 9 

The loss of public and private virtues owing to men 
of parts. . . , * , S-' 

Masquerade, a complaint agidnst it. . . 8^'/. 

The design of it. . . , .fit?*" 

Itf asarioe (cardinal) his behaviour to Quillet, who had 

reflected upon him in a poem. . . 23 

Mixt comtnunion of men and Spirits in Paradise, as de- 
scribed by Milton. . , . . 12 
Mode, on what it ought to be built. . . fi 
Modesty the chief ornament of the fair sex. . . 6 
Monutnents in Wes;tminster-abbey examined by the 

Spectator. . . . . . .26 

Music banished by Plato out of his commonwealth. 18 

Of a relative nature. .... 29 

Neighbourhoods, of whom consisting. . 49 

Ken berry (Mi-.) his rebus . ' . . .59 

Kew-river, a project of bringing it into the'play^&use. 5 

WicolJnij (si^nior) his voyage on paste-board. ' . 5 

) Jgjs combat with a fion. • . , .13 

**^Vthoujjlittobea.shamonei " . • 13 

Uent actor,. , * o,g..ed by Google , 13 
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Oatss (Dr.) a favorite with some party ladies. . ilt 
Og-ler, the complete ogler. . . . .46 

Old maids generally superstitious. « • 7 

Old testament in a periwig. . . . . 4i8 

Opera, as it is the present entertainment of the English 

stage, considered. . . . 1-5 

The progress it has made on our theatre. • 18 

Some account of the French opera. . . 29 

©tway commended and censured. . . .39 

Overdo, a justice at Epping, oflTended at the company of 
strollers for playing the part of Clodpate, a*ld ma- 
king a mockery of one of the quorom. . 48 
Oxford scholar, hb great discovery in a coffee-house. 46 

Painteh and tailor often contribute more than the poet 

to the fiuceess of a tragedy. . 42 

Parents, their taking a liking to a particular profession, 
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